THE VEGETATION OF THE BUAHIND MOUNTAINS,

A hundred years ago Colense made his first asc:nt of the -vahine Range,vwhich
includes the type localities of many of his u'O"Cj“ T 70 v eans later
Mr.B.0.Aston publighed an account of the p'a oZ tz= ports ol the Farge that
he visited from 1911 to 1914, On June 19th lic our i sciety .card from M:»,
Druce a summary of the resulfs of work carried out in the aree during rec ni

' years by a small growp of enthusiasts under the leafership of lir, Norman Elder
of Havolock North, -

Reaching a greatar holght than the Tararuas (the highes® points are New Hilkerarcs -
and Rangio~te~Atua, both just under 5600!), the Ruahincs’ show soveral sharp .
differences froi-the rango.south of the Manawatu Gorge. ''Tho most strj.kinb i
the ‘prescnce of Nothof si-0liffortioides in place of the N.menziesii.
Tararas (duc to b drior clima.’aef. the abundance of--stiingilo slips,.
higher maximum timbor—lino - ahn\; OO' compa:ad with 4000! for “the T¢ amas.

The contrasts in vegeta.bion within the Rushines themselves were illustra.ted 'by
descriptions of ascents of the range from different aspects.

In the southam B.mh:lnes,stretching from the Manawatu Gorge to a little nor‘bh
of ‘Dannevirke, the range rises abruptly from the.plains, the forest being:
kamahi-rim-rata ‘to nearly 2000', . Then kamahi is dominant to about 3000,
above which 41s a tight scrub of Olearia colensoi, . (It was on the Rushines that
Golenso met the leatherwood for: the first time,) No beech has been seen ‘here
at all, its absence and the consequ.ont lowared timber-line (3000') being. thought
due to persistent fog, In one yoar the fog was down on about 260 da.ys. .

The centrael end eastorn ‘hm.h:lnas may be ‘approached from Uaipa.wa. by crossing
gbout 30 miles of plains,. :Hore the climate is somevhat drier,and therc is
dless fog. The land is farmed to about 2000!, The forest 1s of red beech
“(N.fusca), then mountain baech (N.cliffortioides) giving way at u.‘oout_4400'

to open tussock

;In tha westorn_ﬂuahines, rad beech togoth.,r with a certain amount of -mountain
““beech, roachés to about 3500, then Libocodrus, which is absont from tho
; Tarams,coms ‘in'an épen nssocia‘bion with scrub, 4dbove 4000! thore is-scrub
. -followed by tussock, The compar,xtive raritJ of Nseliffortioides 1s probably
:duo to- tho Zreator amount of fog’on the wostorn slopes of the range.
“N¢ monziosii is found in.a small part of tho westorn Ruahinos and nowherc. else.
.:E tho south-wost ‘ond . of " the. rangao, a00vs’ rod booch, there is Dncgdig Bﬁormo,
“follawed by oxtensivo 01amr1a. colonsoi scmb ’ )

: mhe northern ‘?u-vhines n.re not 86 rugged. ag much of* the main ronge,and are’

- characterized 'by the forest coveling being discontinuous. The north-eastern

" part has beén much altéred,but oten 5o the now scattered Nothofagus probably

* never complotely covered the rangbi In parts.there is evidence of forest

: destruction ‘by pumice showers:. The north~western part consists of an extensive
linesfoné plateau betwsen 3000' atla’ 4000!, with typical cliffs, potholes, etc,
 Most of tho area is dominated by the fed tussock (Danthenia _rigida), not *he

- snow tussock of the rest of, the Ruahines. lapufricient raiufail and. tae vor i
‘bogey nature of much of the flatter parts probably contribute to the . ;
discontinuous nature of the forest, which, when it occurs, may be red beech,
mountain ‘oeoch,or Tibocodruss = Tae north—westom Ruohines have provided many
new spocles records, and tho Reporua Beg secms to have boen a particularly
happy hunting ground,yiclding some 20 spocies rarcly if ever found elsewhere
in the North Island -- ¢.z. Goum loiosnorrum, Tyeopodi=~m ramulosum. This roglon
occupled the attont:lon of o party 0T GLOVGD iua TaVO AAYS Lust Ghristmn.s.

Altogother some 600, spocics of plants havo been listed for thc Rua.hino Raonge,
and Mr, Druce brought along part of his very fine herbarium collectod there. ;
Includod were such olusive littlo things as Siphonidium, Elatinoc,Gratiola,and @

.Totrochondra, as woll as tho moro showy Ronunculug insizmis, Loucogunes
laontopgdium (cdolwoiss), somo of the eight species o liyosotis, sevoral spocles -
onch of Goum, Droscrn, Gentisna, Porostvlis,and a host of oth\.rs. A good set

of plc'.nt photographs and views added furthor intorcst.

Tho Socioty was fortunato to bave this proviow of the results of an original
vogotation survey.a full account of which wa lank farwnrd ta cneine 4n memind  ~A&




