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ZLANT INTRODUGTION AND PLANY LXOHANGE
between China and the western countriss.

The Society enjoyed, on the 12th of ¥arch, a most de-
lightful lecture by Dr Lai Yung Li, a visitor who, after
graduating from Lingnan University, Canton, recsntly
sPent some years in the U.S.A, ‘ :

Though the title given above adequately covered his
sub ject-patter, the spirit of the address is,Dorhaps’
better conveyed by a passage he guoted from T.H.Wilson,

. Keeper of the Arnold Arboretum.

"There is not a scason of the year when flowers are
oren but what some jewel from China calls for admiration,
from thée first blossoms of the Forsythias in carly spring

.to those of the chrysanthemums in the late fall. Whether
it be among trces or shrubs, climbers or herbs, whether
_they be grown for beauty of their flowers, their fruit
or their foliage or for all three, the plants native of
China arc to be found in the gardens ol tho temderate
regions of both hemispheres. They have been won to us by
‘all sorts of agcncies and by all sorts and conditions of
men. To no dart of the world do gardens owe morfé' than
to China - the Kingdom of Flowers." - .

After briefly revicwing the dhysical background of

China, its huge size and immense population, and its
wide range .0ofi altitude, .climate¢, soil and topogradhy,

Dr Li traced in outline the imdortani.carly rccords of
piants in China. It is known from Shen-mung that in
2737 3,CG, {ive kinds of grains were cultivated, and plant

introduction had begun as early as Chang Ch'ien's time
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) ; + o : . t New Year time.
(140-86 B.C.) when pomegranates and grapes were introduced . Chinese olives belong to the family Burseraceae. The

i‘rgm Asi-fa inor. Books dealing with materia medica were fruit of Canarium album and C. la provides oil and can be
written in the 12th to 16th centuries. ' More surprising was 1" pickled., These handsome trees n

ht well be introduced

the account of a work, dated 1178, a monogrash of citrus oy .

fruits, describing 28 varieties and their distribution, lntg;i;gdig:igndthe titoki family, drovides the Royal fruils

culture, storage and vacking. ° " ! of China, the f.ychee and the Lungan. #ith regard to the Ly-
The lecturer vassed on to describe some characteristic " chee,  the famous writer, Su Tung-Po in the 11th century

Chinese plants,. amonz them ornamentals such as crab-advless wrote,: while in exile in the south after he had spoken dis-

of many kinds; Rhododei:drons, a genus with head-quarters in resﬁeéti’ully ol the Imperor: ; :

west China and including the azaleas, among which R, simsii "Beneath these green mountains where spring rules the

xnosm in China as "all mountain red" is the parent of the & -.- % : ‘year,

modern “Be..gian” or "Indian' azaleas; and maznolias, that ‘e Yhere Myrica and -oquat in season apsear;

have for wmore than a thousand years been favorite trees in p sl 4nd feasting on Lychec = three hundred a day,

Chinese gardens. Of roses he said "Consdicuous in the val- et I shouldn't mind staying eternally here."

leys and open mountain slodes everywhere in China are roses, , - Persimmons arc growm in every province and the loguat,
- and from that land have come the princidal darents of the 5 .. though named Eriobotrya jajonica is a native of China.
races of rosecs the garcen-love.s enjoy today; Rosa odorata A A
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var. gigantea, 5.W.China, rolotyde of the Tea Rose; s The introduction of Chinese plants to the west. Knowledge of

engis var. atanca C.China, parent China ¥Fonthly Rose; Oriental Jlants extonded westward through the Chincse armics

and R.multirlora var. cathayensis C.China, narent of Pely- that penetrated to the Caspian Sea in’the early years °f7the

- antha Ro nd crimson raubler. These and other roses have -  Christian era and later by the accounts of harco Polo (‘l)tp

becn cultivated for we know not how many centuries by the ¢ ., century;. The Portuguese in the 16th centrury traded fc?r
Chinese, and it was these ‘that about 1800 were introdueed ' camphor, cassia bark, and medicinal rhubarb, and according
into “urooe* where they were crossed with roses long émwn . to :oradition, the first orange was taken to isbon about this
in Buro>c to @ive the modern ro i i i i ; : : : : & :
forms, ¥ i S e irolaeten i Sl tlmgé the Josuits (from 1552 onwards) the world i3 orofound-
On the Tibetan border, 2000 miles ul the Yangtze, in ns; 1y indebted for its knowledge of things Chinese, and not the

least are garden-lovers under obligation to them for maiking

semi-arid valleys, surroundcd by mountains whosc caks are ; ‘
: .knowvn the rich floral wealth of that land. The first seeds

clothed witk snow eternal, the Regale 1ily has her home,

and grows, not in ones or twos or in tens but in, thousands. *¥,° and dried plant sdecimens from North China were collected by
It was here that in 1910 the American collcctor, Vilson, de-- b’ g priest in the middle of the 18th century and the seed sent
termlnedr to secure such a treasure for gardens, was caught : «to.Paris included Cedrela sinensis, Syringa villosa, and
bct ceir landslips and sustaincd injuries from which he did i  the Chinese aster._»— : - :

not recover for two ycars - but he got the 3y B The Eaét India Company, formed in 1600, played an import-

kany sdgcics of drimula and chrysanthemums like7ise i i intr
belong to ahina. s ¥ : 5 | Ssnk Datil g el

