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The A u s t r a l i a f e r n Doodia a s p e r a h a s been r e c o r d e d from 3 s i t e s i n New 
Zea l and from n e a r Nor th Cape from Kawakawa and from C h e l s e a n e a r 
A u c k l a n d . However C a t h e r i n e Wi lson and David Given i n t h e i r book 
" T h r e a t e n e d P l a n t s of New Z e a l a n d " c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e r e were p o s s i b l y 
no w i l d p o p u l a t i o n s r e m a i n i n g i n New Z e a l a n d . 

On 5 J u l y 1990 w h i l e F rank Hudson and I were r e t u r n i n g from a walk t o 
Nor th Cape a p a t c h of Doodia g rowing u n d e r a s t u n t e d manuka bush c a u g h t 
my eye a s s e v e r a l of t h e f r o n d s p o s s e s s e d a c u r i o u s l y c r e s t e d a p e x . 
R a p i d l y a p p r o a c h i n g d a r k n e s s meant t h a t t h e r e was no t ime t o check t h e 
e x t e n t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n b u t t h e p a t c h s e e n c o v e r e d an a r e a c . 1 m e t r e 
s q u a r e and looked v e r y h e a l t h y . I t was s i t u a t e d on t h e w e s t e r n s i d e of 
t h e W a i t a n g i S t r eam Tom Bowling Bay. 

P a t r i c k Brownsey h a s c o n f i r m e d my s u s p i c i o n t h a t t h i s f e r n i s Doodia 
a s p e r a o r i g i n a l l y found by C a r s e a l s o a t Tom Bowling Bay. 

Voucher spec imens have been d e p o s i t e d i n AK CHR WELT. 

FOOTNOTE "Tom Bowling" was the European name given to a young Maori chief by the crew of 
a whaler on which he sai led. At the close of his whaling career he sett led with his wife 
and four daughters on the shore of New Zealands most northerly bay to which he gave his 
name. (The story of Northland A.H. Reed) 

Cheeseman (Manual of the New Zealand Flora) spells the name "Tom Bowline" which 
certainly has a more nautical ring to i t . Which spelling is correct is now probably lost 
in the mists of time but Tom Bowling seems to be firmly established as the favourite. 

Seeds and Stones 

R.O. G a r d n e r 

A. Syzygium australe 

Left: Seed coat peeled back to show the single embryo x 4 
Right: Embryo front cotyledon cut to show shoot tip (t). x 4 

B. Syzygium paniculatum (Myrtaceae) 

Left: Seed coat peeled back to show the numerous embryos x 4 
Right: Embryo the two cotyledons very unequal x 6 

C. Waterhousea floribunda (Syzygium floribunda) 

Fruit (dry) cut vertically to show the very thin layer of flesh and 
cotyledons with dark intrusive structure x 3 
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