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~oP Worrias from green to orange—sca‘;ehu The eason uppearo to have
suited - the Nyriis famxly as-all kinds on our *%ramps have showvn & fine
lot.-of “flowgr ——..soms bushes ware aWnost white “Lidee..the folmily
aromatic. scent. 'of their fLOWﬁrs,

: Ons of the’ oarty found, a- clump of very' ong
piece of fata vine by the side of the srack. i?

home, and carrying itlonihis shoulder had 0.8
..as8 thay ‘trailed on the ground‘

.0, PARSOIS .

COLONT &" KNOB, 26.2.44.

The uxcursion t6 Colonial Knob (batwe:h Tawa Fiat and the Ohariu
_coast) was attended by 13 members. Resisting the tumpyation %o stay
“in Mr,. Duncan?s garden wo soon Teached the small stream below the
‘Mental Hospltal dam, where small frogs and tadpolss’ proved a furthser
ihd- more ‘una pactad coynter-attraction. The bush,filling one main
;. gukly and peturlng ‘out’ into more or Iaes sc“ubb" growth on the ridges,
) fter the dry summe Half-ripe tawa b=vr;bs
- ghowad Oppossum trad=marks 1rd there was considerable
‘farm enikmgls graze from t¢m° to time within the bush.
pity whyn it is cons*dared thﬁt a. few years 3@0 monoy

Bill 28 Ware bo¢1=d in a glada of uikau bu51da a rapid 1ittle
4 flowing over ‘rocks stained with %he br*vh maroon colour of
Toasted mushrbom W3S A special feature of

Some o* L}v
to - gb on to the top to see tha 1ntergstlng seruby
ﬁrts by -goprosma’ foetidisgima, .and “the s1ngle surv1v;ng
gnomalum. Tha rest rﬁturn v a steop side gully
mahoz and supplejack wers. espa011 1y notad. This took
N ‘upper, part of the strsam bed, uhera ‘th'a wealth of lush
growth sspecially of biyophytes, was so attractive that progress was
.vary siow. The %wo partiés Joinad forces ,again-over g second billy +
nushrooms: Interltde,~ "and then returned %0 Yr. Duncan's. garden., Only
.2 faW. 0f the high llghts can bé Menti ned, The climbing Semecio sciad
phi%us-'lth -dainty:.yéllow flowers: -Fuchfia procumbens with crect
Iittle flowers and dispronortionataly big fruits: the kau?i tree,
planted apout 70 yvears ago 'and now 70 fest high, 50 inchses in girth a
foot-above the ground, and bearing dozens Of 2 08t - ripe cones: Oleari
nchyphylla’ (tha one that ‘has'a very restricted ‘diekribution in-The Ba
; oF Plenty) and Olearia wVicennﬂef0711, in flower: Molicyius ramiflorus
W-th a,wonderful show of purple fruitg:. Zar? a autumnq_ls‘“n perfect
lowar-hers. and thare along tracks.
The Soclety's: thenks ard dus to Mr. “uncan for his hospitality
. g 'adﬁrship, and for his enthusiasm towards pro rv;ﬁg one of the
ifaw. rpprpsantative patches of damp fo;est in his immediate disrict.

i v . THE VEGETATION OF THE WATTAKSTRE RANGES.

. On March 20th Miss J.Hillary gave an account of the plant ocover—
ing of this low range to the north west of Auckland City. After a
brief sketch of .the geological history of the area she described the
ﬂ'ehlef plant communities, wwth the help of Januefn glides.

: The mixed—dicotyWOus rain forest is eﬂtenslve ,mostly dominated
V. tawa though rimu-rata forest is characteristic especLaTIy of ths
heads of valleys to the west and south. Taraire, Litsaea calicaris,
* Phyllocladus glaucag, tanskaha, the large flowervd Alsauosmla
Weinmannia silvicola, Libocearhs pl umosa all common gpecies there ar
'‘notably absent at the latitude of ington. Elatostemma rugosa,
* - thers very abundant, extsnds to the Tararua foothills.
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Bsech is sparsely represented by Nothofagug truncatz,and kauri
forest is the second important vegetation unit, occupying ridges in
particular. The kauri itself and its characteristic bar: patiern were
fully illustrated, and an interesting account was given of climbing
ths trees for gum. Root-grafts were specially mentionad. Species
accompanying kauri were shown, and the extensive kauri regeneration
of this arsa was referrzd to. An all-too~brisf account of the gume
lande, onca dominated by kaurl but now covered with Lo
rzfarancs to ground orchids, Drosers, guadiggers
alliptica), and the sphamsral pygmy Lycopod

As a scparats contribution Hillary brought for our
a very fine set of Australian plants coliscizd by ons of her pux
They were beautifully przesed and arranged, and reitained wuch oF
their gay natural colours.

ig

A showy collection of berries, brought by membsrs who had spend
the weskend in the Orongorongo Vallsy, included thrse spociles of
Ooprosma, winsborry with fruit like black currants, Caulthorig
antipoda both red and whits, Pratia, Wertera, Dianclia, and Haire
tawake with flower buds a faw iunches away from its blg crimsen frulte.

EXCURSION TQ KHANDALLAN RWSTRVE, 29th January.

Although only six membere madé this trip, to the younger members
of the Society, who were in this majority, it proved & very profitable
outing. .

The plants visible from ths main track seemed mostly very young.
Genlosgtoma lipustrifolium, hangehange, lined the track for most of

the way. Small Parsonsias, for the most part P, hebterovhylla though
one or two P, capsularis were to be seen, wers Jjust baeg g on their

liane 1life. Dysoxylum spegtabiles, kohekohe, was seen in quite large
numbers and its stateliness was numirsd by all. Hedvcarya arborag,
pigaon wood, snd Nothopanax arborsum wars lesg numerous shan tac
kohaskohe, and soms N. edgerley: was seen.

Tha only orchid noticad was Dsndrobium cunnin almost at
the 2nd of its flowsring ssason. Amonget the forn i on tho upwar
track were Asplenium bulbiforum with planty of small buibils,spocies
of Polypodium and kidney fern, Trichomanse reniforma. Dicksonia
squarrosa was sought 2fter by one membar, but w out successs A% the
top of the hill (oprosma Ffoeotldissina made its prosence known after
one tripper had toyed with Li¥.

. After a short rest, half of thse party proceedsd to walk over the
hilles to Karori, whilst tho others tool the wmors lelsursly ride back
in the train.

H.Z,CONNOR.,

Annual subseription to the Society: -~ In Welll
. Beyond Y

Acting Hon.Seoretary: ~ Dr. G.B.Oona, 52 Yaseinee Rd, ,Karori.
' ! trhone H0¢26-597

Tditor: . L.B. Moore.
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