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PTEROSTYLIS NUTANS THE CASE QF THE WANDERING GUNPOST 

E.D. Hatch 

In the Botany of Auckland 2nd ed. 1943 p. 2 Lucy Cranwel l wrote 
. . . a few a d d i t i o n s . . . ( i n c l u d i n g P t e r o s t y l i s matthewsii 

from a gun p o s t ) . . . 
and on p. 43 i n the c h e c k l i s t 

Pterosty l is matthewsii North Shore very r a r e . 
I n 1945 i n the course of work ing up a paper on P t e r o s t y l i s I examined 
Dr. Cranwel l fs voucher m a t e r i a l . The c o l l e c t i o n sheet (AK 108497) 
cons is t s of 5 ra the r s h r i v e l l e d f l o w e r i n g specimens. Presumably the 
p l an t s had been gathered and c a r r i e d about f o r some t ime before press ing. 
The l abe l i n ( I t h i n k ) Miss Molesworth 's handwr i t i ng read 

P t e r o s t y l i s matthewsii Cheesem. gunpost Whangaparaoa? 
dur ing 1 9 4 2 . 

At tached to the sheet was a s l i p i n Dr. Cranwe l l ' s w r i t i n g 
P t e r o s t y l i s matthewsii gunpost Whangaparaoa? see co r resp . 

sp r ing 1 9 4 2 . 
I crossed out the matthewsii on the l abe l wrote nutans R.Br above i t 
i n i t i a l l e d the a l t e r a t i o n and went on my way. 

I n Trans. R.S.N.Z. 77: 1949 p.237 I inc luded Whangaparaoa i n the NZ 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of P. nutans and mentioned i t i n both the 1951 and 1959 
e d i t i o n s of Auckland's Orch ids . 

But i n 1963 when Dr. Cranwel l was beginn ing her long haul towards 
a t h i r d e d i t i o n of the Botany of Auckland she quer ied my re ference to 
Whangaparaoa. 

I found t h i s species over on the Shore by a gunpost above 
Campbe l l s Bay on heavy p ipec lay bared i n pa r t s by the 
m i l i t a r y s t a t i oned t h e r e . The p lan ts were qu i t e near the edge 
of the sea c l i f f . 

I r e p l i e d tha t the s l i p was i n her own handwr i t i ng and sent her a xerox 
of the sheet to prove i t . I t t r a n s p i r e d tha t she had i n f a c t v i s i t e d 
Whangaparaoa on tha t same t r i p and had become a t r i f l e confused over 
the i n s e r t s l i p s . On second thoughts she was a lso f a i r l y sure tha t the 
gunpost i n quest ion was not at Campbe l l s Bay but at Castor Bay! 

Meanwhile Dr. Moore work ing from the herbar ium sheet i n AK and 
unaware of a l l t h i s confus ing correspondence a lso c i t e d Whangaparaoa 
i n F lo ra 2 New Zealand 2: 1970 p. 137. 

Even tua l l y AK 108497 was emended by Dr. Cranwel l on one of her t r i p s 
home and a new l abe l now reads 

P t e r o s t y l i s nutans R.Br. Castor Bay gunpost L.M. Cranwel l 
sp r i ng 1942 

and i s signed 
Lucy M. Cranwel l co r rec ted 1 9 . 4 . 7 9 . 

The o r i g i n a l handwr i t ten Whangaparaoa? s l i p i s s t i l l a t tached to the 
sheet . 
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pterosty l i s nutans R.Br. 

Loc. North island Waitemata County. 
Castor Bay gunpost. 

Alt. 

Map. Lat. S. Long. E. 
4 L.M.Cranwell D a t eSpring 1942 
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