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HaMT INTRODUCTION AND PLAUT mmmm 
between China and the western countries. 

The Society enjoyed, on the 12th of March, a most de­
l igh t fu l lec ture by Dr Lai Yung Li, a v i s i t o r who, af ter 
graduating from Lingnan University, Canton, recently 
spent some years in the U.S.A. 

Though the t i t l e given above adequately covered his 
subject-matter, the s p i r i t of the address ia,perhaps' 
be t te r conveyed by a passage he quoted from L.H.¥ilson, 
Keeper of the Arnold Arboretum. 

"There i s not a season of the year when flowers are 
open but what some jewel from China ca l l s for admiration, 
from the f i r s t blossoms of the Forsythias in early spring 

.to those of tho chrysanthemums in the l a te f a l l . Whether 
* i t be among t r ees or shrubs,- climbers or herbs, whether 
#they be grown for beauty of the i r flowers, t h e i r f ru i t 
or t h e i r foliage or for a l l three, the plants native of 
China are to be found in the gardens of the temperate 
regions of both hemispheres. They have been won to us by 
"all sor ts of agencies and by a l l sorts and conditions of . 
men. To no part of the world do gardens owe more than 
to China - the Kingdom, of Flowers." 

After br ief ly reviewing the physical background of 
China, i t s huge size and immense population, and i t s 

wide range ..of, a l t i t u d e , .climate, so i l and tocography,-
Dr Li traced in outl ine the imoortant-early records of 
plants in China. I t i s known from Shen-mung that in 
2737 B.C, five kinds o'f grains were cul t ivated, and plant 
introduction had begun as early as Chang Ch' ien 's time 

,'«/^' 



(lifO-86 B.C.) v/hen Pomegranates and grapes were introduced 
fron Asia Minor. Books dealing with materia medica were 
written in the 12th to 16th cen tu r i e s . ' More surprising was i 
the account of a work, dated 117$, a monograph of c i t rus 
f r u i t s , describing 28 va r i e t i e s and the i r d i s t r ibu t ion , 
cul ture, storage and packing. 'j 

The lec ture r passed on to describe some charac te r i s t i c 
Chinese plants , among them ornamentals such as crab-appless 
of many kinds; Rhododendrons, a genus with head-guarters in 
we«st China and including the azaleas, among which R.simsii, 
known in China as "a l l mountain red51 i s the parent of the 
modern "Be-.gian" or "Indian" azaleas; and magnolias, tha t *;• 
have for more than a thousand years been favori te t rees in t J 
Chinese gardens. Of roses he said "Conspicuous in the va l - I' 
leys and open mountain slopes everywhere in China are roses, t 

- and from that land have come the principal parents of the 
races of roses the garden-love,s enjoy today; Rosa odorata ' 
var. gigantea, S. W.China, prototype of the Tea Rose; R. sin 
ensis var. spontanea C. China, parent China Monthly Rose; 
and R. mult i f lora var. cathayensis C.China, parent of Poly-

- antha Rose and crimson rambler. These and other roses have _ •-
been cul t ivated for we know not how many centuries by the ' %t j 
Chinese, and i t was these that about 1800 were introduced ( 
into -^urooe* where they were crossed witti roses long''grown 
in Europe to ^fivc the modern rose in a l l i t s multifarious = , 
forms." i 

On the Tibetan border/ 2000 miies up the Yangtze, in ^L ; 
"semi-arid va l leys , surrounded 'by mountains, whoso peaks are j 
clothed with snow e ternal , the Regale l i l y has her home, * ' ' 
and grov/s, not in ones or twos or in tens but in, thousands. *-T j 
I t ' was here that in 1^10 the American col lector , Wilson, de--- A 
termined to secure such a treasure for gardens, y/as caught 
between landsl ips and sustained in jur ies from which he did - ' 
not recover for two years - but he got the lily.1 

Many species of primula and chrysanthemums likewise 
belong to China. 

Fru i t s . In China many f ru i t s have been evolved from 
native plants; such i s the history of the apple, the pear, 
the cherry, and the plum grown in China for they do not 
have a'common or igin with the wastern species. ' The apricot , , 
tho peach, the orange, and 'the Ie;<on are natives of China. 
Kumquats (Fortunella; belonging to the c i t rus family ... 
(Rutaceae; are favor i tes in 8. Celina for candied f ru i t s and 
as ornamentals, the potted plants bcin:> displayed in homes 
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at New Year time. 
Chinese ol ives belong to the family Burseraceae. The 

f ru i t of Canarium album and C.pimela provides o i l and can be 
pickled. These handsome t rees Blight well be introduced 
into New. Zealand. 

