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THE VEIETATION OF THE GOLLINGWOOD DISTAICT.”
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e 00**_ gwood on the narrow coasial I den Bay lies north and
west of Wellington, The long Farewsll sandsg 1t of rough mountaing

.provide . shelter from uge prevail;ng wesberly winds, re is gzmple sunshine,
though the rainfall is high (70 %o 100 inches par enpumy, much of it sweeping

through the Karamea and Acrere gaps.

The geology of thse digtrict is very diverse and coal,iron ors,and
delomite have been or are being worked, Since the mining boom of fifty or
gixty years ago the population has greaily dcrrsassd as land suitable for

farming is limited, AQCGSS;fO rme¥ly exclusivoiy by bLoab,is now chiefly by road.

DUNE VEGETATION, The great Farewell Spit on ite expogsd northern side is moving
drift sand,but more sheltered narts are fixed aad at ore time carried some
forest with white pine, Buming has been rife, and there is now scrubby
‘manuka and flax in the hollows and common ssnd-binding piants on the rises.
Wild Irishman persists, and thore is soms gorse and blackberry,

TIDAL SWAMPS: With a tide range of sgixbeen feut and many tidal inlets, the
-1ocal inkabitants are very tide conscious., A% Collingwood itself the tide
literally goes out of sight. Hosters bods are extensive.

On the broad salt marshes Leptocsrpus simplex,the jointed rush,mekes
& pattern of orange and grey with Juncug mariiimug end Scirpus americanus.
Bgld-looking leafless shrubs of Plaglanthus divaricatusg stand out here and there.
Mats of Semolus {our only representative of the primrose family),Sclliera, and

Cotula fula are. charming in flower,

'COASTAL CLIFFS; Plants of ¢ ccial interest aro Whau | {Entelea arborescens),rcinga
iily (Arthropodium cirrhatum), and a becautiful pink-flowered Hebe,

PAKIHI LAND; This is the name given to brocad areas where an iron pan in the
subsoil prevents drainage. The hollcws 4re swampy, the open parts too dry, and
everywhere the -soil is poor. Miners wishing to make gardens fi"st sowed.
golignite to break up the iron pan!

Though everywhere the vegetabtion is stunted it is not without interost,
Menuka (two species) is dominant,often with a good doal of the Australian
immigrants Haket acicularig and H, gal igna, Eracsphyllum longifolium, the
erect. white-flowered Epacris pauciflora, the bog sundew Drosera arcturi, 1
Gleichenia dicarpa (umbrella fern) and Schizea bifids are onaractcristic plants, |
Stumps and logs of yellow pine (Daory ivm colensoly lie buried all through the ‘
pakihi lends, and large stocks of firowood wero uneaxthed when a sports-ground
was levelled recently in Collingwood, -

_ Btunted manuka also covers the pﬁog gra liy conglomerate country at
the base of the Spit,after fruquonL buv"nlr‘g,n Pl:f ca longifolia is abundant .
he*u,and Celmisia gracilenta,

FOREST From tho sorvico car on the Takako hill heavy beech forost is seean
on the limestone. The very fine Treadwolllg 1fm\fm.u (Sophora longicarinata)

ol

- flourishes hero; the one at Collingwood itgolf is coarser,

Local .endemic forest spocics aro fenecio hectori (notably not damaged
by goats), Pittosporua dallii in tho Aoxrors V”TJHJ, and Dracophyllum townsonii,
which is.intermodiate in size botwoeon D,latifolium and D,menzicsii. Cockeyne
ligts 39 speclos endemic to the Norih-Wost Botunical District,but most of those
are alpines, '

_Thé forest near Collingwood ond towards Wost Wanganui has a great
variety of trees,some prodominontly northorn (mariced in list with asterisk),
some of wider occurrence in the South Islandy-
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, Nothofagus truncatoX, N.menziesii, btawa® , pukctee™ , Agcarina lucida,
_hinau, pokaka,titoki, kamahi, Quintlnnia acutifolia,Phyilocladug trichomanoides™
P, glauousx (apparently a new rocord), Libocedrus donlanaX , Suttonia salicina®
icaikomako, matai, rimu, Podocarpus dactydioides (white pine), Dacrydium colensoi

