BOT. S0C. IN THE WAIKATO - - - Audrey Eagle

( On 25 May ‘1965 Mr, Lediard ‘was invited to Hamilton to talk’ on
things botanical to Forest & Bird:, ‘This “effort evoked a-
newspaper article in - 'I think - the Waikato Times, and the ¢
follow;ng account from Urs. anle forf witiePar am,tvuly th nkful
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The members of the Waikato Branch of the Roy 1 Forest and

Bird Protection Society were very grateful to lF, Lediard ‘for
giving his time to come to Hemilton and address ‘them .on the =
subject of fungl - and the Botanical Society's trip to lMount
Egmont earlier in the year, As theéere "is no one with a knowledge
of fungi amongst us, our eyes were opened to the beauty of form
and col-ur which the group possess. As-a result of Ir., Lediard's
talk 5 Forest & Bird members have so fur applied for membership
with thé Botanical b001ety maKing a‘total of 10 Waikato
members, : el (il JOHL Pis aANe

‘ On 12 June a visit was mede to ‘an area which has been known
¢y nearly half a century as the ifile Bush, situated on the 'road
between Ngaruuwahla and’ Glen lMassey, Severul interesting plants
were noticed, one was the'fern Trichomanes elongatum which was:
fairly plentlful growing on & dark end steep valley side, In an
area mostly comprised of ‘heketard ( Olearia rani ), the ‘6rchids
?terostvlls trullifolia and AClanthus fornicatus var sinclairii
were 1in flower. Pt. trullifolia was purtlcularly abundant; lﬂ.v’
some places the Tosette leaves formed a- complete ground cover
several feet square with. t.he flowerlng plants scattered amongst
them, Another abundant orchid was Bulbophvllum Dygmaeum and: also
several plants of Sarcochilus adversus.. A plueon ‘Was seéen eating
the leaves of a lacebark tree, tuls were heard, and of course
the fantails vere with us- mos+ of AtHe day s Ia the Waikato mémbers
have rarely’seen-the kawaka { _Libocecdrus plumosa: ), only a 'few
0dd trees are known to them but in this area we haveé seen 3,°.and
several others have been reported by. an adjoining farmer, . Although
the main Hgkarlmﬂta Range is only a few miles- away ‘it.is. ‘not g
known if any of these treées have beéeén found there, Everyone was
amazed =t the abundance of fungi on this trip. Having Mr, Léediards
slides fresh in their-memories increased their ‘interest in them
and indeed ‘there was an enormous variety of size shape and colour,
every hue of ‘the rainbow belng present and well as those of more
sombre shade. 125 nlants wereé llsted on thls trlp.

MELTING - 2 June 1965

Dr, licNab spoke on the Boleteo of New Aeclund These
toadstool-sort-of fungi become most interesting in the hands of
an expert, From what T'can gather ("and I am'not too sure’of my
ground here ) the Boletes bear their spores in tubes or pores and
not on gills like the common mushroom., This should make them
recognisable, The bulk of them are mycorrhizal and maintain a
more or less symbiotic relationship with forest trees, mainly
conifers, beeches ( Nothofagus,) birches ( Betula ) and the
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