Botanists. It was obviously very closcly allicd to the Lycopods
(club mosscs) and cerlicr investigators concluded they had found
an archeic form of lycopod, a primitive type that had,so to spcak
lingercd on in a state of arrcsted development. Recent rescarch,
hovever, has shomm that its apparent simplicity is, on the con-
trary, the result of spccialisation and adaptation to the tuberous
perennial hzbit.

IMr. Bartlett's other treasurc, the moss Eucamptodon, is
rerarkable in that it has ncver yet been discovered in a fertile
condition. It is a largc moss, and though fairly widely spread
it is somewhat local. In the vicinity of Aucklend it usually
ocours on clay soil in scrubland.

A corrcspondent draws my attention to a very interesting
article b#J. 1. Harrison-Smith rccently published in the N.Z.
Journal of  Forestry. Vhile.stationed in the Waipoua kauri forest
he climbed various large kauri trces and investigatcd the plents
found growing thercon. He states "as many as 36 specics (flower-
ing plants and ferne) were found on one tree. Altogether a’ total

of 53 specics belonging to 37 genera were numbered.” He also
tells us "it is quite easy to spcnd a couple of hours 'wandering
about’ in the hcad of a large kauri." Space forbids further

quotation. It is hopéd that members will consult the original
article. :

The same correspondent, 2 keen collcctor, sends us +the
following observations: .

"Regarding the note in the first number of the News 1et*éer as re-
gards Asplenium hookcrianum being found at Piha, this little fern
is fairly plentiful round the lake at Te Hengn (Bethells) where I
first saw it many years ago. - This suggests that. it may bc found
up and dovm the West Coast in situations where the soil is
sufficiently sandy,and menbers of the Society mey care to keep a
look-out for it and rcpcrt any other localities.

Would it bc of interest that I collccted Doodia caudsta
at Swanson. This is the first time that I have scen this fern
so may have passed it on othcr occasions not knowing it.
Chceseman says local and often ebsent from large areas.!
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