".these shrubs are Aspleniums of several-specles. (on€¢ particularky
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Although mountain plants for the most part,  Celmisias can algo be four
Lrund at or near sea level. Cheeseman records from sea level C. lindsayi,
holosex‘icea, rigida, hookeri, mackaui, major, gracilenta, graminifolia,
inearis and argenfea on the mainland and taree ochers irom Stewart,

“Uckland and Gampbell Islands.

Mr McKay at Otari has had seedlings of C.mackaui growing naturally
as has Mrs Martin. This plant can be increased vegotativsly by breaking
off porticnm ofa large plant and the same thing applies to Q.1lindsayi,
sinclairii, specta ilis and glandulosa and probably some of the others
5 as many of them branch profusely and
others form mats such us C.argentea, 1ar1cifol:g_a_, sessiliflora and
others. Moisture seems to be a necessity in the summer months for these
plants and hosing has to be resorted to in the drier periods. C.ramulosa
seems t0 be the enly Celmisia which grows as a shrub although others
are woody at the bases As mentioned at a previvus meeting several species
are well known as "fire weeds" and are increaging lamjely to the sorrow
of ‘the sheep farmer who would in many cases kill them oQut wheolesale if
possible in favour of gracing plants.

In my own gerden I have growing more species of Celmisia than of
any other genus and If I kad to confine myself to grioing one genus only
there 18 no possible doubt as to what that genus would be.

a.D.Beddie.

'WALLACEVILLE FIELD DAY. :

- The forethought displayed some 4O years ago by the late Dr Gilruth,
has vreserved for us a small remnant of the bush which once grew in that
part of the Hutt Valley, and his appreciation of trecs has made the
Wallaceville Animal Research Station grounds a very pleasant ace today.
.Besides the area of bush preserved there, many of the mrigina{‘itotaras
were left standing in the paddocks, and man.y exotics were planted as
boundaries, and also around the caretaker's cottage. Ailruth's wise.
discrimination has 1ert 'for posterity a heritage both useful ‘and interest-
ing.

Members of the Soclety had the opportunity of visiting this locality.
an the 18th September and though heavy rains had fallen just before every-
one managed the damp conditiéns easily. The party had mixed interests,
but ‘all found something worth while, the moss-gatherers, those seeking
exotic conifers, and thoge interested in the lowland forest.

No stock is allowed to run in the bush area which is fenced off frbm
the rest. ofthe farm. Some exotiés have crept in, the most troublesome
beéing Berberis vulgarig, But lately the undergrowth has been coming away
more rapidly and it may in time oust some of the intruders.

The dominant tree of the upper canopy is Nothofagus solandri. The
very mixed middle canopy includes Pittosporum eugenicdes, M_g_g_glluﬂ\,
Nothopanax arboreum, Buttonia salicina, QOlearia rani, Myrtus:bullata,
Olea cunninghamii, and several apecies of G Coprosma, the pdssible hybrid:
between the last mentioned giving much material, fe for tholight. Sha 3'.

speoimen being seen-with & close. bulbifeium afrinity), Pelll,\ea\ Tobul ‘_j.rolia,
Polypddium_diversifolium, Cardami’na a ivtia}: imella
intermedia, and Lagenophoza\gumlla: iverwor«.mwere re most
attractive after the-rain. It was amongst th hnesi gfi’rri cho-
colea australis that the tihy Oorzgantbes 451l obe igg: aeen with its

deep purple and green flowers qu hidden PRV ;
oling -forest trees, Podooarpus_totars,
\zg_nzl_rmhml_é‘-

There were a few patches. «
Beilschmidia tawa and matai, ' A vervy ,ine ‘specimen of Olea
near the old archard wae An full oweér, as was alse Paratro
micraphylla. .

* Throughout the buah here are occasional clumps of Eletranthe [
tetrapetala growing:..on Nothcfagus solandri and they are a gay sight -whén
in bloom during the summer. But jus’® ai this time of the year this
mistletoe was seen at its best perhaps on a strange host; len exotic,
Betuka alba, a silver birch planted near the outskirts of [the bush, The
five green clumps of mistletoe showed clearly through the bare branches
~nd appeared to be finding conditions there most sultable, M(Sinclair. -
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