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NAMESI. . NAMES! - NAMES: -

{"Those Troublesome Names' by Prof.Arnold Waili:; This cyclostyled pamphbie’,
Bulletin No.l of the Auckland Botanical Society, appearsd .in July,
Financed-by the Gore Adams Publication Fund, 1t is avaeilable -at l/—- per
CODY Orders may be left with the Secretav-y or Editox.

Yes,  "Those Troublesome Namesf of Sur plants! . How shsll we pronounce them, why

. were they given; what do they mean, why are_they so offen changed, why cannot.we
be content with.the familiar popular names?  Question upon question ariges,and
what an entertaining and enlightening book could be written to supply the answers.
Clematis marata, now, what on -earth did the younger Armstrong mean? What essays
have been written to discuss how we should pronounce Clematis! i i

Away back in 1919 I listened to a delighti’ul address by Pro;essor Wa.l'4 on the
pronunciation of our plant names, “Tou may read it, shorn of some of the shrewd
asides, in the Transactions of the New Zealangd. msutute for that- year, and
perhaps the complexity of the. problem will surprise you.. And yet, is 1% not
worth while, :as Wall_ suggests, %o make some effort to break out of the Tower of
“Babel?- For as we mové through’ “the green -shads of the’ forest path, or climb- ‘uhe
high hills on-a day of hot. weather, ‘what memories of the” ‘_a'-c)es of old come’
thronging in, of our plant finder _d our -plant namers, ° Banks and Solander,’
pioneers of pioneers; the Forstérs father and .son, and Spama.nn - Menzies, #
D!'Urville,Lesson, Richard; . . the ga.llant Cunninghams, the venturous Bidwill and;
Dieifenba.ch' ‘Raoul, Wilkes, Hooker's glant:.figure making straight the path; the
. amazing Colenso, the il1-fated Sinclair; Iyall,Monro,Travers,Haast, Lindsay,
Buchanan, Hector -- the pages ‘of histury unfold -befors us, the pla.nts enshrine the
names of - those who told us something of their story. T5 the bead-roll of fa.me
-.ge add thosé nearer our own time as we pause to gaze on Setiecio kirkld,

cesemania enysii, and gibbsii, Ee.nunculus berggrenii, Stellaria roughii, =,
ﬁiphylla trailii, Aatel:.a cocka,mei, Agrogtis petriei,and 80 Mmany more, .
The’ yebples of the world ho.ve contributed as nemers ---the branches of our ‘owa |
race ; Frenchmen;Germans, Swedes, Italians,Danes,iacri,and more, Ths langiages of
the world have_been - called on to provide the names; from the Greek,Hydrocotyle,
the Latin §21nlfex, the Italian Maratbia, the German Gleichenia, the French
Danthonia, the Dutch Korthalsgella, the English Doodle (did you kr'ow? s the Maori
Corokia, from -~ but.see for yourselves what Wa.ll has to say. There e.,;e hybrids 5
too, but never mind. And we pronounce them in ways that mske seholars wincs,

foreigners shrug, the latinist to d1ssolve into tears, and ourselves to poke fun
a,t ‘one another.

And now Wall, as who could bette:c'x’ hasbegun-to tell us the orlgin of thege
names. - ;ﬁ@s his ‘space was short @nd he had to omit meny exciting details.
-Aleophila. recalls -the shady groves 1t delights in, Alsevosmia perfumes the glades.

" Yo learn of Ayg!ri .the doorless, of the many~footed Poly Polypodiam, of the tearful

Dacrydium, of-Arundo the reed shaken by the wind, of Iuzula the firefly (why did’
De Candolle christen it so, perhaps your’ guess is the right one).

