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A TRIP TO WAIKANAE, 

MARCH 2ND, 1946. 

A stormy morning d e t e r r e d s e v e r a l members from making the t r i p , s o only 
f i v e met a t Waikanae r a i l w a y s t a t i o n a t about 10 .30 a.m. These were wel l 
rewarded f o r t h e i r c o u r a g e , f o r t h e r e was no r a i n t h e r e and the sun shone 
"br ight ly "before l u n c h t i m e . The o b j e c t i v e was t h a t l a r g e _patch of bush which 
c o v e r s a lmos t the whole face of t h e h i l l a t t h e back of Waikanae v i l l a g e . 
Kapakapanui i s t he name g i v e n to i t on many maps, though t h a t name i s u s u a l l y 
a p p l i e d now t o the h i g h e r h i l l f u r t h e r back in t h e E i k i o r a n g i V a l l e y . I t i s 
about 1500 f e e t h i g h l a n d runs p a r a l l e l w i t h the c o a s t from which i t i s s e p a r a t e d 
by two o r thre© m i l e s of swamp and s a n d h i l l c o u n t r y th rough which the Waikanae 
r i v e r winds i t s way to t h e sea . 

Most of t h i s bush i s a r e s e r v e s e t a s i d e by t h e P a r a t a B s t a t e a t t h e 
s u g g e s t i o n of the l a t e Mr.W.Field who d id so much to p r e s e r v e t h e bush in t h i s 
l o c a l i t y , Mr.Mowbray,manager of t h e E s t a t e , a c t s a s c u s t o d i a n of the r e s e r v e , 
and p e r m i s s i o n was o b t a i n e d from him to make t h e e x c u r s i o n . 

We e n t e r e d t h e bush a lmos t o p p o s i t e t he back of t h e Waikanae School 
House,and found a f a i r l y Y/e l l -def ined t r a c k which l e d a c r o s s an a lmost l e v e l 
s t r e t c h of ground f o r a few hundred y a r d s . A f t e r c r o s s i n g a s t ream we l e f t 
t he p a t h and the ground began to r i s e s h a r p l y . Por some t ime we scrambled 
th rough t h i c k undergrowth u n t i l we r e a c h e d a sha rp r i d g e which took us s t e a d i l y 
upward t h r o u g h more open bush . We l u n c h e d about thre© p a r t s of the way u p , a n d 
then c o n t i n u e d t o the top from which t h e r e was a f i n e view over i n t o R i k i o r a n g i 
"Valley and out over t he c o a s t a l a r e a w i t h K a p i t i I s l a n d i n the d i s t a n c e and t h o 
r i v e r f o l l o w i n g i t s dev ious course t o t h e s e a . 

The v e g e t a t i o n th roughout was t y p i c a l of t h e Well ing ton west c o a s t a l 
h i l l s , a n d dur ing the t r i p we n o t e d between e i g h t y and n i n e t y s p e c i e s , a b o u t 
twenty f i v e of which were f e r n s , t h e r e s t t r o o s and shrubs w i th a few c l i m b e r s 
sedges and g r a s s e s . 

On t h e lower s l o p e s we p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h a t a s s o c i a t i o n of k a r a k a 
(Oorynocarpus l a e v i g a t u s ) , kohekohe (Dysoxylum s p e c t a b i l e ) , a n d tawa ( B e i l s c h m i e d i a 
tawa) which i s common on t h i s c o a s t and which makes s u c h . a t h i c k canopy t h a t 
l i t t l e grows i n . t h e permanent t w i l i g h t b e n e a t h i t . On the o u t s k i r t s t h e r e were 
a few n g a i o s , c o p r o s m a s , — r o b u s t a and g r a n d i f o l i a - kawakawa, and poroporo 
(Solanum a v i c u l a r e ) . 

As t h e ground rose t h e k a r a k a s t h i n n e d out and we p a s s e d some f i n e n ikau 
palms whi le a long t h e s tream were o b s e r v e d s e v e r a l puka t ea ( L a u r e l i a n o v a e ­
z e a l a n d i a e ) . Along the stream a l s o were many f e r n s , D r y o p t e r i s p e n n i g e r a i n 
i t s f a v o u r i t e haunt ,Blechnums i n p l e n t y , B , p r o c e r u m , f i l i f o r m e , f l u v i a t i l e , a n d 
l a n c e o l a t u m , w i t h Polypodium pus tu la tu rn and P. d i v e r s i f o l i u m c o v e r i n g f a l l e n l o g s 
and t r e e t r u n k s , A r t h r o p t e r i s t e n e l l a was t h e r e w i t h i t s s h i n i n g , b e a u t i f u l l y 
shaped f ronds ,many of the A s p l e n i u m s , A . b u l b i f e r u m , l u c i d u m , a d i a n t o i d e s , wi t h 
A.hookerianum and A . c o l e n s o i on d r i e r r i d g e s , a n d A. f lacc idum i n v a r i o u s fo rms . 
The t r e e f e r n s , C y a t h e a m e d u l l a r i s and C . d e a l b a t a , a n d D i c k s o n i a were p l e n t i f u l , 
a l s o s e v e r a l f i lmy f e rns ,Qard iomanes (Trichomanes) r e n i f o r m e , a L indsaya , and 
P e l l a e a r o t u n d i f o l i a . 

