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LABOUR DAY IN THS WANGANUI DISTRICT (Contd, )« 

Three kinds of clematis were in blossom too; s t a r ry white in some 
places , real sheets of i t ; the pale f r a i l green one, and the strong-smell ing 
yellowish one , th i s l a t t e r loving to festoon tho makomako trees* 

Another gorgeous sight were the aspens in spring dress* They bore 
bunches of small leaved of v iv id copper^beech colour,and from each bunch hung 
one or two green catkins-, a unique colour scheme,especially when the sun shone 
through* As the road dropped towards the Wanganui River wo l o s t the kowhais and 
"the colour in the aspens became loss vivid,and we f e l t l e s s in need of rubber 
necks. One cannot help being in te res ted in the blossoming times of the kowhais 
in tho var ious p a r t s of New Zealand,from June or July r igh t t i l l November. 

Dulcis. Ma Mason. 

MEMBERS* EXHIBITS, 

The evening meeting in December was occupied by an informal 
03thibition of specimens of various kinds,of which only a few can bo mentioned 
he re , 

MrSfrNowman l e n t a set of beautiful china p l a t e s , decorated with paint ings 
df Austral ian wild f lowers. 

' Mr, Morris Jones brought a la rge col lect ion from his garden f Including 
Bhadbothamnus with r i ch ly t i n t e d be l l flowers; b r igh t ly coloured fronds of 
Doo dia me dia t a fern that grew in Hata i ta i before there were so many roads there; 
Ackama rosaefo l ia from the kauri fo res t s ; dainty male flowers of Pittosporum 
cornifolium; Teucridium parvi fo l iumbelonging, l ike the p u r i r i , t o the verbena 
family; and two sprays of the reinga l i l y (Arthropodium, cirrhatum) both grown 
from seed*but d i f fer ing markedly in s i z e . 

Mr*Duncan5s garden also made a l a rge contribution,amongst which was a 
flowering branch of Olearia thomsoni a species from the Wanganui River d i s t r i c t 
tha t has very seldom been collected* Flowers of Senecio Alfred Atkinson were 
much admired, as were a lso those'of Wahlenbergia matthewsi!, a bluebell with 
flowers more than an inch across* The creamy white flowers of Pittosporum 
k i r k i i were new to most of us* A plant tha t any gardener would be proud to grow 
lg I Senecio t u r n e r i i one of the herbaceous • members of the genus somewhat l i ke 

J» la t l fp l iUg» The inflorescences are t a l l f with s t i f f reddish stems and f l a t 
bi*6nzo~yollow daisy f lowers. 

Dyeing with l i chens and other nat ive p lants was brief ly, described by 
Mrs,Samson,who was wearing,as a demonstra t ion^ kn i t t ed cardigan dyed a du l l 
oid~gold colour with tho1 bark of Coprosma grandifol ia (0, a u s t r a l i a ) . 

An inflorescence of Cordyline pumilio,the dwarf cabbago tree,was 
exhibi ted by Miss Neumann,who brought tho plant from Hokianga about two yoars ago, 

Dr.Morico brought Orthoceros s t r i c t a , a la te-f lowering orchid,from 
Wallacevi l le , She displayocfalso twigs of Carmichaelia hookeri,from a plant 
t h a t was co l lec ted a t Paekakariki about 15 years ago and i s now ton fee t high 
in a Wadestown garden. 

^lowering p l an t s of an Ourisia recently gather od on Mt, Matthews wore 
shown by Mr.Druce* He brought also pressed specimens of Helichrysum bell idioidoB 
which has -single flower-heads Gnaphalium koriehse with much-branched flower-heads, 
and p lan t s intermediate between tho two which he suggested must be hybr ids . 
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