
WALLACEVILLE FBAT. 

On Saturday,the ]th December,a party of 18 led by ?.3P,Harris v i s i t e d the 
swamp at Wallaceville, Ine swamp l i e s in a val ley which i s 3 miies long and a 
mile wide and i s flanked by h i l l s , t h e a l t i t u d e of the swamp i t s e l f being some 
500 f t . above sea- level , The swamp i s thought to have originated as a resul t 
of earth movement along the Rimutaka faul t in consequence of which the land 
surface was t i l t e d and warped and the stream which drained the valley was ponded 
back. 

The l o c a l i t y was v i s i t ed by Kirk some 50 years ago and i t was here that he 
col lec ted Gahnia robusta, a species which has not since been found, The valley 
i s now much al tered, however, as bush has been cleared from the h i l l s and the 
swamp has been drained and planted in f lax, Driod spooimens in the Kirk 
herbarium are probably a l l tha t remains of Gahnia robusta. An in te res t ing 
s n a i l , a Paryphanta closely a l l i e d to a Nelson specie s, so ems former!^ to havd 
inhabited the area,but under tho a l te red conditions shrunken and om#ty shells 
are a l l that have buon found to t e s t i fy to i t s existence. 

During the v i s i t a section of a Swedish peat auger was used to demonstrate 
tho method of obtaining peat samples a t different depths below tho surface. 
Borings with t h i s auger have shown the depth of poat in the deepest part of the 
swamp area to bo 2o fee t , Wood samples and pollen grains from the lowest peat 
l ayer show tha t the val ley f loor was formerly covered with foros t , Increasing 
wetness as the f loor gradually subsided must have led to the death of tho 
fores t and as the centuries passed,manuka,fern (Gleichenia) and sodgo communities 
have p i led t he i r debris on the buried t ree trunks. 

The main peat area, al though not without in te res t for the plant ecologis t , 
i s too extensive to travorso on a short v i s i t and offers but Umi tod opportunitios 
to tho plant hunter. The par ty accordingly v i s i t ed a smaller area of poat 
formation where a former stream had debouched on the swamp. Hero curious mounds 
of peat r i se up from what must have boon hollow places where wator had accumulated. 
Study of such mounds suggests that once peat formation has s ta r ted the poat 
i t s e l f i s suff ic ient ly re tent ive of water to allow of a dome-like or oonvox 
upward growth. 

This wa3 demonstrated on an almost c i r cu l a r mound about 70 feet across and 
some 12 feet high. The surface quaked when walked upon,and when the surfaco 
mat was broken wator quickly accumulated in the hollow, The presence of t h i s 
water near tho top of a dome-like mound t e s t i f i e d to tho water-holding capacity 
of the poat. 

At the head of the val ley there i s an area with much surfaco wator and a 
t a l l vegetation - Gahnia 12 f t , high,Phormium 9 f t . high, 6 f t , long stoms of 
Juncus pa l l i dus , t rop l iko Hebe s a l i c i f o l i a and Qoprosma t o n u i c a l i l j s , In 
contras t to t h i s , t he peat mounds which the party v i s i t ed boro a mat vegetation, 
only the flowering stoms r i s ing above the lawn-like surface. 

Comparison with a plant l i s t made j u s t a year ago showod that some changes 
had taken place and plant-hunting soon began in earnest . With so many 
d i l igent and enthus ias t ic searchers not only wore most of tho former occupants 
brought to l i g h t , but some now discoveries were made and must be added to tho 
70 species noted on the former survey. 

A yellowish mossBreute l ia pendula,imparts i t s charac te r i s t i c colour to 
large patches of tho vegetation mat,which i s shot with a reddish tint thowovor, 
from the leaves of Drosora b inata . A l ive r -wor t , a species of Marchantia minglod 
with the moss,tho two perhaps in mortal oombat, The p lants associated with 
these are mostly dwarfed below the i r normal s ta turo , Tlie following l i s t includes 
many of tho species noted on t h i s , v i s i t . 

