
j.s Rober t F o r t u n e , who , i n 1*%5, sh ipped 21,000 t e a seed ­
l ings from Shanghai t o t he Himalayas . These a r r i v e d s a f e l y 

ond s t a r t e d t h e I n d i a n t e a i n d u s t r y of t oday . For tune i s a l - --
so c r e d i t e d v i t h long l i s t of p l a n t s i n t r o d u c e d to Europe 
from Cbina. 

Dr B r e t s c h n e i d e r , a Russ ian p h y s i c i a n i n Pek ing i n the 
l a t o 19 th c e n t u r y , sen t seeds to Booanic Gardens i n Europe as 
Well as t o t h e ..Arnold Arboretum i n U.S.A. S p e c i e s of Syringa, , 
P y r u s , and Hydrangea were ment ioned . 

S ince t h e beg inn ing of t h e 20th cen tu ry hundreds of v a l u ­
a b l e p l a n t s have been i n t r o d u c e d from China t o Europe -and Am- -
e r i c a . Among t h e most impor t an t a r e : so3>"bean, tung o i l , 
s p e c i e s of Lespedeza , C i t r u s 5 d i s e a s e - r e s i s t a n t pea r s and 
c h e s t n u t s , t h e j u j u b e e , p e s i m m o n s , Lychee, Lungan, > and some 
bamboos. ^ 
I n t r o d u c t i o n of wes t e rn p l a n t s i n t o China. The i n t r o d u c t i o n 
of s t r i c t l y f o r e i g n p l a n t s i n t o China began a t about t h e t ime 
of V/u-ti (lifO-86 B . C . ; . The g r e a t A s i a t i c movement of 
p l a n t s i n the hands of man i n i t i a t e d t hen con t inued s t e a d i l y 
u n t i l t he 1 ifth c e n t u r y ' a n d t h e r e a f t e r . From wes t e rn As ia and 
Europe t h e r e came i n t o China a l o n g l i n e of f l o w e r s , v e g e t ­
a b l e s and f r u i t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e P i s t a c i a , pomegrana te , and 
c u l t i v a t e d walnut , cabbage and c a u l i f l o w e r , garden pea and 
bean, s p i n a c h , s u g a r b e e t , c a r r o t , l e t t u c e , cucumber, w a t e r ­
melon, and numerous o t h e r v e g e t a b l e s . 

I n t h e 16 th cen tu ry a n o t h e r s ta / .e of t h i s g r e a t economic 
conquest began, when s p e c i e s of p l a n t s from t h e Americas were 
f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d i n t o China and a c c l i m a t i z e d . These i n c l u d e d 
the peanu t , t omato , I r i s h p o t a t o , sweet p o t a t o , and co rn . By>» 
1656 t h e P i n e a p p l e , t h e guava, and the c u s t a r d a p p l e , a l l 
American had e s t a b l i s h e d Chinese names. 

More r e c e n t l y , papaya, some P ineapp le and many suga r - cane 
v a r i e t i e s have been i n t r o d u c e d from the H a w a i a n - I s . ; s l a s h 
and l o n g l e a f p i n e , s e l e c t e d v a r i e t i e s of c i t r u s , pecan, and 
avacado from U.S.A. About 16 y e a r s ago h a l f a dozen s p e c i e s ' 
of E u c a l y p t u s were i n t r o d u c e d ' t o S.China. 

I n c l o s i n g Dr L i emphasized t h a t t h i s iEimensely f a s e i n a t -
i n f i e l d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l p l a n t s tudy and exchange i s one 
of t he roost l o g i c a l ways of b r i n g i n g about wor ld peace and 
Pros v e r i t y . ' ' 'In t h e ga rdens of t h e world mankind i s seen a t 
*iis best . . I t behoves us i n t h e s e days when t ime and space 
b 3gin t o d i a a p p e a r , t'o renew our i n t e r e s t s , one people i n an- • 
0' :her, and t o c o n c e n t r a t e upon and f o s t e r t t iese c o n s t r u c t i v e 
i' ) rces r a t h e r than t h e d e s t r u c t i v e ones which so s t e a l t h i l y 
c r e e p upon u s . Mere t h e n i s t h e f i e l d of conques t f o r a l l 
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s t u d e n t s of p l a n t s f o r mxernaoioaa-i . u u - u ^ i a c : i u a , t c i -v iu 6 

t h e -oeo'ole of a l l l a n d s , b r i n g i n g t o t h e i r rooms new f low­
e r s , " a n d t o t h e i r t a b l e s new f r u i t s . " 