(yollow pine), D.intermedium (silver pine), totara,rangiora,putaputawcta,
Griselinit littoralis, G,lucida,Pittosporum cornifolium® , lancowood, nikauX,
kiekie, Cordyline indivisa, Hoheria sestylosa, heketara, mahoo,tarata,

Among smaller plantsg, the miniature tree fern Blechnum fraseri¥® and abundant
tussocks of Gahnia were conspicuous,

THE FLORULA' The most interssting part sbout the Coilingwood florula is that
1t contains many species otherwise found only further north, The list shows
Aletribution outside North-west District ag recorded by Checscmen:

Blechnum fragorli -~ [Taranoki northwards,
Adiantun asthioplcum -~ plentiful north of Waikato,rarc in Taranalki.
Lycopodium cernuum -~ sbundant north of Thames and Waikato,
Bromus argnariusg ~ gbundant north of East Cape and Taranaki,
- Astclia Bankgil -~ Hawkes Bay,Taranaki and northwards.
Ptorostylis puberuls - Thames,Middle waikato and northwards.
Corysanthus cheesemanii ~ Auckland and Kaitala (a tiny winter-flowering specics
casily missed).
Hibiscus trionum - Auckland and North Cape (Cockayne considers Iyallis South
' Wanganui record possibly an error,)
Metrosidoros parkinsonii ~ elsewhers only on Great Barrier Island.
Epgerig pauckiilora - rars and local south of Thames and Waikato.
 Dracophyllum latifolium - Hawkes Bay and Taranaki and northwards,
Phiyllocladus trichomanoides - Marlborcugh,Tarand:i,Hawkas Bay and northwards.,
‘P.gloitcus ~ BRainbow Mountain (Rotorua district) end northwards,
Libocedrus donisna ( = L.plumosa) - Hawkes Bay,Tarandki and northwards.

CLIMATE; The records are rather inadequate,but along with good sunshine and
high rainfall there are winter temperatures considerably below thoso of New
Plymouth, Climate does not secem to provide any good rcason for the prosence
of many northern speciess

PHYTOGEOGRAPHY: The relations of Collingwood plants werc briefly discussed.
Migratory birds,ocean currents, and high upper winds wore suggestcd as most
likely zgents in continuous and still <uinuing sprecad of species,
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NXE{ RECORDS AND NEV SPECIES.

In the Trangactiong of thu Royal Socioty of Nuw Zealand, vol,T75,
poges 187-202, September,1945, Mr.G,Simpson publighed No,4 of the serics
Notos on Some New Zealand Plants and Descriptions of New Species", The
notes include records of new localitics, details about flowers and fruit,etc.,
to supplement exlsting doscriptions, and critical discussions of some doubtful

~specles, New varieties are described in fwalnsona novae zelandiae,

. Leptogpermum ericoides, Leucopogon frusorﬁ, Shawia paniculata,Olearia colensoi,

~.and two for O, virgata, Now speclos from the South Island arc Ranunculus
porrgctus, Epilobium porphyrium, Hebe aomissa, Coprosma intertexta ,Brachycomg
montana; Qlearia serpcntina, Colmisia spedeni, and Helichrysum intermedium,

For Walllonbergia ramoga tho type locality is Scatoun, Wellington, Reading

these doscriptions without specimens at hand, one cannot holp wishing tha'

.botanists would adopt the zoologistl!s practice that a description of a new '
specles includes a brief comparigon with tho most closoly allied species
praviously recognized,

: Papers of this series emphasize the fact that therc is still much
work of this kind awaiting attontion in overy district, It 1s to bo hoped
that 1t will not bo long before a now FFloral incorpgratus in convenient form,
tho information scatterod in many papers publishcd since Choeseman'!s Manual
of 1925,