Sapindaceae, the t i t o k i family, provides the Royal fruils 
. of China, the Lychee and the Lungan. ¥ i th regard to the Ly­

chee,-the famous writer , Su Tung-Po in the 11th century 
wrote, while in exile in the south af ter he had spoken d i s ­
respectful ly of the Imperor: 

"Beneath these green mountains -where spring rules the 
\ "year, 

\-Zhere Myrica and ^oquat in season appear; 
And feast ing on Lychee - three hundred a day, 

I shouldn't mind staying eternal ly here." 
Persimmons are grown in every province and the loquat, 

though named Eriobotrya japonica i s a native of China.' 
^Ae-i.^^^^.^^AP,1!-0^. .Chinese plants to the west. Knowledge of 
Oriental plants extended westward through the Chinese armies 
that penetrated to the Caspian Sea in*the early years of the 
Christian era and l a t e r by the accounts of Karco Polo (13th 
century;. The Portuguese in the 16th centrury traded for " 
camphor, cassia bark, and medicinal rhubarb, and according 
to t r ad i t ion , the f i r s t orange was taKen to Lisbon about th i s 
time. 

To the Jesu i t s (from 1552 onwards) the world i s profound­
ly indebted for i t s knowledge'of things Chinese, and not the 
l eas t are garden-lovers under obligation to them for making 
known the r ich floral"wealth of that land. The f i r s t seeds 
and dried plant specimens from North China were collected by 
a p r ies t in the middle of the 18th century and the seed sent 

•to Paris included Cedrela .sinensis, gyringa v i l losa , and 
the Chinese as te r . 

1 The East India Company, formed in 1600, played an import­
ant Dart in the introduction of many Chinese plants to Europe 
and by the end of the 18th century we find plants pouring in ­
to England1from China. One of the Company's inspectors John 
Reeves, between 1 81 2 and 1832', collected a l l that he could 
find most rare and beautiful grov/ing in the gardens of Can­
ton. He established plants in pots pr ior to dispatching 
them home to the London Hort icul tural Society. Ile sent among 
ethers Azaleas, Camellias, Chrysanthemums, outan paeonies, 
Dendrobium nobile, W i s t e r i a s inensis , and osa chinensis. 
Dondrobium famous 'col lector o'f "the '. "ondon ft ort i cul tural Society 
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j.s Rober t F o r t u n e , who , i n 1*%5, sh ipped 21,000 t e a seed ­
l ings from Shanghai t o t he Himalayas . These a r r i v e d s a f e l y 

ond s t a r t e d t h e I n d i a n t e a i n d u s t r y of t oday . For tune i s a l - --
so c r e d i t e d v i t h long l i s t of p l a n t s i n t r o d u c e d to Europe 
from Cbina. 

Dr B r e t s c h n e i d e r , a Russ ian p h y s i c i a n i n Pek ing i n the 
l a t o 19 th c e n t u r y , sen t seeds to Booanic Gardens i n Europe as 
Well as t o t h e ..Arnold Arboretum i n U.S.A. S p e c i e s of Syringa, , 
P y r u s , and Hydrangea were ment ioned . 

S ince t h e beg inn ing of t h e 20th cen tu ry hundreds of v a l u ­
a b l e p l a n t s have been i n t r o d u c e d from China t o Europe -and Am- -
e r i c a . Among t h e most impor t an t a r e : so3>"bean, tung o i l , 
s p e c i e s of Lespedeza , C i t r u s 5 d i s e a s e - r e s i s t a n t pea r s and 
c h e s t n u t s , t h e j u j u b e e , p e s i m m o n s , Lychee, Lungan, > and some 
bamboos. ^ 
I n t r o d u c t i o n of wes t e rn p l a n t s i n t o China. The i n t r o d u c t i o n 
of s t r i c t l y f o r e i g n p l a n t s i n t o China began a t about t h e t ime 
of V/u-ti (lifO-86 B . C . ; . The g r e a t A s i a t i c movement of 
p l a n t s i n the hands of man i n i t i a t e d t hen con t inued s t e a d i l y 
u n t i l t he 1 ifth c e n t u r y ' a n d t h e r e a f t e r . From wes t e rn As ia and 
Europe t h e r e came i n t o China a l o n g l i n e of f l o w e r s , v e g e t ­
a b l e s and f r u i t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e P i s t a c i a , pomegrana te , and 
c u l t i v a t e d walnut , cabbage and c a u l i f l o w e r , garden pea and 
bean, s p i n a c h , s u g a r b e e t , c a r r o t , l e t t u c e , cucumber, w a t e r ­
melon, and numerous o t h e r v e g e t a b l e s . 

I n t h e 16 th cen tu ry a n o t h e r s ta / .e of t h i s g r e a t economic 
conquest began, when s p e c i e s of p l a n t s from t h e Americas were 
f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d i n t o China and a c c l i m a t i z e d . These i n c l u d e d 
the peanu t , t omato , I r i s h p o t a t o , sweet p o t a t o , and co rn . By>» 
1656 t h e P i n e a p p l e , t h e guava, and the c u s t a r d a p p l e , a l l 
American had e s t a b l i s h e d Chinese names. 

