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MALAY yESmTIONSIOTOHBS, 

(Mr.Vant Woudt has kindly suppliod t h i s abs t rac t of h i s t a lk on September l6,194&) 

In 1861 a l ino was drawn between tho wastern and eastern p a r t s of tho Indios 
on zoographic grounds - W a l l a c e i Lino between Celebes and Borneo in the north 
and between Bali and Lombok in the south, Afterwards,in t h i s century a f t e r more 
was known about the d is t r ibu t ion t h i s l ino was a l t e red in to an eastern part under 
i u s t r a l i a n influence and a western part under the influence of the As ia t ic main­
land, and an intermediate space of mixed or ig in . 

A more or l e s s similar division can be made from a botanical point of view, 

3?ho eastern par t of the Archipelago has a pronounced dry season with 
dominant winds from Central Australia,, This influence i s f e l t as fa r as the 
eastern part of Java. Six months rain and s ix dry months a l t e rna ta and a monsoon 
fores t i s the r e su l t ; many t r ees and othor plants aro xoromorphic adapted to 
the dry season,amongst which are many acacias and others with a f f i n i t i e s to tho 
xoromorphic f lo ra of Australia* 

dfhe western par t has not the pronounced difference between the wot and dry 
season and a true t ropical rain forest i s the ro su i t , dominant in most pa r t s of 
tho Indies . 

fho heavy ra ins combined with tho high temperature and consequent higher 
speed of chemical processes causo a very great leaching out of the soi l as 
well a s erosion. Consequently t ropical soi l i s not r ich in goneral tand areas 
cu l t iva ted a f t e r tho forest i s removed as a rule do not y ie ld more than one or 
two crops and.are dosertod a f te r tha t . 

However volcanic material which was ojoctod conturios ago and i s s t i l l 
rejuvenating the so i l at present has given r i se to tho high f e r t i l i t y of tho 
grea tes t part of Java, Sumatra and Northern Celebes, Javan volcanoes produce 
basic material,while that from tho Sumatra volcanoes i s acid; y ie lds on Java 
are high and therefore 45,000,000 out of 65,000,000 people are concentrated on 
t h i s i s land. 

In Java wc find the "Sawah" r ice-cul t iva t ion ,by which tfto soi l washed down 
from the volcanoes i s l ed from terrace to te r race on to the lowlands. In tho 
Other is lands r i ce i s cu l t iva ted in many cases a f t e r f i r i ng and c lear ing the 
fo re s t , 

ITires have brought along grea t changos in tho vegetation, Most of them 
are caused by mon,but also a number aro due to l ightn ing. 

Originally 99 Per cont of tlie Indios can be considered as haying boon 
coverod by fo res t . Nov/ there aro big areas changed into grass stopper or 
savannahs and continually recurring f i r e s keep thorn in that stage* Left to 
i t s e l f i t wil l develop into a scrub and afterwards through secondary fores t 
i n to tho or ig inal fores t though a f t e r 40 to 50 years t races of tlie succession 
stages can s t i l l bo found, 

!Phroo important fores t t r ees that have increased great ly owing to the f i r e 
providing l igh t for germination aro ( l ) Pinus merbussii of North Sumatra* 
(2) teak (Tectona grandis) which i s confined to the monsoon fores t s of Java and 
the is lands oast of Java , i s missing in Sumatra and Malaya but occurs again in 
the monsoon fo res t s of Burma and Siam; and (3) Kauri, consi s t ing of various 
spocios,not yet worked out properly but included a t present under the col lec t ive 
name .Agathis alba,and occurring in tho north in Borneo and Oolobes, 5?hoso 
t roos wore or ig ina l ly confined to oarth- s i i dos, lava streams and other opon spots, 
but a f t e r tlie f i ro,because of t h e i r quick regeneration with sufficient l i g h t , 
they could spread and now there aro enormous stands of Pinus merbu3sii on North 
Sumatra important for rosin production and with a future for a papor industry, 

More de t a i l s wore mentioned about the Pinus and other fores t t reos as well 
as about tlie posi t ion of the I)iptarocarpaceaa, 

,« " A ;C3baistB âi diction was given about tlie ra in forost ascending from soa-le vol 
to tho mountain tops in g i r d l e s . 




