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Next day v/as one of c reep ing u p and around b l u f f s , i n t e r s p e r s e d wi th t r a v e l 
on r i v e r f l a t s , b o u l d e r s t r a n d s , rocky r i v e r e d g e s . As t o be expec ted in 
West land the South I s l a n d r a t a was abundant and o f t en i n f l o w e r . A s c a r i n a l u c i d a , 
a handsome dark s h i n i n g l e a v e d t r e e , a n d ss. Q u i n t i n i a a c u t i f o l i a , " b o t h we l l known 
i n West land f o r e s t were t h e r e t o o . . 

I t v/as i n t e r e s t i n g to f i n d a p a t c h of [Fors tera t e n e l l a grov/ing on the c l a y 
s l i p on a b l u f f a t &oly 700 f t , a b o v e sea l e v e l . 

As we w a i t e d f o r the bus a t the r o a d s i d e we found O l e a r i a macrodonta 
growing p l e n t i f u l l y , 
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THE NEW GOLDEN HIND EXPEDITION TO THE FIORDS. 

Desc r ibed by Dr .Al l an on A p r i l 1 5 t h , 

C a r r y i n g 7 s c i e n t i s t s and i t s own crew of 8 men, the Pub l i c Works Department 
k e t c h "New Golden Hind" l e f t Bluff on January 25th l a s t . The e x p e d i t i o n was t o 
e x p l o r e t h e sou th -wes t sounds a s f a r n o r t h a s Doubtful Sound,with the s p e c i a l 
o b j e c t of d e c i d i n g whether t h e r e g i o n h e l d s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t i e s of uranium o re s 
which a r e be ing sought i n a l l p a r t s of the world a s sou rces of a tomic e n e r g y . 
The p a r t y i n c l u d e d g e o l o g i s t s , g e o p h y s i c i s t s , a n d one s o i l man. As t h e b o t a n i s t , 
Dr„Allan t ho rough ly a p p r e c i a t e d the o p p o r t u n i t y of c o l l e c t i n g where few p l a n t 
r e c o r d s have been made s ince t h o s e of the F o r s t e r a and Sparmann i n 1773*Menzies 
i n 1791 ,and L y a l l i n 185O. 

At B l u f f , w i t h r a t a i n f u l l b loom, the oddes t b o t a n i c a l f i n d was a lancewood 
b e a r i n g an a p i c a l i n f l o r e s c e n c e wh i l e s t i l l i n t h e u n b r a n c h e d , l o n g - l e a v e d , 
j u v e n i l e s t a g e . 

By daybreak on 2 6 t h , t h e S o l a n d e r s were a s t e r n , a n d Puysegur Po in t abeam,and 
i t was s t i l l e a r l y when the s h i p anchored i n Revolver C o v e , P r e s e r v a t i o n I n l e t , 
Small b o a t s wi th o u t b o a r d motors took p a r t i e s i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , a n d t h e 
b o t a n i s t was soon amongst O l e a r i a o p e r i n a and Dracophyllum m e n z i e s i i . Next day, 
l a n d i n g s were made i n U s e l e s s Bay and Is thmus Sound. A t y p i c a l sequence of 
v e g e t a t i o n a s seen above the s h e l v i n g pebb ly beach n e a r the Narrows was: 
Samolus ,a g i r d l e of Lep toca rpus s implex .nar row b e l t of manuka and Coprosma 
p rop inqua wi th a l i t t l e 0 . o p e r i n a , b a c k e d "by f o r e s t of rimu and bee ch ,w i th a 
t remendous wea l th of "bryophytes,even a lmos t exc lud ing f e r n s on the ground . The 
bush l i n e i s a t abou t R000 f e e t , wi t h a l p i n e p l a n t s above, Prom t h e h e i g h t s cam 
O u r i s i a s and P o r s t e r a s , a n d an a p p a r e n t l y new C e l m i s i a , q u i t e a s l a r g e and a t t r a c 
a s 0*petiolata. On Chalky Island grows Urtica a u s t r a l i s , a large-leaved ne t t l e 
not previously known except on the Chathams,Auckland and Campbell Islands,and. 
some i s l e t s in Poveaux S t r a i t . 

At Northport in Preservation In le t i s a fishing stat ion using the wreck of 
the "Ste l la" as a j e t t y . On the nearby L i t t l e I s , charac te r i s t i c p lants a r e : -
Nothofagus c l i f fo r t io ides , Dacrydium intermedium,rimu,rata,mi ro,and kamahi,wi th 
Gahnia procera in the undergrowth. 

