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• • Collingwood on the narrow c o a s t a l p l a i n of Golden Bay l i e s no r th and 
'West of Well ington* The long Farewel l Sandspi t and a "bolt of rough mountains 
p r o v i d e . s h e l t e r from the p r e v a i l i n g w e s t e r l y winds,, There i s ample sunsh ine , 
though the r a i n f a l l i s ' h i g h (70 to 100 inches ysr annum), much of i t sweeping 
t h r o u g h the Karamea and Aorere gaps* 

The geology of t h e d i s t r i c t i s verj d i v e r s e and c o a l ? i r o n ore^and 
do lomi te have "been or a r e "being worked,, Since t h e mining "boom of f i f t y or 
s i x t y y e a r s ago the p o p u l a t i o n has g r e a t l y dorr-eased as l a n d s u i t a b l e f o r 
farming i s l i m i t e d o Access , fo rmer ly e x c l u s i v e l y "by "boat , is now c h i e f l y by road, 

DUNE YSCSTATIONo The g r e a t Farewel l Sp i t on i t s exposed n o r t h e r n s ide i s .moving 
d r i f t s and ,bu t more s h e l t e r e d p a r t s are f i x e d and a t one t ime c a r r i e d some 
f o r e s t w i t h whi te p ine* Burning has been r i f e , and t h e r e i s now scrubby 
manuka and f l a x i n t h e hol lows and common sand-b ind ing p l a n t s on t h e r i s e s , 
Wild Irishman p e r s i s t s , and t h e r e i s some g o r s e and b l a c k b e r r y , 

TIDAL SWAMPS; With a t i d e range of s i x t e e n f e e t and many t i d a l i n l e t s , tho 
l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s a r e ve ry t i d e consc ious . At Collingwood i t s e l f tho t i d e 
l i t e r a l l y goes out of s i g h t , ^ostjera^ bods a r e ex tens ive* 

Qa- t h e b road S a l t marshes Leptooarpus r s imp lex , t he j o i n t e d rush,makes 
a p a t t e r n pf orange and g r e y w i t h Juncus mar i t imus and S c i r p u s amer icanus . 
B a l d - l o o k i n g l e a f l e s s shrubs of HL gg 1 an thus ti d i y a r i c a tu s s t and out ho ro and t h e r e . 
Mats Of ,Samolu3 (our only r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of tho pr imrose f a m i l y ) , S e l l i e r a , ' and 
Co t i l l a a r e charming in f lower , 

CQA&TAL CLIffffSli H a n t s of s p o c i a l i n t e r e s t a r e Whau (Bnto lea a rbo re scens ) , r o i n g a 
l i l y (Arthropodium c i r rha tum)» and a b e a u t i f u l p ink - f lowered Hebe* 

PAKIHI LAETDj This i s the name g iven to broad a r e a s where an i r o n pan in the 
s u b s o i l p r e v e n t s d r a i n a g e . The hol lows a r e swampy^ the open p a r t s too d ry , and 
everywhere the s o i l i s poor , Miners wishing to make ga rdens f i r s t sowed 
g e l i g n i t e to b reak up t h e i r o n p a n | 

Though everywhere the v e g e t a t i o n i s s t u n t e d i t i s not wi thout i n t e r e s t , 
Manuka (two s p e c i e s ) i s dominant, of ten w i th a good deal of the A u s t r a l i a n 
immigran ts Hakeo a c i c u l a r i s and H0 salig.na0 Dracophyllum l o n g i f o l i u m , the 
e r e c t . w h i t e - f l o w e r e d E p a c r i s p a u c i f l o r a ^ the bog sundew Drosera a r c t u r i , 
G l e i c h e n i a d i c a r p a (umbre l la f e r n ) and Sch i sea b i f i d a a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p l a n t s * 
Stumps and l o g s of ye l low p i n e ( ^ f £ £ Z ^ ^ ^ i H E S 9 i : / 1 ' i e J u r i e d a l l through the 
p a k i h i l a n d s , and l a r g e s t o c k s of f irewood were unea r thed when a s p o r t s - g r o u n d 
was l e v e l l e d r e c e n t l y ih Collingwood,, 

S tun ted manuka a l s o cove r s the poor g r a v e l l y conglomerate coun t ry a t 
t h e base- of t he S p i t , a f t e r f r equen t burning„ .P ime lea - l ong i fo l i a i s abundant 
he r e , and . Celmis ia , g r a c i l en t a 0 ~~~ ~ 

gOggSJ^ Prom the Servico c a r on t he Takaka h i l l heavy beech f o r e s t i s seen 
on t h e l imes tone* The very f i n e Treadwell ? s kowhai (Sophora l o n g i c a r i n a t a ) 
f l o u r i s h e s hero* t h e one a t Collingwood' i t s e l f i s c o a r s e r 7 

Local endemic f o r e s t s p e c i e s a r e Sono e i o h e c t o r i ( n o t a b l y not damaged 
by g o a t s ) ,Pl1tosporura d a l l i i in tho Aorere Valley", and Dracophyllum townson i i ) 

which i s . i n t e n n o d i a t e in s i z e between p o l a t i f o l j u m and Damenz ies i i . Cockayne 
l i s t s 39 s p e c i e s endemic t o the Nor th-West"Botanica l D i s t r i c F / b u t most of those 
a r e a lp ines , , 

