
Our sister Society in Wellington of which some here are 
members i s sues a p r i n t ed bu l l e t i n p e r i o d i c a l l y u n d e r t h e e d i t o r s h i p o f 
Tony Druce. The feasibility of our Society producing a printed newsletter 
is worth another look as duplicating has it's limitations. To 
improve this quick drying ink is used now. I should say that membership 
and subscriptions of the Wellington Society are comparable to ours, and 
they have found it to go into print. 

To this issue Tony Druce c o n t r i b u t e s a number of a r t i c l e s : 
a note on Snow damage to the Totara Forest at 
Second Totara -titoki-mataiforest on tbe OtagoPlain.A good effort 
possibly r e f l e c t i n g a similar lack of c o n t r i b u t o r s ? When the e d i t o r not 
on ly e d i t s but has to contribute most of the copy the task i s q u i t e 
considerable particularly when the drafts have. t o be l a b o r i o u s l y trans-
ferred t o stencils I might be digressing a l i t t l e , b u t the. services of 
good typist are required before a n o t h e r issue appears so please speak 
up now 

norman E l d e r reports on ma ta g o u r i (DISCARIA TOUMATOU) in t he 
North Island, where i t i s nowhere a prominent Species as is 
South Island eastern parts of but does occur widely in small pockets 
He knows of three smallll colonies on rocky sites near Wellington. On The 
west coast it occurs intermittantly as far north as Waikato Heads,and 
there i s a specimen in the Auckland Museum c o l l e c t e d last century by Kirk 
on the dunes at Waiuku. I have asked a local resident to keep a look out 
for it and our local membersmay know of it? Any other records in the 

Auckland Province? 
Asteliads in the WELLINGTON district are described and photo-

graphed by IM Maurice so little is known group should now be much 
clearer. It is of course included in our long awaited bookle t . 

The publications this year of Botanical Latin by William Stearn 
of the Natural History Museum fills a long felt need among those 
taxonomist who did not pursue a classical education. When science courses 
now demand almost full time study there is little room for Latin 

for all workers to understand a commen language,biologist should have 
some knowledge of it. This book covers history grammar syntax terminology 
and vocabulary and being written by an eminent biologist with a 

.special interest in the history of the subject it makes a most valuable 
reference work which a Latin scholar alone could do justice to. . ^-ble 
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S h o u l d m e m b e r s h a v e b o t a n i c a l b o o k s i n t h e i r p o s s e s i o n w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n particulary useful to them and which they feel W o u l d h e l p 
many of our members then please let me have a few notes on 
and I will included them in futur issues 
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