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NAMES!. • NAMES! • NAMESI 

("Those Troublesome Names" by Prof,Arnold Wall Thiss Cyclostyled pamphlet, 
Bulletin No.l of the Auckland Botanical Society, appeared in July.. 
financed.:-by the Gore .Adams Publication fund, i t i s avai lable at l/- per 
copy. Orders may be l e f t with the Secretary or Editor .) 

Yes, "Those Troublesome Names" of our plants . ! How shall we pronounce them, why 
were they given, what do they mean, why are they so often changed, w£y cannot.we 
be content witla..the familiar popular names? Question upon question ar ises ,and 
what an entertaining and enlightening book could be written to supply the answers 
Clematis marat a, now, what on earth did the younger Armstrong mean? What essays 
have been written to discuss how we should pronounce Clematisj 

. Away back in 1919 I l i s tened to a delightiful, address by Professor Wall on the 
pronunciation of our plant names, ^ o u may read i t , shorn of some of the shrewd 
as ides , in the Transactions ofNew Zealand-Insti tute for that year, and ' 
perhaps the complexity of the. problem wil l surprise you. And ye t , i s i t not 
worth while, :as Wall,suggests, to make some effort to break out of the Tower 
Babel Por as we movl through the green-shade of the ' fores t path, or climb the 
high h i l l s on a day of hot. weather, 'what memories of the" heroes, of old come 
thronging in , of our plant finders :?and our plant namers Banks and Solander, 
pioneers of pioneers; the F o r s t e r , father and son, and Sparmann; M e n z i e s , , 
D 'Urvi l l e ,Lesson ,Richard , the gal lant Cunninghams, the venturous Bidwill and.. 
Dieffenbachi R a o u l , Wilkes, Hooker's giant f igure making s t ra ight the path , the 
amazing Colenso, the i l l - f a t e d Sinclair ; . 
Buchanan, Hector the pages of his tory unfold before u s , the plants enshrine the 
names of those who told us something of the i r s tory. To the bead-roll of fame 

• we add those nearer our own time as we pause to gaze on Senecio k i r k i i , 
Cheesemania enys i i , and gibbsi i j Ranunculus berggrenii , S t e l l a r i a roughii, Aciphylla t r a i l l i , Astel ia cockaynei, Agrostis pe t r ie i ,and so many more. 

The'peoples of the world have contributed as namers — the branches of our own . 
race Frenchmen Germans, Swedes, I t a l a n s , Danes/Maori,arid more The languages of 
the world have, been called on to provide the names; from the greek Hydrocotyle 
the. Latin Spinifex, the I t a l i an Marattia, tbe German Gleichenia.- the French 
Danthonia, the Dutch Korthalsella, the -English Doodia did you~know?) the Maori 
Corokia, from but. see for yourselves what. Wall has to say. There are hybrids 
too, but never mind. And we pronounce them in ways that make scholars wince, 
foreigners shrug, the l a t i n i s t to dissolve Into t ea r s , and ourselves to poke fun 
a t one another. 

And now Wall, a s who. could be t t e , has- begun - to t e l l us the origin of the se 
names Alas his space was short and he had to omit many exciting d e t a i l s , 
Alsophila r eca l l s the shady groves i t delights in Alseuosmia perfumes the glades. 

' We learn of Athyrium the doorless, of the many-footed Polypodium of the tearful 
Dacrydium, of Arundo the reed shaken by the wind, of Luzula the Firefly (why did 
De Candolle chris ten i t so, perhaps your guess i s the right one). 

