MT,  WATWUI,

Soturday,November 4, was o showery morning both in Wellinglon and at Levin
but the sun was shining ot Paekokariki when Iive Wellington members met ;'f‘our from
the Levin Flora Club, All walked along the rond across o mendow which was
gravelled und occupled by the dmy for o time and now abondoned to the thistles.
We wont into a narrow gully clad with a remnant of much damaged coastal forest.
The trees were moinly kohekohe, Dysoxylum spectobile,with karake,nikou,ngolo,
mohoe,wharangi,ond karsmu, Titoki wous not conspicuouse. The forest floor on the
sides of this gully was oimply a scree slope but In spite of this o few ferns
survived, Noar the streom the dointy Pteris tremula nodded 1ts fronds and wp the
stono chutos Aspleoniums ond Blochnums shelterod in the tree roots, Common along
the bottom of the gully were the scarlet stars of the stinkhorn,Agerce rubra,

A heavy showor cooled the alr and damped the party as they toiled wp the
steep side of the ridge but soon tho sun was shining brightly again. In the
closo croppod turf among the rocks we sow Oxnlis comiculata, Vittadinia
australie, ond Geranium gessiliflorum all in flower, Mats of Raooulia globra
were wet and bright green. We followod tho open ridge to a Saddie whers we met
the bugh which covers the upper part of it.Wainui, It was open to stock and
much demagod, but thore was a variety of shrubby trees to be seen. Hekebara in
bloom,1emonwood,mohoo,malkomako , rewarewa, rangiora,lancewood,Cordyline indivisa,
kaikomalo,lacebaric, romarama, ond Drimys axillorls were oll common. ;
though present in this shrubbery was not dominant as it is in many similar

places., Along the track thers were a numbor of toll five~finger shrubs from

the top branches of which tho loaves had been stripped and carpeted the ground.
The leaves were mostly broken off clean at the base of the petiole, of some the
petiolos were broken across but otherwise thoy werc not dumaged. These leaves
showved no sign of having been eaten though some people have snld that opossums
domogo these troes. In this case it appeared that they hod beon blowm off by
the sovere gole of tho previous wockeond, 4All those shrubby troes ospeciclly
on the ridges are very oxposed to the wind because thero is no uppor canopy of
big troes left to break tho forco of the gale,

Kiokic wos common: also clomatis seedlings along the track and several
masses of bloom were scon hanging in the tree tops, Other lianes were supplojack
showing mony thick,brown,succulent shoots and bush lawyer,fortunatoly not so
comnon, Wo followod the muddy track up the ridge towards the top. The recent
ghowors left the kidney forn ond oll tho Hymenophyllums with their fronds
grocofully sprcade. Tho creope forn was common in places. We passed onc or two
big rimu ond miro still standing. Noaror the top we sow Shawia paniculata,
Coprosma foetedissima, Podocarpus Hallii,Suttonia salicina and some towa. Vie
found tho smoll Alsecucsmia with pale greocnigh fiowers heavily fragrant.

Wo stoppecd for lunch below the summit over vhich mist was gathored. Wo
declded to return dircctly without going on to the top., It appeared that an
extraordinary multiplicity of tracks had developed behind our backs while we
hod been eating, Wo wastod our timo oxploring scveral and ot one stage were
silly cnough to investigate tho head of a gully which was as rough as thoso
placos usually are, with a thicket of rangiora laced with supplejack ond
lawyor, Wo got back to the ridge with reclief and found our track made so casy
for us by all the pigs and deer, In spite of thosc time-wasting meandorings,
the party,though scratched and muddy, wore all in good spirits, The aftornoon
wos boautifully wom and sunny, We camo out again on to the turf ridge and
turnod down in to the gully necaror to Packakariki thon the one wo had come up.
Yo boiled our billy by o spring using chips from glant logs whose charred romains
speck of the tall podocarp forest-which between fifty and a bundred yoors ogo

" covercd Mt.Weinui,

Wo roturned dovn an easy grassy ride vhich followed o line of pylons.
Undoubtedly this would be tho casicst route to go up Mt.Wainuil another time,
Tho stream in this valley was bordored with a strip of sccondary growth,
kohckohe, makomako, mahoo. and karska mainly, and surprisingly,in the middle of
all this a largec whou,in full bloom. Ve suppose that it may have boon scoded
from cultivated specimens in Packokariki gurdens. Wo roached the station in ,
comfortable time for the Wellington train; we bade farewcll to our good fricnds
from Lovin and left them awalting the Northbound train,

G. Cone.






