WELLINGTON BOTANICAL _ SOCI®TY,

BULLETIN NG,15. MARCH, 1947.
CHAIR OF BOTANY ~ PROFESSOR APPOINTED,

(Prom "he Dominion® of 1,2.1947.)

The vacancy for the newly-created Chair of Botany at Victoria University
CQollege has been filled by the appointment of Professor H,D.Gordon,at present
senior lecturer~in-chief of the Botany Department at the University of Tasmania,

Professor Gordon is 34 years of age. He received his university education
at Bdinburgh University,where hc graduated B,8c, with first-class honours in
1933, and Ph,D. in 1937, He was for threc yoars assistant in the Boteny
Department at Edinburgh,and for one year at Liverpool,

He was appointed senior lecturer at Tasmanin in 1944,and scnior lecturer-
in-charge in 1946. He went to Tagmania in 1937,and during his stay there he
has been engaged in the preparation of a book on Tasmanian flora a subjeet in
which he has taken a deep interest.

It is expoctod that he will take up his now duties in June,

P )

PRESIDENTIAL __ADDRESS 18.11.46.

Dr,Newman's address dealt with tronds in New Zealand botany against a
background of world bhotany.

The earliest interest in plants was arouscd boecausc of their use to man,
and the first botanical works werve of the nature of descriptions by which
particular plants could be associated with special uses. These desceriptions
involved the naming of plant parts, even amongst the Grecks as carly as 200 B,C,
The horbals of the fiftconth and sixbteoonth conturicgs werce still along tho same
lines,

From this grow up intercst in floristics ~ the floras and florulas of
limited rogions, Taxonomy,or the considercd classification of plants bogan to
appcar in the sixteenth century, With tho development of the microsco;gzo
about 1700 plont anatomy claimed intcrest,which incroased again about 1850
owing to the work of Hofmoister, Plant physiology began with Stophen Halcs
in 1727,and loapt schead aftor the emorgence of organic chemistry about 1875.

4 littlo carlior mycology appeoarcd as a scparate branch of study,and soon aftor
cytology bocame fashionable. With tho rediscovery of Mendel's work im 1900
genctics was based on a golid foundation and about the same time Warming and
Schimper cstablished the boginnings of ccology and the study of plant communitics.
Nower dovelopments (1920~1930) include tissuc-culturc,micrurgery (tho manipulation
of microscopic plants and parts of plants), statistical genctics,and sciontific
agriculture,

Dr.Newman had proparod a table showing how tho proportional importanca of
cach of these aspects had changed over the yoars,and proccedsd to show how
dovelopments in Now Zeoland hnd followed the samc gonoral tronds,

The carly visiting botanists were intorcsted mainly in what plants grow
horc, Those who sottled in tho country took up tho question of geographical
distribution within our islands and debailed taxonomic studics followed,first
in vascular and then in non~vascular groups. New ccological mcthods wore
appliod in the study of vegetation., Work in goenoral morphology lead to
anatomical work,but plant physiology and cytology have rcceived littlc attontion
as yot.

Dotailed analyscs of papers published in the Transactions of tho Royal
Socicty of New Zealand and the Journal of tho Linnoan Socicty of Now South Walos
wore presontod,these poriodicals being taken to roprosent the work of amatour
and academic,as opposcd to technical botanists. Comparative grephs showod the
greater intercst in Australia in plant physiology in particular,




