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Nearly 200 miies south of Stewart Is land l i e tho Auckland Is lands and 
some 170 miles beyond them Campbell Island* 'Ihese small specks of land in the 
vas t southern ocean have always a t t r ac t ed the eyes of s c i e n t i s t s , e s p e c i a l l y 
those i n t e r e s t e d in the geopraphical aspects of biology* Hooker and Lyall 
co l l ec ted there in 1840, and a number of spucies common on the mainland are 
leased on Auckland and Campbell Island specimens as typos. In 1907 a pa r ty of 
s c i e n t i s t s organized by the Philosophical Society of Canterbury v i s i t e d both 
groups5and comprehensive accounts wore published in two weighty volumes in 1909* 
Other s c i e n t i s t s , t r ave l l ing mostly on v i s i t i n g Government vessels ,have beon to 
those i s lands ,but co l l ec t ing time ashore in almost every case has been l imi t ed 
t y the requirements of ships whose masters were unwilling to stay long in those 
notor ious ly treacherous waters* 

With the war,these southern is lands became of s t r a t eg ic importance 
a s po t en t i a l bases for raiding enemy ships. Prom 1941 onwards they were 
gar r i soned by small NFew Zealand forces,amongst whom, throiagh the i n i t i a t i v e of 
Dr»]?alla,Director of the Canterbury Museum,were included a spr inkl ing of 
s c i e n t i s t s eager to make the most of the unprecedented chance to do f i e l d work 
in these normally inaccess ible places* Although,regrettably,no botanis t was 
ava i l ab l e for inclusion in any of the p a r t i e s , a great deal of p lant mater ia l 
was col lected,and th i s ,bes ides adding to our knowlodge of tho f l o r a of these 
i s l ands ,w i l l be of great value in comparative s tudies of r e l a t e d New Zealand 
plants» 

On September 17th wo were fortunate to have t a lks from two members of 
these southern p a r t i e s -> Mr„Hobin Oliver who spent a month on the Aucklands and 
then a year on Campbell Is land, and Dr*J.IMTindlay, who,in a s tay of a few weeks 
l a r g e l y occupied by medical du t i e s , managed to make represen ta t ive co l lec t ions 
from both groups. 

i > ;Mr# Oliver told us. of the t r ee le s s windswept Campbell Island where two 
.species,of Dracophyllum (D0 longifolium and ^s^og^rium) in the g u l l i e s are tho 

y i a r g ^ t Woody p l a n t s ; elsewhere tussocky herbfield^and bog hold sway. Whore 
ii;tho iusdbck cover i s broken through f i r e or disturbance duo to sheep (the 
H rordru^it#of an i l l - f a t e d farming venture of the ea i iy 1900* sj and p ig s , 

erosion i s severe , and judging by p i c tu re s shown,fairly extens ive . An ac t ive 
ino ve i s being made to have these animals exterminated, but the p r a c t i c a l 
d i f f i c u l t i e s are considerable. 

!The Auckland I s l ands , described by Dr„Findlay,have a much more var ied 
vege t a t ion j with f o r e s t s of southern r a t a (Metrosideros umbellata) covering the 
lower slopes, and tussock,bog and f e l l f i e l d further'"up. 

l an t e rn s l i de s and pressed specimens gave a very good survey of the 
vegetat ion-and flora* Only a few. of tho more s t r ik ing endemic p lan t s can be 
mentioned hero*- Hourpphyllum speciosum has a rose t t e of velvety leaves a 

• foo t or two ac ross , ra i sed iiTclosoTalinost pa ra l lo l r ibs ? and a t a l l flowor s t a l k 
with dozens of b ig purple-centred daisies* Only s l igh t ly l o s s a t t r a c t i v e are 
P«criniferum and P, hookeri ,with smoother leaves and rayless,marble-shaped 
flower heads* Bulbinel la (Chrysobactron) r o s s i i i a l a rge r and much more showy 
than B+hookeri (tho ye l l ow-fl owe re d %faori onion";f t £ tho ITew Zealand mainland) 

,. and grows in pure stands over wide areas where the or iginal vegetation has been 
' i n t e r f e r e d with* St i lbocarpa po l a r i s (Araliaceae) grows in g rea t breadths 
i- h e a r the sea and looks ra the r l i k e lush rhubarb shoulder-high. Olearia 
j j - lya l l i i , i s confinod to the Auckland group and there i s found.only on tho" small 
|: Ewing Is land and a r e s t r i c t e d aroa of the main island nearby; i t i s tho noblost 
pbf a l i 01oarias ,with leaves as tomentose as those of Op colensoi ,but much 
I" s o f t e r and leaching as much as a foot long0 The forget-me-not Myosotis cap i t a t a 
'Pwtxs brought back a l i ve and has flowered in Mr„Simpson1 s garden in Dunedin; 
|iHdi3b who have seen tho blooms would agree with Hooker? s term for the colour 
Pdeep violot-biuo"o Hebe benthami i s said to have flowers of deopost blue, 
fwiiich must look veiy fino agains t the strong groon leaves each margined ' d t h a 
line* of white down. 