Liber‘hia we love; let us pow salute the Be glan lady,Madame Libert,stydent of j
Iiverworts sfrom whom 1t derived its plemsant name, Selliera with its glesming
eyes ("Corplla. oblique,split to the base at the back? says the presaic
% ‘toxonomist) brings  back ‘the tang of the sea to our nogtrils, Let it now also
acall ‘Wetalic Sellier,who drew its picture for Cavanilles,who described it and
QVS’ 1t 4ts name, How -appropriate are the names Gastrodia,Stelisria,0allitriche,

os ermu.m' Here in’ Wa.ll’s pamphlet. is wealth a~pleniy,but as we read are.we |
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not esger foy morat What do most of ne knnv.i of Qovithiev,of Sutton,of Parsoms,
oi Zamvehellli  Gan ony of you. thzuw 1ighi on the elusuvve: Paes 727

Taaylc you, Frni"emnor Wall; meve please! 4nd maybve ve s:',;:ﬂ_ 1 oerown you FEY

\':"allin. for Arnoldia we' camot bostow on you. Ehou! I Zind that VWellias is

. .gone %00, :stolen eway back in 18561 by Alefeld to namp o walnutl’ Bub honour you,
WO QOaociioe vt

2.H,Allan,

SOIL _ NICROBIOLOGY.

On Honday, May 15th, Mr, Warcup, & rescarch student at Victorie College give &
lecture to the Botanicel Socioty on Soil ilicroblology. He explained to ua eb
the beginning that the soil ectuelly consisted to a considvrable exbent of
1living oxgonisms, Mony Icinds of worms and insects, large and small, ond many
snallor snimals oearcely visible to the human eye lived within the soil. A

+ gront vorlety and a vory large number of microscopic plan‘ts‘ peroe 2leo represontod.
Thase Were goil bactoria, soil elgae and soil fungl, and the,growth was largely

« conceined with the decay and broaking down of oll the waste organic materlol 4

», » which came from tho Geath of larger plents and animels. « It was realisod that
thin tho soil therc lived a very complox community.

Yery little work haa so.far been done in New Zealund in exploring the soil
fanzi Wt Mr,¥ercup showed thot he had made o good boginning. By taking
, ‘'nauples of soil from different localitios and growing smell amounts in petri
" dishes on sterilisod nutrient jelly he hod discoverod the presence 6f many
" aifferant fuagmi. . Particular attention was pald o isolating Fusarium spp.
. becavuso those funcd are luportant in causing root and stem diseaces in weny
cultivated cropss They do not .confino their activitlos in the soll to dead
, ruots and other dead orzeale materinl but emm invade growing rlants as woll,
Iupnrdvm spp. had been found in virgin bugh s0il as woll as in cultivated farm
* lands, Tho fungal coloalas, os the sproading plunts aro called, which were
? oxhibitod sroing in dishes and tubes, showod tho bright colours, espocially
‘plnk and rod vhich are churocteristic of this gonus., Tho writer of t$his note
© grow o lorge number of renge iilics (Arthropodium cirrhatud) from sced bub
lost ¢ lot of young plents fxom the ovil intervintion of o similar Pusprium ep. .
which invadod tho stcms, recucing thom to a.mush., Choractorisiic pﬁk stroaks
"}woro formad on tho doad plants. 2

"

' One of the lecturer's most intercsbing oxhibits was a dish containing colonies
of a soil fungus very liké the ordinary bread movld, OColonies of two kinds had

“*boen sepurated and planted slde by side. The whito cotion wool-like growth had
#s" gpread from each ©1ll 1t touched its neighbour. Iines of black fructifications
. formod whore the two growths met, . The two strains of the fungus wore in fach
4 'plus! and 'minus!, that 1s, they showed o vory simple form of sexuality.

. The -two fungi were apparently identical but nelther could fruit alono tut had
¢+, to exchonge some matorial with the other before devoloping the blaclk

“': fructification.
The large amount of sompling und isolating of difforont fungi which My, Varcup
had accomplished showed that he alresdy was woll acquainted with his vory
‘interosting subjoct. g GO & 2 ; .

,. 3 5 G. B. Cone. ;

1 * . 'NATURAT, HISTORY IN DEVONSHIE, : v

» , On t4& evoning of July 17th, after tho business of tho Annual Gonoral Mooting,
¥ *we vard ontprtginod by Miss Drake, a visltor to+Welllnston, and a former
-% Prodident o tho Ixoter Field Club. 'In lively fashion sho outlinod for ua
tho composition and activitloes of tho Club and its backsround,
Tho .county of Devon,in which Exoter lics, hus o flora of some 1142 speclos,of
: which about 30 aro ferns, one of thom the fomous Oorunda rogalis, Tho animalg
includo 300 kinds of birds, variows dooxr; otber, budgor, stoat,and hedgchoe.
: The wilds of Dartmoor,covering 3-400 squars miles and rising to 2050 foet arn
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