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Baumea arthrophylla at Mahurangi 
Mike Wilcox 

Baumea arthrophylla (Nees) Boeck. (syn. Baumea 5 6 97; AK 27411 Huia swamp K. Wood 11 8 51; AK 
huttonii (T.Kirk) S.T.Blake) occurs in Australia and New 27977 Huia Huia Stream swamp near swing bridge 
Zealand. The synonymy of the earlier name with BL K. Wood 11 8 51; AK 46098 Huia swamp K. Wood 
arthrophylla has been indicated by Wilson (1993). It 8/55; AK 237832 Kaitoke Swamp north west part 
forms a sedgeland in swamps on lake shores or on the Great Barrier Island E. K. Cameron 24 11 97 local 
margins of small pools or streams and is indicative of very wet area (c.l rn deep) amongst Baumea 
the very early stages of eutrophication (Clarkson & 
Clarkson 1987). In the central North Island where it is enough but 
best known there are dense stands at L. Gardner. 
Rerewhakaaitu L Rotoma Hinehopu Mire Waitangi 
Soda Springs at Lake Rotopounamu (Turangi) Kuirau 
Park (Rotorua) Lake Tarawera and Waipai Lagoon 
(Kaingaroa Forest). 

rubiginosa and Eleocharis sphacelata hut not pale 
inflorescence slender enough" R O 

Auckland Museum Records of this sedge in the 
Auckland region kindly supplied by Ewen Cameron 

On 17 February 2002 during a mangrove boating trip 
up Dyers Creek Mahurangi Harbour with David Skilton 
I noticed a tall (1.5 2m) stand of a Baumea sedge at 
the margin of the creek on the western side of Bob 
and Sue Stevensons "Uhuru" Farm on the Pukapuka 
Peninsula. It was a lot taller than is usual for the 

are few and far between: AK 142959 Bethells Swamp common B. rubiginosa. Closer examination showed 
A E Wright 1 5 77; AK 149846 Henderson Valley that the culms and leaves were somewhat flattened 
wetland on roadside A. E. Esler 18 4 79; AK 169257 (see page 206 Moore & Edgar 1970) the tips sharply 
Cornwallis Huia Rd roadside grass verge in wet pointed the nuts small and creamy white and the 
ground J. Mackinder 26 2 85; AK 217934 Henderson 
Valley No. 3 Road Scenic Reserve broad stream bed 
A. E. Esler & M. L Scott 1 2 79; AK 245869 Lake 
Otamatearoa (Muirs Lake) Awhitu local with 
Eleocharis sphacelata M. Butler 7 1 00; AK 254507 

branchlets of the panicle drooping. It turned out to be 
B. arthrophylla evidently the first time it has been 
recorded in the Warkworth area. On 20 April 2002 
with the Bot Soc outing to the native bush on "Uhuru" 
Farm led by Maureen Young I saw another colony of 

Greenhithe west of the Te Wharau Creek locally this species in a small wetland near the sea on the 
common in open Streamside manuka R. O. Gardner eastern side of the property. 
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