More r e c e n t l y , papaya, some P ineapp le and many suga r - cane 
v a r i e t i e s have been i n t r o d u c e d from the H a w a i a n - I s . ; s l a s h 
and l o n g l e a f p i n e , s e l e c t e d v a r i e t i e s of c i t r u s , pecan, and 
avacado from U.S.A. About 16 y e a r s ago h a l f a dozen s p e c i e s ' 
of E u c a l y p t u s were i n t r o d u c e d ' t o S.China. 

I n c l o s i n g Dr L i emphasized t h a t t h i s iEimensely f a s e i n a t -
i n f i e l d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l p l a n t s tudy and exchange i s one 
of t he roost l o g i c a l ways of b r i n g i n g about wor ld peace and 
Pros v e r i t y . ' ' 'In t h e ga rdens of t h e world mankind i s seen a t 
*iis best . . I t behoves us i n t h e s e days when t ime and space 
b 3gin t o d i a a p p e a r , t'o renew our i n t e r e s t s , one people i n an- • 
0' :her, and t o c o n c e n t r a t e upon and f o s t e r t t iese c o n s t r u c t i v e 
i' ) rces r a t h e r than t h e d e s t r u c t i v e ones which so s t e a l t h i l y 
c r e e p upon u s . Mere t h e n i s t h e f i e l d of conques t f o r a l l 
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s t u d e n t s of p l a n t s f o r mxernaoioaa-i . u u - u ^ i a c : i u a , t c i -v iu 6 

t h e -oeo'ole of a l l l a n d s , b r i n g i n g t o t h e i r rooms new f low­
e r s , " a n d t o t h e i r t a b l e s new f r u i t s . " 

I n re'oly tt) a q u e s t i o n Dr Li t o l d something of the 
temple gardens t h a t t h e Buddh i s t s e s t a b l i s h wherever they 
g o / The m a i d e n - h a i r t r e e (Ginko b i l o b a ) grown by the 
p r i e s t s was ment ioned i n a r a t h e r unexpec ted connec t ion , 
as t h e seeds a r e se rved wi th r i c e fo r food. 

The d i f f e r e n t "kinds of tung o i l t r e e a r e known to t h e 
Chinese as " t h r e e - y e a r tung" t h a t q u i c k l y comes t o ma t ­
u r i t y ( A l e u r i t e s f o r d i i ) and " t h o u s a n d - y e a r tung1 ' (A.&ont-. 
ana) t h a t i s r e p u t e d t o be very l o n g - l i v e d . A.mol luccana , 
known a l s o on t h e Kermadec I s . i s u sed as an ornamenta l 
p l a n t . 

A q u e s t i o n about the system of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n used i n 
t h e o l d e r w r i t i n g s on Chinese p l a n t s c a l l e d f o r t h , a n i n ­
t e r e s t i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n of t h e way i n which t h e c h a r a c t e r s 
of t h e w r i t t e n language i l l u s t r a t e t h e very e a r l y g roup­
i n g of p l a n t s i n t o he rbs and t r e e s . 

Our v o t e of t hanks could e x p r e s s only very i n a d e q u a t e l y 
our a p p r e c i a t i o n of*Dr L i ' s choice of s u b j e c t and h i s 
p i c t u r e s q u e p r e s e n t a t i o n of h i s "chop suey" /'37^ jjg\) 

MR DUNCAM'S GAKDEN 

Even a t t h i s l a t e * d a t e some ment ion should be made of 
t h e S o c i e t y ' s v i s i t on t h e 6 t h December t o Mr S.Duncan's 
garden a t Tay/a F l a t . \ 

I n a v a l l e y enc lo sed by p i n e s and wi th a wide range bf 
e x o t i c t r e e s p r o v i d i n g a l l degrees of shade and s h e l t e r , 
Mr Duncan has" succeeded i n e s t a b l i s h i n g hundreds of o u r ' 
l e s s e r - k n o w n t r e e s , s h r u b s , and herbaceous p l a n t s . From 
t h e s m a l l e s t c u t t i n g s and s e e d l i n g s be ing p ropaga ted i n 
p o t s t o a 7 0 - y e a r o l d k a u r i of e x c e p t i o n a l h e i g h t , t h e r e ' 
seems to be l i t t l e t h a t i s too d i f f i c u l t f o r him to p e r - . 
suade t o grow. 

An a d j a c e n t g r a s s y s lope i s a l l o t t e d t o f lower ing ma­
nukas and ground o r c h i d s , and we saw a l s o a f l o u r i s h i n g 

. r o c k e r y , a ' h i l l s i d e of cho ice Hebes, most ly i n f lower , and 
a shrubbery c o n t a i n i n g r a r e n a t i v e s of e s p e c i a l h o r t i - / 
c u l t u r a l v a l u e . 

Members w i th ga rdens found t h e i r f i n g e r s i t c h i n g - and 
not i n v a i n - f o r c u t t i n g s and small p l a n t s , arid many w i l l 
have cause t o remember g r a t e f u l l y , i n seasons t o come Mr . 
Duncan r s s k i l l as a propagator and g e n e r o s i t y as a h o s t . 

l i r s Mrs W.W.Samson. 
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