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3 nteres
by Dr Cockeyne's. pheto
Ir D 'hﬂfneuuer m" Ma‘tak

hle "Trees of _New ealand", and by the fact that
t’seme tvrelv

$o fan as I k:mv no ene hnd fohlﬂ ,upqoi.os .gmwin V. )
years ago I nede a ter nordi te. ﬂa’ttaia for the ong -purpose of ‘finding
Pit to:mﬂrum nd growing it Ixn my ga"dﬂn in Warkworth. I went
armed wato & “Uf an unoeommun hill, and 2,V was two or three
mil eg. away Froom theroo ¢ Unfortunately mos* of £ ad been cut out,
and I failled $o. i 1

from

Slnge them T have hurnted the country from “hanganei Harbour to
the Wai tcmata, withoat success, 30, rather reluctantly; I had to go
back o Kaltala.’ "ﬁueuﬂman }?ii‘eB the lLocality as Tematamahce Ranges My
I(aita]'fa f“*ienﬂz correch ne and say Tmmn’ra Mahooo Plcaae, alter in your'
Manval:

Soon after reaching Xailtaia on the firet Satuv-day in September T

* learned of a gentleman of 83 fummers who, in days gone by, had hunted

for plants aiang wltk the late HoB. Matthewn, whe was:the lagt to report

. Bovirgatum about -30 years =2go. This gentlemsn informed me: that at

one ‘time he ‘had Poyi rga'h.\m growing in his garden, but it had long pince
died. Yes, k¢ remembened H.B.M, I‘inding Revirgatum, he and Mr E.G:sfat=-
thews were with him at the time. Yes, he would po*nt out the place, but
doubted. whéther the plant could be found as it was seme-miles back:in '/
.the bushs It was arranged that he show us the place on Monday,

satux-day evening was spent in persuading & daffodil enthusiast
4o teke &n intereat in the rare rative plants of the district, to such
rgood effect that he tipent all day Sunday, in the ra in, huntin% with me,
but we failed to €ind Poyirgatum. Lo/

2 On Monday morning had the pleasure of meetiug My ‘Ross Michie, '
wbo threw yp everythihg to take me anywhere - I wished %0 go - but he
would like to-show me a pavch of Makamaka (Ackima rogaefolia)s First
we'-had to see a garden with variocus Pittosperums, including the.original

“lant of P.obeordatum that. was transplanted from the fSwamp (this plant,
by the way, i8 15 feet high, and has no sign of adult: leayes as yct). R
Then. as i%. was getting late to tackle a really big day, ‘we went %o bue
the“old*géntleman; “and-decided to leave going after tho« Povirgatum- $111.
Tuesday morning. -

So off Mr Liichie and I went to see the makamaka in bloom.

We alimbed gome 300 yax-d:: up a rather steep ridge with bush on

the right and grassland on the'left, and there about 2 chains off was a
tree some 20 feet nigh, that at that distance ceuld be a kohuhu
(Pittosgo enu1_folium), but on getting nearer it was unknowm to eithep*
ofus = aeould it be Vir, virgatum? ‘Eagerly and most excitedly wve hunted for
young plants to prove i1t, and-as we approached the tree, right at our -
feet was ono about 4 feet high with the unmistakable pinpatifid leaf of‘
P.virgatum. \lere ‘we excited? Yes, seed on it too, and. young plaatn £
‘galorel = But'we touldn't stop to congratulate ourcelVoly Dy 01i rhing - 4

& nearby tree.we gould get seed and specimens, and Q) the $Op, @ fon
the obovate leaveg of the adult stage that so very little ham been .
heard: abeut,. My enly rogret was that my new reoruilt of Yy a day before '
was net in at the kill vith us.. T N

i

He was with s when we set off on 'mesday, armed” with gugar bogs
and ‘a digger. to ensure that another of our N.Z. planis-shall not be
exterminated by bhe exe and fire. How we enjoyed it ~OELy thosc who
nave experienced the thrili can appreciate it.

A nd now for some racts and gigures. :
Adult ‘plants Been =~m=mmma-m about iz |
Young plants ===~~==~==w---= hundreds I

', - Helf-grown plants =----—~--- pbou}

: A ree!



- yes, but most had shed i
no, but flower buds
12- to 27 feet

- 2% to 5% inches.

In seed
¥ v In bloom -=-=-
-Height of adult —---- )
Trunk diameter of adult

All adult. trees had some pinnatifid leaves. A few trees had a
8 few obovate leaves: The most interesting Point ofall was that there
i were two types of juvenile plente, and it would seem that they retain
: their two separate forms right through their various changes and stages,
L but I will let the specimens .speak fTor themselvese. f

| . The plants were growing on good soil, with nikau and puriri, both
lover. of good soil, on the same @idge. Height above sea-level was
: about 400 ‘to 500 feet, and the situation warm, on the north-eastern side
25 of the ridge.
In my quest for P.virgatum I also rescued from a herelict garden
a large plant of P.dallii, got some ofwhat I take to be P.buchanani, got
further evidence Of a new Hebe, and last, but by no means least, was
direcled where to find Pittosporum matthewsii, which I have since located
- and distributed. But tRaET IE- another story.

¥
L M. Cameron Finlayson, Warkworth. ¢
. . s I
EXCUKSION _TO OTAKI PLANT MUSEUM. i
Saturday 9th Oetober was grey and rain threatened, but eight

faithful members met at the Otari Plant Museum, and some did some weediné
on the rockery while awaiting late arrivals.

On the hillside faving the main gate there was a good eollection

3 of. conifers, seventeen of the twenty indigenous species being seen. There
} . .were Libocedrus plumosa (doniana), and La.bidwillil; the three species
",

2e5 seven specxes of Podocarpug, ineluding the comparatively .rare Podocarpus
. acutifolius (needle-leaved totara) and P.hallii (thin-barked totara)
which were grcwing beside the common -P,%totara and the subalpine

. P.nivalis.’ Of the four speciés of Dacrydium seen D.kirkil was very

t+ = 1interesting - one tree was all juvenile except for & few leaves of
adult growth growing frem the branches of juvenile foliage. Agathis,
australis (kauri) was also there.

The different maires, Olea montana, O, eunningha mii, and
O.lanceolata .were growing beside cne another, making cecmparison easy,
and the difrferent species of Corckia and meenanthe ra were also growlng.
in close proximity. .

We were all interested in the different stages of growth . of
Pseudopanax crassifolium var. trifoliolatum. There were examples of the
young tree with single deflexed leaves and then trees with their leaves
in threés instead of the customary single ones of that stages It was
noticed that the leaves were not all in threes, though they were the
g i most, ‘common, some being in twos and fours, while at the end of each’
! yeae's growth a whorl of single leaves was produced.

L . Some of-.us were puzzled by Myrtus ralphii, a series of hybrids
* between M.bullata and M.obcordata, and also gy some stunted dense
‘bushes cf Coprosma species.

Among the herbs seen the most notable was gumtralina novae-
¢ zelandiae, which was growing on the banks near the stream.

4 Hilary Wilton.
*of Phyllocladus, P.alpinus; 7 .glaucus, and P.trichomanoides;-
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