I n re'oly tt) a q u e s t i o n Dr Li t o l d something of the 
temple gardens t h a t t h e Buddh i s t s e s t a b l i s h wherever they 
g o / The m a i d e n - h a i r t r e e (Ginko b i l o b a ) grown by the 
p r i e s t s was ment ioned i n a r a t h e r unexpec ted connec t ion , 
as t h e seeds a r e se rved wi th r i c e fo r food. 

The d i f f e r e n t "kinds of tung o i l t r e e a r e known to t h e 
Chinese as " t h r e e - y e a r tung" t h a t q u i c k l y comes t o ma t ­
u r i t y ( A l e u r i t e s f o r d i i ) and " t h o u s a n d - y e a r tung1 ' (A.&ont-. 
ana) t h a t i s r e p u t e d t o be very l o n g - l i v e d . A.mol luccana , 
known a l s o on t h e Kermadec I s . i s u sed as an ornamenta l 
p l a n t . 

A q u e s t i o n about the system of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n used i n 
t h e o l d e r w r i t i n g s on Chinese p l a n t s c a l l e d f o r t h , a n i n ­
t e r e s t i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n of t h e way i n which t h e c h a r a c t e r s 
of t h e w r i t t e n language i l l u s t r a t e t h e very e a r l y g roup­
i n g of p l a n t s i n t o he rbs and t r e e s . 

Our v o t e of t hanks could e x p r e s s only very i n a d e q u a t e l y 
our a p p r e c i a t i o n of*Dr L i ' s choice of s u b j e c t and h i s 
p i c t u r e s q u e p r e s e n t a t i o n of h i s "chop suey" /'37^ jjg\) 

MR DUNCAM'S GAKDEN 

Even a t t h i s l a t e * d a t e some ment ion should be made of 
t h e S o c i e t y ' s v i s i t on t h e 6 t h December t o Mr S.Duncan's 
garden a t Tay/a F l a t . \ 

I n a v a l l e y enc lo sed by p i n e s and wi th a wide range bf 
e x o t i c t r e e s p r o v i d i n g a l l degrees of shade and s h e l t e r , 
Mr Duncan has" succeeded i n e s t a b l i s h i n g hundreds of o u r ' 
l e s s e r - k n o w n t r e e s , s h r u b s , and herbaceous p l a n t s . From 
t h e s m a l l e s t c u t t i n g s and s e e d l i n g s be ing p ropaga ted i n 
p o t s t o a 7 0 - y e a r o l d k a u r i of e x c e p t i o n a l h e i g h t , t h e r e ' 
seems to be l i t t l e t h a t i s too d i f f i c u l t f o r him to p e r - . 
suade t o grow. 

An a d j a c e n t g r a s s y s lope i s a l l o t t e d t o f lower ing ma­
nukas and ground o r c h i d s , and we saw a l s o a f l o u r i s h i n g 

. r o c k e r y , a ' h i l l s i d e of cho ice Hebes, most ly i n f lower , and 
a shrubbery c o n t a i n i n g r a r e n a t i v e s of e s p e c i a l h o r t i - / 
c u l t u r a l v a l u e . 

Members w i th ga rdens found t h e i r f i n g e r s i t c h i n g - and 
not i n v a i n - f o r c u t t i n g s and small p l a n t s , arid many w i l l 
have cause t o remember g r a t e f u l l y , i n seasons t o come Mr . 
Duncan r s s k i l l as a propagator and g e n e r o s i t y as a h o s t . 

l i r s Mrs W.W.Samson. 
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