Fruits. In China many fruits have been .evolvod from ?6132133 gggmoghgka. One of the Comdany's inspectors John
native olants; such is the history of the a’ple, the acar S between 1812 and 1832, collgcted all that he could
the eborry, and tie slun grown in China for thoy do mot © . | pipg most rare snd beautiful arowing in the gardens of Can-
hay om0 /i ; wustern spceics.’ The asricot, , | ton. He established Plants in pots drior to dls;{atcm%g
wtic poach, t o ; lenon are natives of China. .| them home to the London Horticultural Sociecty. lie sen _amoag
Kumguats (Lortuucil ng to the citrus family ; | others Azaloas, Camellias, Chrysanthemums, = outan =
(RMGWGC_L ars favorites in 8.Cuina for cundicd fruits and el '“b n nobile, Wistcria sincinsis, and «0sa chid
88 oraaucntals, tue sotted dlants being displayed in homes : Dengd it “eollietor of the -ondon horticultural 5

ol

oduction of many Chinese plants to Eurooe
¢ 18th century we find plants pouring in-—
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-5 Robert Fortune, who , in 1845, shipped 21,000 tea sgeed-
iings fror Shanghai to the Himalayas. These arrived safely
ofd startcd the Indian tca industry of today. TFortune is al-
so credited with long list of dlants introduced to Europe
Prom China.

Dr Bretschneider; a Russian physician in Peking in the
latc 19th century, sent secds to Bouvanic Gardens in Iurone as
well as to the Arnold Arboretum in U.S.A. Species of Syringa
Pyrus, and Hydrangca 7ere mentioned. ; o

Since the b nning of the 20th century hundreds of valu-
able Dlants have been introduced from China to Lurope znd Am-
erica. Among the most important arc: soybean, tung oil,
spucies of Lesdedeza, Citrus, discase-resistant nears and
ph3§tnuts, the jujubee, dersiivions, Lychee, Lungan, aid some

00S.
roduction of western plants into China. The introduction
of strictly foreign plants into China bezan at about the time
of Tu-ti (140-86 5.C.). fThe great Asiatic movement of
plants in the hands of man initiated then continued steadily
until the 14th century and thereafter. From western asia and
surove thers came into China a long line of flowers, veget=
ables and fruits, including the Pistacia, vomezranate, and
cultivated walaut, cabpbage and cauliflower, gavden pea and
bsan, spinach, sugar beet, carrot, lettuce, cucuumber, water—
melon, and numerous otluer vegetables.

In the 16th century another sta e of this sreat economic
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conguest began, when sjecies of Dlants TFrom the Americas were

first introduced into China and acclimatized. These included
t?e Deanut, tomato, Irish potato, sweét potato, and corn. By
1656 the pineasile, the guava, and the custard aople, all
4ierican nad established Chinese names.

More recently, palaya, some pineay?le and many sugar—cane
varieties have been introduced from the Hawaian ‘Is.; slash
zad longleaf pine, selected varieties of citrus, pecan, and
avacado from U.S.4. About 16 years ago half a dozen svecies”
of Eucalyntus were in duced to S.China.

In closing Dr Li hasized that this immensely Ffascinat-
ia field of international D>lant study and exchan-e is one
of the most lé#gical ways of bringing about world veace and
proserity. "In the gardens of the world mankind is seen at
“is pest. It behoves us in these days when time and space
n to disavlear, to renew our intsrests, one
Yitzer; znd to cdoncentraste udon and foster thnese consiructive
iojrces rather than the destructive ones which so stealthily
ereep uvon us. Here then is the field of conquest for all
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the pDeodle of all lands, bringing to their rooums new flow-
ers, and to their tables new fruits." : 3

In renly tb a question Dr Li told somgthlng of the
temple gardens that the Buddhists establish wherever they
go. The maiden-hair tree (Ginko biloba) grown by the
priests was mentioned in a rather unexjected connection,
as the seeds are served with rice for food.

The different kinds of tung oil tree are known to the
Chinese as “three- yegr tung' that quickly comes to mat-
urity (Aleurites fordii) and "thousand;year tung" (A
ana) that is reputed to be very long-lived. A.molluccana,
known also on the Kermadec Is. is used as an ornamental
plant. : % S o g

A question about the system of classification used'ln
the older writings on Chinese plants called forth.an in-
‘teresting demonstration of the way in which the characters
of the writfen language illustrate the vcry early group-
ing of plants into herbs and trecs. 8

Our vote of thanks could exJress only very inadequately
our adpreciation of 'Dr Li's choice of subject and his
Jicturesque presentation of his "chod suey"(

1R DUNGAN'S GAKDEN

Even at this late’date some mention should be made of
the Society's visit on the 6th December to Mr S.Duncan's
garden at Tawa Flat. > '

. In a valley enclosed by pines and with a wide range of
exotic trees providing all dezrees of shade and shelter,
¥r Duncan has succgeded in establishing hundreds of our*
lesser-known trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. From
the smallest cuttings and seedlings being Propagated in |
oots to a 70-year old kauri of excedtional height, there
+0 be little that is too difficult for him to per- .

seems

suade to grow. . 3 :
in adjacent prassy slope is allotted to flowering ma-

nukas and ground orchids, and we saw also a Tlourishing

.rockery, a hillside of choice Hebes, mostly in flowe?, and
a shrubbery containing rare natives of especial horti-
cultural valuve.

liembers with gardens found their fingers itching - and
ndt in vain - for cuttings and small plants, znd many will
have cause %o remember gratefully, in secasons to come lir

ill as roSagator and generosity as a host.
Duncan's ski as a orolaga apners gamson.
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