S t r i k i n g on t h e s l o p e s were groups of a n c i e n t r a t a t r e e s o f t e n s to rm-
b a t t e r e d , but b e a r i n g on t h e i r b r a n c h e s enormous l o a d s of e p i p h y t e s , G r i s e l i n i a 
l u c i d a , P i t t o spo rum c o r n i f o l i u m , A s t e l i a e , o r c h i d s - E a r i n a mucrona ta , and 
E .au tumna l i s ,Dendrob ium, f e r n s , c l i m b i n g r a t a s , a n d j u s t f o r good m e a s u r e , g r e a t 
v i n e s of Rubus a u s t r a l i s and Rhipogonum scandens . R e l i c s a l s o of t h e v i r g i n 
f o r e s t were some o l d r imus , and t o t a r a s . Mata i , mi r o , h inau and rewarewa were 
p r e s e n t i n small numbers , 

The remainder was made up of t h o s e l a r g o sh rubs and small t r e e s which 
comprise second growth on most of o u r h i l l s , s u c h a s Coprosmas ,Brachyg lo t t j s 
r epanda , two or t h r o e P i t t o s p o r u m s , S u t t o n i a a u s t r a ! i s , H e d y c a r y a a r b o r e a , 
Oarpodetue s e r r a t u s , M e l i c y t u s r a m i f l o r u s , a n d M . l a n c e o l a t u s , O l e a montana, 
F u c h s i a e x c o r t i c a t a , s o m e l a r g e Pseudopanax c r a s s i f o l i u m , S c h e f f l e r a , Yf i n t e r a 
a x i l l a r i s , w i t h l a r g e clumps of 01adium and the t e n a c i o u s U n c i n i a . 
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One specimen of our native gandalwo6dsMldam sal I 
half way up, This tree seems always to be solidary,a 
le f t -over from some previous vegetat ion,or if there i s any place where i t i s 
p l en t i fu l . I t s beautiful foliage would make i t well worth cul t ivat ing i f one 
could ever catch i t in seed or find any young ones. 

We were able to cover only a small portion of the bush at the southern end, 
so the area should be well worth another visi t* e i ther 'oy following the same 
route d i rec t ly to the top and then north along tho r idge,or bv going further 
north before entering so as to explore the bush towards that end, Either way 
would make a pleasant and profi table excursion, 

GAY FUNGI-AQ? THS* PU TH mo:3QP: K^Cmil^mSK, 

On Saturday June 1s t , a c r i sp winter afternoon, a party of twenty members 
and fr iends v i s i t ed the Keith George Memorial Park,in the Hutt Valley beyond 
Haywards, Of immediate in te res t were the Eugenia maire t rees growing in a small 
clump in a swampy place beside which a well defined track led up the h i l l , Up we 
a l l went, f i r s t l y through tawa forest with an odd kamahi tree among i t , and ferns 
in p lenty ,especia l ly Cyathea dealbata and Leptopteris hymenophylloides. Next? 
and quite abruptly,we came into beech fo re s t ,with a l i gh t e r undergrowth which was 
dominated by a dainty Coprosma. 

Fungi were very evident,, I col lected twenty-five different fungal 
f ruc t i f i ca t ions but of these only five could be named for cer ta in by the expert 
to whom they were referred, A neat brown and cream puff-ball,one to two inches 
across,opening by a round hole on the top,was ident i f ied as Lycoperdon compacturn. 
Small dark-brown funnel-shaped cups Y/ere Polyporus oblectans. black,open, saucer-
shaped cups about one inch in diameter wore Feziza me1astoma. A smaller,paio 
salmon-pink cup was CypholIa sp* Jet black clubs about two inches t a l l , 
repro sont od the Geoglossaceae. There were many dainty Agarics, black,red, 
blue-green, yell ow and browns^ Even more br ight ly coloured were tho various 
Clavarias, cream,pink,br i l l iant orange and yellow,and a beautiful mauve form 
which we also col lected l a s t year on a Botanical Society excursion to the 
Wellington Botanical gardens. In the autumn and winter months the fungi are 
a delightful feature of the bush. 

We returned by r a i l - c a r discussing our t r i p on the. way. We a l l agreed 
at a whole day could be spent with prof i t in th i s park at any time of the year. 

Greta B, Cone, 

AHNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO THE SOCIETY? In Wellington, 7s0bda,reduced to 5s.Od.if 
paid before November 30th. 
Outside Wellington 2s„6d„ 

EDITORj MISS L„3»MOORS. 




