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CHAIR 0? BOTANY - PROFESSOR APPOINTED. 

(Prom ,?The Dominion" of 1.&194T*) 

The vacancy for the newly-created Ohair of Botany a t Victoria University 
College has heen f i l l e d by the appointment of Professor H.D.Gordon,at present 
senior l ec tu re r - in -ch ie f of the Botany Department a t the University of Tasmania, 

Professor Gordon i s 34 years of age. He received h i s univers i ty education 
a t Edinburgh University,where he graduated B.Sc, with f i r s t - c l a s s honours in 
1933, a n < i £&•&• i*1 1937. He was for three years a s s i s t an t in the Botany 
Department a t Edinburgh,and for one year a t Liverpool. 

He was appointed senior l ec tu re r a t Tasmania in 1944»&n<l senior l ec tu ror -
in-charge i n 1946. He went to Tasmania in 1937,and during h is stay there he 
has been engaged in the preparation of a book on Tasmanian f lo ra a subject in 
which he has taken a deep i n t e r e s t . 

I t i s expected that he will take up h i s new duties in June. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRBSS 16.11,46. 

Dr,Newman's address deal t with trends in New Sealand botany against a 
background of world botany* 

The e a r l i e s t i n t e r e s t in plants was aroused because of t h e i r use to man, 
and tha f i r s t botanidhl works were of the nature of descript ions by which 
pa r t i cu la r p lants could be associated with special uses . These descriptions 
involved the naming of plant pa r t s , oven amongst the Greeks as ear ly as 200 B.C, 
The herbals of the f i f teen th and sixteenth conturies were s t i l l along tho same 
l i n e s . 

from t h i s grow up i n t e r e s t in f l o r i s t i c s - tho f loras and f loru las of 
l imi ted regions. Taxonomy,or the considered c lass i f i ca t ion of plants began to 
appear in tho sixteenth century. With tho development of tho microscopo 
about 1700 plant anatomy claimed into ro s t , which increased again about lo^O 
owing to the work of Hofmoister, Plant physiology began with Stephen Halos 
in 1727»and loapt ahead a f t e r the emorgenco of organic chemistry about 1875* 
A l i t t l o e a r l i e r mycology appoared as a separate branch of study,and soon a f t e r 
cytology bo came fashionable. With tho rediscovery of Mendel's work in 1900 
genet ics was based on a solid foundation and about the same time Warming and 
Schimpor establ ished the beginnings of ecology and the study of p lant communities. 
Newer developments (1920-1930) include t issue-culturo,micrurgery (tho manipulation 
of microscopic p lants and p a r t s of p l an t s ) , s t a t i s t i c a l gonetics tand sc ien t i f i c 
agr icu l tu re , 

Dr, Newman had prepared a table showing how the proportional importance of 
each of these aspects had changed over the years,and proceedod to show how 
developments in New Zealand had followed the same general t rends. 

Tho ear ly v i s i t i ng botanis ts wore in teres ted mainly in what p lan ts grow 
hero. Those who se t t l ed in tho country took up tho question of geographical 
d i s t r ibu t ion within our is lands and de ta i led taxonomic s tudies fol lowed,f irs t 
in vascular and then in non-vascular groups. New ecological methods wore 
applied in the study of vegetation. Work in general morphology load to 
anatomical work,but plant physiology and cytology have received l i t t l e a t tent ion 
as yet . 

Detailed analyses of papers published in the Transactions of tho Royal 
Society of New Zealand and tho Journal of tho Linnean Society of Now South Wales 
wore presented,those per iodica ls being taken to represent tho work of amateur 
and academic,as opposed to technical bo tan i s t s . Comparative graphs showod tho 
grea te r i n t e r e s t in Aus t ra l ia in plant physiology i n pa r t i cu la r . 


