-5 Robert Fortune, who , in 1845, shipped 21,000 tea sgeed-
iings fror Shanghai to the Himalayas. These arrived safely
ofd startcd the Indian tca industry of today. TFortune is al-
so credited with long list of dlants introduced to Europe
Prom China.

Dr Bretschneider; a Russian physician in Peking in the
latc 19th century, sent secds to Bouvanic Gardens in Iurone as
well as to the Arnold Arboretum in U.S.A. Species of Syringa
Pyrus, and Hydrangca 7ere mentioned. ; o

Since the b nning of the 20th century hundreds of valu-
able Dlants have been introduced from China to Lurope znd Am-
erica. Among the most important arc: soybean, tung oil,
spucies of Lesdedeza, Citrus, discase-resistant nears and
ph3§tnuts, the jujubee, dersiivions, Lychee, Lungan, aid some

00S.
roduction of western plants into China. The introduction
of strictly foreign plants into China bezan at about the time
of Tu-ti (140-86 5.C.). fThe great Asiatic movement of
plants in the hands of man initiated then continued steadily
until the 14th century and thereafter. From western asia and
surove thers came into China a long line of flowers, veget=
ables and fruits, including the Pistacia, vomezranate, and
cultivated walaut, cabpbage and cauliflower, gavden pea and
bsan, spinach, sugar beet, carrot, lettuce, cucuumber, water—
melon, and numerous otluer vegetables.

In the 16th century another sta e of this sreat economic
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conguest began, when sjecies of Dlants TFrom the Americas were

first introduced into China and acclimatized. These included
t?e Deanut, tomato, Irish potato, sweét potato, and corn. By
1656 the pineasile, the guava, and the custard aople, all
4ierican nad established Chinese names.

More recently, palaya, some pineay?le and many sugar—cane
varieties have been introduced from the Hawaian ‘Is.; slash
zad longleaf pine, selected varieties of citrus, pecan, and
avacado from U.S.4. About 16 years ago half a dozen svecies”
of Eucalyntus were in duced to S.China.

In closing Dr Li hasized that this immensely Ffascinat-
ia field of international D>lant study and exchan-e is one
of the most lé#gical ways of bringing about world veace and
proserity. "In the gardens of the world mankind is seen at
“is pest. It behoves us in these days when time and space
n to disavlear, to renew our intsrests, one
Yitzer; znd to cdoncentraste udon and foster thnese consiructive
iojrces rather than the destructive ones which so stealthily
ereep uvon us. Here then is the field of conquest for all
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the pDeodle of all lands, bringing to their rooums new flow-
ers, and to their tables new fruits." : 3

In renly tb a question Dr Li told somgthlng of the
temple gardens that the Buddhists establish wherever they
go. The maiden-hair tree (Ginko biloba) grown by the
priests was mentioned in a rather unexjected connection,
as the seeds are served with rice for food.

The different kinds of tung oil tree are known to the
Chinese as “three- yegr tung' that quickly comes to mat-
urity (Aleurites fordii) and "thousand;year tung" (A
ana) that is reputed to be very long-lived. A.molluccana,
known also on the Kermadec Is. is used as an ornamental
plant. : % S o g

A question about the system of classification used'ln
the older writings on Chinese plants called forth.an in-
‘teresting demonstration of the way in which the characters
of the writfen language illustrate the vcry early group-
ing of plants into herbs and trecs. 8

Our vote of thanks could exJress only very inadequately
our adpreciation of 'Dr Li's choice of subject and his
Jicturesque presentation of his "chod suey"(

1R DUNGAN'S GAKDEN

Even at this late’date some mention should be made of
the Society's visit on the 6th December to Mr S.Duncan's
garden at Tawa Flat. > '

. In a valley enclosed by pines and with a wide range of
exotic trees providing all dezrees of shade and shelter,
¥r Duncan has succgeded in establishing hundreds of our*
lesser-known trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. From
the smallest cuttings and seedlings being Propagated in |
oots to a 70-year old kauri of excedtional height, there
+0 be little that is too difficult for him to per- .

seems

suade to grow. . 3 :
in adjacent prassy slope is allotted to flowering ma-

nukas and ground orchids, and we saw also a Tlourishing

.rockery, a hillside of choice Hebes, mostly in flowe?, and
a shrubbery containing rare natives of especial horti-
cultural valuve.

liembers with gardens found their fingers itching - and
ndt in vain - for cuttings and small plants, znd many will
have cause %o remember gratefully, in secasons to come lir

ill as roSagator and generosity as a host.
Duncan's ski as a orolaga apners gamson.
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