APPENDIX : Native vascular plant list for Mangere forest remnant

AKU = herbarium voucher

Alectryon excelsus titoki ¢ ¢ =common
Arthropteris tenella 1 AKU228%4 0 = occasional
Asplenium flaccidum s.s. xl 1=local

Coprosma macrocarpa coastal karamu o AKU 22893 xI = only 1 plant seen

Corynocarpus laevigatus karaka ¢
Dodonaea viscosa akeake xl
Entelea arborescens whau o
Macropiper excelsum kawakawa ¢
Oplismenus imbecillis 1
Peperomia urvilleana 1
Phymatosorus diversifolius 1
Preris tremula o
Pyrrosia eleagrifolia 1
Sicyos australis maawhai o AKU 22895
Vitex lucens puriri o

PARATAHI ISLAND - KAREKARE, WEST AUCKLAND
E.K. Cameron

After an earlier abandoned attempt I managed to swim out to the small Paratahi Island on
13 Janvary 1991 when the surf was less than Im. Paratahi Island is some 250m off the
southern end of Karekare Beach, on Auckland’s exposed west coast (grid ref. 260 Q11
412663). At low tide the distance between the island and the beach varies as a tongue of
sand may build up to within about 50m of the island, as it did last year. Paratahi is about
30m long (north-gouth axis) by 15m wide and has a high peak about 12m asl at the
northern end. The lower western side of the isiand has a sloping shore platform that fur
seals are reported to pull up onto. The higher part of the island and most of the east side is
very steep. Paratahi is composed of firm, columnar jointed, grey igneous rock (probably
an andesitic dike) (B.W. Hayward pers. comm.). The island appears to be either Crown
or Maori owned.

FLORA

The upper part of the island is well clothed in low vegetation, almost reaching the sea on
the east side, but only a few metres down from the summit on the exposed west side.
Taupata is commonly growing in the larger cracks running up the island and gives the
island's east side a smooth exterior cover. In places under the taupata there is a very
shallow organic layer. Four vascular plant species were recorded:

* N.Z. ice plant (Disphyma australe) - occasional to common as dense mats

b taupata (Coprosma repens) - prostrate and common, many plants covered with
green fruit

* shore groundsel (Senecio lautus) - occasional to common as dried up plants,
mainly on the east side

i N.Z. spinach (Tetragonia trigyna) - a single fruiting plant amongst taupata.

There were occasional smallish plants of the large brown algae, Durvillea antarctica,
present by the low water level.

Surprising absentees were Eiradia trigonos and glasswort (Sarcocornia quinqueflora),
the former was present on the barer Oaia Island, which is located 17.5 kms further up this
coast (cf. Cameron & Taylor 1989). Note - the Oala Island Einadia species (AKU 289
was wrongly identified as E. allanii, it is actually E. trigonos.
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FAUNA

The vegetation on Paratahi was very dry during my visit and covered in bird droppings.
White-fronted terns were nesting in reasonable numbers, though most of their young had
fledged. I saw none on eggs, a few with chicks and many fledglings. Dead chicks and
old eggs were frequent. There were also red-billed gulls nesting (c. 20 adults), a few with
eggs or young chicks. No petrel burrows were present as the ground is too rocky. Large
native littoral earwigs (Anisolabis littorea) were present under the ice plant mats. No
lizards were seen. No rats can be present as old bird eggs and dead chicks were
untouched.

COMMENTS

The adjacent mainland cliffs, although looking very suitable, do not appear to support
taupata (if present it must be very infrequent). The common presence of taupata on
Paratahi supports the theory by Cameron & Taylor (1991) that taupata is possibly rodent
browsed. Rats probably eat its bark and fruit. This also illustrates how important these
small rodent-free islands/islets are, not only for fauna but also for preserving flora. In the
future it might be - possible to use Paratahi taupata to restock Auckland's west coast cliffs.
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FIVE HUNUA WETLANDS

During two days in August 1988 I assisted the Protected Natural Areas Programme
(PNA) survey of five wetlands in the Hunua Ecological District. The 96 species
encountered at these sites are appended.

THE FIVE SITES

A. Harrison’s swamp, lower Ness Valley (grid ref. 260 S11 953653, 40m asl). A
large, predominantly flax (Phormium tenax) swamp dominated by native species.
It approaches100m across by several 100m's long. It is partly fenced and is partly
continuous with native bush. There is localised stock damage. Private land.

B. Moumoukai, Hunua Ranges (grid ref. 260 S12 017540, 140m asl). A
predominantly native swamp dominated by Blechnum minus and sedges (Carex
spp.). Locally, grey willow (Salix cinerea) up to 5m tall, blackberry (Rubus
Jfruticosa) and Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) are common. It is over
}\(ﬁ)glllorég, unbrowsed with a road on 2 sides and open bush on the other two.
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