Tho f o r e s t nea r Collingwood and towards West Wanganui has a g r e a t 
v a r i e t y of t r e e s , s o m e p redominan t ly n o r t h e r n (marked in l i s t wi th a s t e r i s k ) , 
some of wider occurrence, in the South I s l a n d s -
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Nothofagus t runcata x , N.menziesii , tawax
 f pukoteax . Ascarina luc ida , 

hinau, pokaka, t i t o k i , kamahi, Quintinnia acut i f ol i a , Phyllocladus trichomanoides^ 
P.fflaucusx (apparently a new record) , Libocedrus donianc? , Suttonia s a l i c i n a x 

kaikomako, matai , rimu. Podocarpus dacrydioides, (white p ine ) , Dacrydium colensoi 
(yellow p i n e ) , D, intermedium ( s i l v e r pine) 9 t o t a r a , rangiora, putaputawota? 
6r i se l in i& l i t t o r a l i s ^ C^lucida,Pittosporum cornifolium^ , lancewood, nikaux , 
k i e k i e , Cordyline ind iv i sa , Hoheria sostylosa, heketara, mahoe,tarata* 
Among smaller p l a n t s , the miniature t r ee fern Blechnum f r a s e r i x and abundant 
tussocks of Gahnia were- conspicuous, 

THE PLQRtfLA; The most in te res t ing par t about the Collingwood f lo ru la i s that 
i t contains many species otherwise found only fur ther north,, The l i s t shows 
d i s t r i b u t i o n outside North-west D i s t r i c t as recorded by Cheeseman? 

Blechnum f r a s e r i - Taranaki northwards, 
Adiantum aethiopicus! ~ p len t i fu l north of Waikato,rare in Taranaki. 
Lycopodium cernuum ~ abundant north of Thames and Waikato* 
Bromus arenar ius ~ abundant north of East Cape and Taranaki* 
As t e l i a Banksii - Hawkes Bay,Taranaki and northwards. 
P t e ros ty l l s ' puberula ~ Thames,Middle V/aikato and northwards, 
Oofysanthus cheesemanii ~ Auckland and Kai ta ia (a t iny winter-flowering species 

eas i ly missed). 
Hibiscus trionum, - Auckland and North Cape (Cockayne considers Lyall*s South 

Wanganui record possibly an e r ro r 
Metrosideros parkinsoni i ~ elsewhere only on Great Barr ier Is land. 
Epacrl^pauckiff lora - rare and loca l south of Thames and Waikato* 
Dracophyllum la t i fo l ium ~ Hawkes Bay and Taranaki and northwards. 
Ph^llooladus trichomanoides -» Marlborough,Taranaki,Hawkes Bay and northwards, 
P»glaucus - Rainbow Mountain (Rotorua d i s t r i c t ) and northwards. 
Libocedrus donlana ( - L«plumosa) - Hawkes Bay,Taranaki and northwards. 

CLlUATBt The records are ra ther inadequate,but along v/ith good Sunshine and 
h igh r a i n f a l l there are winter temperatures considerably below those of New 
Plymouth, Climate does not seem to provide any good reason for tho presence 
of many northern species* 

PHYTOOBOGEAPHYg The r e l a t ions of Collingwood p lan t s were b r i e f ly discussed. 
Migratory birds ?ocean currents , and high upper winds wore suggested as most 
l i k e l y sgents in continuous and s t i l l c:;:\"'inuing spread of species . 

VM RECORDS AND NM SPECIES, 

In the Transactions of the Royal Society of Now Zealand, vol,75* 
pages 187-202,September,1945J Mn0.Simpson published No„4 of the ser ies 
f?Notes on Some New Zealand Plants and Descriptions of New Species11* The 
notos include records 'of new l o c a l i t i e s , d e t a i l s about flowers and f r u i t , e t c . , 
to supplement ex i s t ing descr ip t ions ? and c r i t i c a l discussions of some doubtful 

• species , New v a r i e t i e s are described in Swainsona, novae zelandiae, 
Leptospermum e r i co ides , Leucopogon f r a s e r i , Shawia panicula ta ,Olear ia colensoi , 
and two for. 0« virgata., Now spo"cios from the South Island are Ranunculus 
•porrectus,Epilobium porphyrium, Hebe demissa^ Coprosma intertexta,Brachycome 
montana, Olearia serpentina, Oglm i gia spe den i , and Helichrysum intermedium.:, 
ifer Wahlenbergia ramosa tho type l o c a l i t y i s Seatoun, Well ington, Reading""-

these descr ip t ions without specimens a t hand, one cannot help wishing thai-
b o t a n i s t s would adopt the zoo log i s t ' s p rac t i ce that a descr ipt ion of a now 
species includes a br ief comparison with the most closoly a l l i e d species 
previously recognized, 

Papers of t h i s se r ios emphasize the fact that there i s s t i l l much 
work of t h i s kind awaiting a t t en t ion in every d i s t r i c t . I t i s to be hoped 
t h a t i t wi l l not be long before a now *5ilora" incorporates in convenient form, 
tho information sca t tered in many papers published since 'Cheeseman's Manual 
of 1925* 