Seaweeds were photographed and collected,one of the in teres t ing r e su l t s 
being that Macrocystis (the big bladder-kelp) i s recorded in a l l the sounds 
v i s i ted , in considerable quantity u n t i l towards the head of each the water 
becomes too fresh. With a dredge samples ¥/ere obtained from the bottom of the 
f iords ,and these yielded both algae and molluscs of i n t e r e s t . 

Drying papers for the plant presses became a problem as numbers of 
specimens increased,unt i l a small gas stove was requisi t ioned. This proved 
ideal ,except for ra ther odd smells given off! 



Dusky Sound was reached on February 6th,and the ship anchored in Cascade 
Cove. Horo,at the head of the cove were Myrtus, pedunculata in flower} 
Suttonia divaricata,Pimelea gnidia, and Ascarina lucida. While the ship t ravel led 
to Facile Hal-hour,a party v i s i t ed the Five Finger Peninsula and Woodhen Cove.and 
the open coastal rocks where Anisotome l y a l l i i was abundant along with Gentiana 
saxosa. At Facile Harbour a knoll burnt some years ago now carr ies a 
Dracophyllum longifolium thicket,from which probably a kamahi forest will emerge, 

The ship proceeded through Acheron Passage to Wet Jacket Arm, where 
Epilobium matthewsi!, Forsteras,Ourisias*Oelmisias,and Cordyline indivisa a l l 
occur near sea l eve l . 

In Breaksea Sound,Breaksea Is*»Disappointment I s . ,G i lbe r t I s , and Sunday 
Cove were visited* Vancouver Arm i s a narrower sound with many hanging valleys* 
9ne day was spent in Dagg!s Sound4 

In Doubtful Sound,at Snug Cove g i rd les of Leptocarpus and Poa orar ia were 
well marked; above them i s thickset Carmichaelia arborea,with O.operina, 
Coprosma propinqua., Hebe e l l i p t i c a , Pimelea gnidia,backed by Griselinia, 
l i t t o r a l i s and Nothopanax colensoi j then beech fores t . 

Stops were made at Precipice Cove, Haulashore Cove,Hall!s Arm,and Deep 
Cove before the ship l e f t on february 20th on the homeward journey direct to 
Wellington. 

In general the forest was much l e s s sombre than one had been led to 
expect,the dark beeches being relieved by the bronze of rimu and s i lver pine. 
Southern r a t a , i n ful l flower,was dotted about,and gleamed from the rocky 
steeps, but did not form pure associat ions as seen in northern Westland* 

Slides i l l u s t r a t e d the talk,and showed how a t t r ac t ive i s th i s l i t t l e r -
known part of New Zealand. 

Dr. Margaret Mayer, tho new Secretary of tho Society,has recently been 
appoint od Lecturer in Botany a t Victoria University College. 

Dr. I.V.Newman, President of our Society, i s attending the mooting of the 
Australian and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science in 
Adelaide in the l a s t week in August. 

VERNACULAR NAMES OF NEW ZEALAND PLANTS. 

Although i t i s essent ial for plants to have botanical names,vernacular names 
are for many purposes useful and desirable for botanis ts as well as for non-
botan is t s . Who would not ra ther ask for a piece of "mountain mop" for kindling 
than for "Dracophyllum t ravers i i "? In any ca se , i t i s well to know what popular 
names there a re . 

In volumes j.G and S:J of the Transactions of the N.2 , Ins t i tu te there i s a 
l i s t , compiled by Mr.Johannes O.Andersen, of the popular names whioh had appeared 
in p r in t . I t will be soon that some plants have no popular name,or perhaps only 
a clumsy one which has never been generally used, or a l i t t l e known Maori name 
of d i f f icul t appearance. 

There are some popular names,including those of introduced speeies,which 
seem to have h i ther to escaped print and are only known loca l ly . I t would so em 
worthwhile for members to col lec t any they know and to record them from time 
to time in the Bul le t in , Here are some to s ta r t with;-? Uncinia austra l is ,hook 
grass; .larina sp'o.,bamboo orchid; Cordyline indivisa,Waimarino cabbage t ree; 
Dracophyllum t r a v e r s i i , candelabra tree,mountain mop,pineapple tree; Hypo r i cum 
perforatum,Mother Cameron's weed (Contral Otago); Le ye e s t r j a f o rrno sa,whi s 11e woo d 
pagoda p lant , (both in the Hutt Valley), Japanese spidorwort,twitch e lder . 
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