Liber t ia we loyej l e t us now salute the Belgian lady,Madame Libert ,student of 
liverworts,frpm whom i t derived i t s pleasant name? Sel l iera with i t s gleaming ' 
eyes (."Corolla obl ique ,sp l i t to the base a t the back says Fhe prosaic 
taxonomist) brings back the tang of the sea to our. nos t r i l s . Let i t now also 

N A t a l i e Sellier,who drew i t s picture for Cavanilles,who described i t and 
its name. . How appropriate, are the. names Gastrodia, S te l l a r i a ,Ca l l i t r i che , 
Leptosperum Here in"Wall's pamphlet, i s wealth a-plenty, but as we read are-we 



not eager for more what do most of us know of Gaulthier of Sutton of Parsons, of Zamuchell?, 
Can you throw light on the elusive Paesia 
Thank.you, Professor Wall; more please And maybe we shall crown you with a 

Wallia , for Arnoldia we cannot bestow on you. Ehau! I find that Wallia i s 
gone too, s to len away back in 1861, by Alefeld to name a walnut! I But honour you, we do 

E.H, Allan. 

SOIL MICROBIOLOGY. 

On Monday, May 15th, Mr. Warcup, a research student a t Victoria College gave a 
lec ture to the Botanical Society on Soil Microbiology. He explained to us a t 
the beginning that the soi l actually consisted to a considerable extent of 
l iv ing organisms. Many kinds of worms and insects, large and email, and many 
smaller animals scarcely v is ib le to the human eye l ived within tho s o i l . A 
great var ie ty and a very large number of microscopic plants were also rcprcsontod. 
Chose were so i l bacteria, soi l algae and soil fungi, and the growth was largely 
concerned with the decay and breaking down of all the waste organic material 
which came from the death of larger plants and animals. i t was realised that 
within the soi l there l ived a very complex community. 

Tery l i t t l e work haa so.far been done in New Zealand in exploring the soil 
fungi but Mr, Warcup showed that he had made a good beginning. By talcing 

samples of soi l from different l o c a l i t i e s and growing small amounts in pe t r i 
dishes on s t e r i l i s e d nutr ient j e l l y he had discovered the presence df many 
different fungi. Par t icular at tention .was paid to isolat ing fusarium .spp. 
because those fungi are important in causing root and stem diseases in Many 
cul t ivated crops. They do not confine the i r a c t i v i t i e s in the soil to dead 
roots and other dead organic material but can invade growing plants as well. 

Fusarium .spp. had been found in virgin bush soi l as woll as in cultivated farm 
lands. The fungal colonies, as the spreading plants are cal led, which were 
exhibited growing in dishes and tubes, showed tho bright colours, especially 
pink and red which are charac ter is t ic of th i s genus. The writer of th i s note 
grow a number of renga l i l i e s (Arthropodium cirrhatum) from about 
l o s t a lot of young plants from tho ev i l intervention of a similar Fusarium sp. . 
which lnvaded the stems, reducing them to a.mush. Characteristic pink streaks 
were formed on the dead plants. 

One of the l e c t u r e r ' s most interesting exhibits was a dish containing colonies 
of a soil fungus very l ike the ordinary bread mould. Colonies of two kinds had 
been separated .and planted side by side. The white cotton wool-like growth had 
spread from each t i l l i t touched i t s ne ighbour .L ines of black fruct i f icat ions 
formed where the two growths met, The two strains of the fungus wore in fact 
plus and m i n u s , that i s they showed a very simple form of sexuality. 

Thetwo fungi were apparently identical but neither could f ru i t alone but had 
to exchange some material,with the other, before developing the black 
f ruc t i f ica t ion . 

The large amount of sampling and isolat ing of different fungi which Mr.Warcup 
had accomplished showed; that he already was well acquainted with his very 
interest ing subject G.B. C o n e 

Natural History in Devonshire. 

On the evening of July 17th, af ter the business of the Annual general Meeting, 
we wore entertained by Miss Drake, a v i s i t o r to Wellington, and a former 
President of tho Exeter Field Club. ' In l i ve ly fashion she outlined for us 
the composition and a c t i v i t i e s of the Club and i t s background. 

The county of Devon, in which Exeter l i e s , has a flora of some 1142 species of 
which about 30 are ferns, one of them the famous, Osmunda regalis. The animals 
include 300 kinds of birds, various deer, o t t e r badger,s toat ,and hedgehog. 
The wilds of Dartmoor, covering 3-400 square miles and r is ing to 2050 feet are 


