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Students attending the University courses in Botany will welcome the 
publicat ion of a handy book to laboratory pract ice with the information 
succinctly and,one might sa f̂, meticulously arranged under tabulated headings. 
As the s u b - t i t l e s t a tes , the book i s a laboratory study. Xn almost eveTy 
paragraph direct ions are given as to how to proceed with the pract ica l 
examination of the subject in hand. The subject matter i s most c lear ly set 
out in the table of contents,where the main branches o'f the plant kingdom are 
given, foi l owed by the essential morphological advances made in the evolutionary 
progress of plants from algae to angiosperms. In the headings throughout the 
book th i s order i s reversed,with loss of the advantage bf having short t i t l e s 
covering both the systematic groups and the morphological changes, The f inal 
part of the book i s concerned mainly with information on the families of 
p lants quoted in the University syllabus as types to study t 

The t i t l e of the book - nThe Liv ing P l a n t ; ! , seems no t w e l l c h o s e n t a s the 
s u b j e c t t r e a t e d i s a lmost e n t i r e l y ana tomica l and morpho log ica l ; whi le such 
l i v i n g f u n c t i o n s of p l a n t s a s r e s p i r a t i o n s photo syn the s i s , n u t r i t i o n , grov;th, 
e c o l o g y , a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n , a r e not touched upon a t a l l . P l a n t phys io logy and 
eco logy r e q u i r e p r a c t i c a l work i n l a b o r a t o r y and f i e l d , s o t h a t a n o t h e r book 
more comprehensive than Dr, Newman?s i s requi red , , The p r e s e n t book may s u i t the 
c o u r s e of botany l a i d down by the U n i v e r s i by; but i t w i l l h a r d l y encourage the 
s tudy of botany by o t h e r than t h e s t u d e n t wi sh ing to complete h i s deg ree , The 
spac ing of the s u b j e c t m a t t e r , w i t h i t s somewhat obscure head ings and i t s 
r e s t r i c t i o n to t h e p r a c t i c a l work r e q u i r e d by the Unive r s i ty ,ma i re s i t u n s u i t a b l e 
f o r t hose who wish mere ly t o s tudy t he New Zealand f l o r a . I t i s f a i r to n o t e , 
h o w e v e r , t h a t Dr0Newman d id not c la im t h a t the book was i n t e n d e d to be r e a d l i k e 
an o r d i n a r y book, The book i s no t to be t aken a s a f a i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 
b o t a n y t a u g h t by t he Uni v e r s i t y , which i n c l u d e s i n i t s s y l l a b u s a much wider 
f i e l d c o v e r i n g e c o l o g y , g e n e t i c s , a n d t h e o t h e r s u b j e c t s ment ioned above , 
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I I , DICTIONARY OF NEiW ZEALAND BOTANICAL NAMBS. 

I n ou r B u l l e t i n No.10 (August 1344) D r , A l l a n reviewed a p p r e c i a t i v e l y 
Prof .Arno ld W a l l ' s C y c l o s t y l e d pamphlet ''Those Troublesome Names1'1 ( B u l l o N o . l , 
A u c k , B o t , S o c , ) Now t h e s e two b o t a n i s t s have c o l l a b o r a t e d t o produce a c l e a r l y 
p r i n t e d p o c k e t - s i z e b o o k l e t on !;The B o t a n i c a l Names of the P l o ra of New Zea land 
The i r O r i g i n , Hi s t o r y and Meaning, wi t h H i n t s on P r o n u n c i a t i o n ^ (Whitcombe and 
Tombs L t d , , 4 / 6 , 88 p a g e s , ) . 

Whereas t h e e a r l i e r work d i d not dea l w i t h s p e c i f i c names s the p r e s e n t one 
i s i n t e n d e d "to i n c l u d e a l l the Fami ly , Gener i c , Specif i e ajid V a r i e t a l names" 
c u r r e n t a t the d a t e of the second e d i t i o n of Cheeseman's Manual of the New 
Zealand F l o r a (1925) . 

The f i r s t n ine pages a r e occup ied by a g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n of the k i n d s , 
forms and o r i g i n s of ou r p l a n t names ,wi th a l i t t l e more t han one page s e t t i n g 
out g e n e r a l r u l e s f o r p r o n u n c i a t i o n , a t l e a s t a s f a r a s the p o s i t i o n of the 
p r i n c i p a l s t r e s s e d s y l l a b l e i s conce rned . Some of u s w i l l be p l e a s e d t o see 
P i t t o s p o r u m recommended a g a i n s t P i t t o sp6 rum but the same r u l e makes Nothopanax 
more c o r r e c t than t h e f a m i l i a r Nothopanax, With t h i s r e l i a b l e and e a s i l y 
a c c e s s i b l e a u t h o r i t y a s a g u i d e , t h e r e should deve lop a r ea sonab l e u n i f o r m i t y in 
t h e p r o n u n c i a t i o n of b o t a n i c a l names,which h e r e t o f o r e have sometimes shown 
f o u r v a r i a n t s , o n e f o r each U n i v e r s i t y Col lege , 
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The remainder of the book i s in dictionary form,wi th Family, Generic and 
Specific names in d i s t inc t ive types,and admirably suited for quick reference,, 
The pr incipal s t ressed syllable i s indicated n.n each wo rd, and the origin and 
the meaning of each name are c lea r ly stated. 




