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accossible from Exectoer. The history of the district has been traced back some
50 thousand yoars, and there are. evidences of the activities of the caveman,
- Neolithic man, and so on throu(;h the bronze and iron ages.

Che Exeter Field Club, which is affiliated wlth the University College of the
Southwest, has a membership of over 100, and interests itself in all branches of
_Natural History. Its bird-watching members,who once organized a mid-nigh’
meeting to hear the nightingale,keep useful records of the movements of migren®

" birds. Butterflies and even spiders coms within the Club's orbit. Meetings

. erc held fortnightly. To illustrate the kinds of outings, two actual excursions
e were described. s E o

¢

The first,to Prestonbury Camp, was abtended by some sixty people who- travelled
in two buses. Many of the wayside plants we know as weeds, but the whortleberxy
(Vaccinium myrtillus) caten for preferonce with Devonshire cream,is one that .
has not come here.

Prestonbury Camp is an old fortress,sheer on two sides, protected on the other
4wo by a triple vallum. Used from early Bronze or Neolithic times,the camp
Wwas  attacked and apparently taken by the Romans, of whom traces ‘can still be
found, Now, he who would storm the camp must fight the brambdles -- Jjust
blackberrics to us! Devon tea, at the conclusion of the ramble provided

vpporfunity (which our«outmgs so, often lack) to discuss finds and ask questions.

of the loader.

The second excursion.took us to the hea.rt of Dartmoor, mnongst the p1x1es,and
the whisthounds ‘that are "cold, shivery,desolate,weird, ghostly,soundless,

Satan's huntsmen that make strong horses sweat with fear!, The objective here
. was Grimspound, an ancient walled.village. On the way we were asked to admire,
. the moor plants —- the sundew (Drosera rotundifolia),angelica,pimpernel and :

speedwells, the butterwort that spreads its sticky leaves to cabtch small
‘insects, the bog asphodel, and the dainty cotton-grass whose white fluffy
"hoods were used for swabs in the last war. It was apparently quite fitting

7 L.that sthe-leader should be en@ulfad in the mist - only tomporarlly howevcr,
"‘for he roappeared at tea. .. i : o

The village of Grimspound was protected oy m..lls of gra.nite ten feet thick to
‘keop off the wild beasts that once roamed the moor. Within, circles mark the
-sites of the conical huts, and stone seats and beds, and sunken cooking holes-

- 'may still be seon. By the flints found, and the fact that the dead were

buried in a sitting position, it is indicated that the founders of the village

- wore neolithic men -~ thé hunters and herders of 3000 BC., . One question is why
" they built their homes in this bleak spot -~ or was Dartmoor less bleak thenf=—

and another is, what sort of forest was it that surrounded them and harboured
tho bensts of prey against whwh they protected themselves? There is little
. forest on Dartmoor now.

Exeter iteelf is a cityof greaf; antiqﬁity, being older than London and as old
os Romc., Miss Drake referred feelingly to the damage it has suffered in the

" last four years and wondered howthe ev:.dences of this would be regarded by the

I‘ield Clubs of a thousand years hence.

In the discuss:Lon tha.t followed the. talk, Dr, Oliver pointed out that the
;Dominion Muscum has a good collection of artifacts from the famous cave at
Torquay, well-known to the.Exoter Club, Miss Drake takes with her our best

- wishes for her safo return to hef homo. It is to be hoped that wo will nod

. altogether lose this link with a group with inclinations similar to ours,but
ope*ating in very difforent surroundings,
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: NORTH CAPE PLANTS,
v G 3 T R T ‘
Mr.M.C.Finlayson,who contributed an articlo on Pitt 0 Spo rum v1r§at in Bulletin
No.8 has forwarded an account of a recent trip %o North Cape. This is being

' hold over temporarily,but will oppear later. Mr,Beddie,another member oT the

‘party,is scheduled to give us his version of the story at our October meeting.
Acres of pink manuka,big patches of red koromiko growing wild,ond c'\mps set up
ansngst mative Hibiscus are just a fow of tho high lights,
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