THE SUBANTARCTIC ISLANDS OF NEW_ZEALAND,

Noarly 200 milcs south of Stowart Island lic the Auckland Islands and
gome 170 miles beyond them Campbell Island, Thoso small specks of land in the
vast southern ocean havo always atiracied the eyes of scicntlsts,ospocially
those intorested in the goecsrvaphical aspects of bisiogy. Hookor and Lyall
collected there in 1840, and a number of spucics common on tho mainland are
based on Auckland and Campbell Island specimens as types. In 1907 a party of
scientists organized by the Philogophical Socilcty of Canterbury visited both
groups,and comprohensive WCCOUutS wore published in two weighty volumes in 1909,
Othur sciontists,travelling mostly on visiting Government vessols,have beon to
those 1slands,but collecting time ashorc in almost uvery casc has been limited
" by the requircments of ships whose masbers werce unwilling to stay long in thesc
notoriously treacherous watoers.

With the war,thosc southern islands became of stratogic importance
as potential bases for ralding enemy ships, From 1941 onwards they were
garrisonod by small New Zealand forces,amongst whom,through the initiative of
Dr.Falle,Dircctor of the Gantorbury Museum,were includcd a uprinkllng of
sciontists eagor to make the most of the unpvocodunted chance to do field work
in thesc normally inaccoessible places., Although,regrettably,no botonist was
available for inclusion in any of the partics,s groat deal of plant material
was collected,and this,besides adding to our knowlodge of the flora of these
islonds,will be of great value in comparative studies of related Nuw Zealand

plant Se

On Scptomber 17th wo werc fortunate to have talks from two mombers of
those southern partiecs - Mr,Robin Oliver who spent & month on the Aucklands and
then a year on Campbell Island, and Dr.J.F.Findlay, who,in a stay of a fow wecks
largely occupled by medical dutios, managed to makn‘roprosentative collections
from both groups.

Mr.dliVOr told us of the tvuule s windswopt Ouﬂpbbll sgland where two

pecios of Dracophyllum (D,longifolium and D, scoparium) in the pullies aro theo
ldrgest woody plants; elgewhere vussock hbrbfle*agand bog hold sway. Whore
1 tho tusgock cover is broken through fire or disturbance duc to shsoep (the
remnants?of an ill-fated farming venture of the cak¥ly 1900's)} and pigs,
erosion is severce, and judging by pilcturcs shown,fairly oxtcnsiVb. An active
move is being made to have these animals extorminated,but the practical
difficultios are considerable.

The Auckland Islands,described by Dr.Findlay,have a much more varicd
vegotation;with forests of southern rata (Metrosideros umbollata) covering tho
lower slopes,and tussock,bog and foll fiold further up.

Lantern slides-and pressed gpecimeng gave a very good survey of the
vegetation:and flora, Only a few of the more striking ondemic plants can be
mentioned hores~ Plourophyllum gpeciosum has a rosctte of volvety leaves a
. foot or two across,ralscd in close,almost parallol ribs, and a tall flower stalk
with dozens of big purple~centred daisiesa Only slightly lecss attractive are
P,criniferum and P, hookori,with smoother leaves and rayless,marble-shaped
"flower heads, Bulbinella (Chny obactron) rogsii ig larger and much moro showy
than B.hookeri (the yellow-flowered 'Maori onlon' (£ the New Zcaland mainland)

l_and growe in pure stands over wide areas whoro the original vegetation has boen
" interfored with, Stilbocarpa polaris (Araliaccac) grows in great broadths

‘near tho sea and looks rather Tikc Tush rhubarb shoul der-high, QOlearia

lzallii is confinod to the Auckland group and there is found .only on tho small.

. Ewing Island and a restricted arca of tho mnin island ncarby; it is tho noblost
! of all Olcarias,with leaves as tomentosc as those of 0, 0, colensoi,but much
softer and roaching ag much as a foot long, The forgot-me~not Myosotis capiltats
v‘@s brought back alive and hag flowered in Mr,Simpson's garden in Duncding
.thoso who have scen tho blooms would agree with Hooker?s term for the colour
‘Mdecp violot-bluc®, Hebe bunthami is said to havo flowers of deepest blue,
which mist look very fine against tho strong groon leaves cach margined with a
line of white downm,