KEgTS. Blechnum procerum, B,penna-marina,Gleichenia c i rc ina ta («dicarpa), 
Paesia scaberula,Ophiglbssum coriaceum. 

SEDGES MI? HUSHES. Juncus pauciflorus, J .planifolius,J , lampiooarpus tLuzula 
campestris,Eleocharis acuta,B.gracilis,Schoenus axillaris,Oladium glomeratum, 
0,gunnii,Oarox pseudo-Cyperus,Q.secta (forma). 
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ORCHIDS. -Frasophyllum colensoi, Microtis unifoiia,Corysanthes macrantha, 
Ohilogjottis cornuta. 

HERBS. Proscra "binata Epilobium f on tana, S. chio raofol jum, Hal ogaris micrantha, 
Oontolla uniflora, Korte ra depressa, Pratia angulata, Lagenphora pumila. 

Ag YOBK BAY. 

Jobruary 1st was a perfect summer *s day,and some dozen members gathered a t 
York Bay a t tho inv i ta t ion of Mrs.Alfred Atkinson. The morning was spont in tho 
garden and plantat ion established by the l a to Mr,Alfred Atkinson. IShat was 
twenty years ago a waste gul ly fu l l of gorse i s nov/ a pleasant placo indeed, with 
ter raced gardens and shrubs on the sunnier side and a fine bush of selected 
native t r ees on tho steeper slope across the l i t t l e stream. 

In a single tour round tho winding paths some 140 species wore noted and 
undoubtedly many more would be found in an intensive search. Sonocio Alfred 
Atkinson,a hybrid that was "born" in t h i s garden,had almost f inished flowering, 
but wc saw tlie two parents growing side by side, S.hectori with big wolly leavos 
and whit o- rayed flowers and S.perdicioidcs with small cr inkly leaves and yellow 
ray f l o r e t s . Blatostomma on tho shady f l a t beside the crook looked completely 
a t homo and ready to spread fur ther . Rhabdothamnus also showed to perfection 
hore t a lax open bush some five feet t a l l hung with hundreds of orange boll-shaped 
flowers. Tho bigger leaved and tho yellow flowerod forms both wore thriving 
nearby. Similar conditions also sui ted Sonocio turneri a showy horbaceous 
groundsel with cordato loaves 8 inches across . Beeches,kowhais and lancowoods 
(including Pseudopanax chathami cura), Coprosmas , H ttosporums,and a host of o ther 
t r ee s formed the main shade and in more open places were noted Dracophyllum 
recurvatum, mairehau,Libocedrus doni ana, Liber t ia ixioidesyAstelFa nervosa,and 
many more, A plant of Cyathodes acerosa near a sunny path had bean neat ly 
trimmed and showed what a pre t ty close-growing hedge plant th i s species would 
make, 

Tea provided by our kind hostess accompanied lunch on the lawn overlooking 
the bay. 

In the afternoon we passed across into the original beech fores t that 
c lothes the steep slopes a t the head of York Bay, the property of Mrs.Esmond 
Atkinson. Among many things pleasant and in t e res t ing mention might be made of 
two, F i r s t an extensive bank of Sarina autumnalis showing old f r u i t and buds. 
Nearby some observant person spotted what was now to most of u s , a foot-high 
plant of Metrosideros robusta, por ched fa r up on a beech limb and sending down 
pink-tipped roots towards the soi l - the fore-runners presumably of tho great 
woody s t ructures that should l a t e r coalesce to form the trunk of the old r a t a 
t roe , The fate of t h i s youngster seemed uncertain as the lower part of the 
supporting bough bent away suddenly and the slender r a t a roots,growing s t i l l 
v e r t i c a l l y downwards,hung free in the a i r with s t i l l twenty feet or so to grow 
before making contact with the ground. I t s further progress would be worth 
watching, 

The afternoon f inished with expressions of grat i tude to Mrs,Atkinson and 
Miss E, Moo ro who had made the arrangements to give us such a pleasant and 
prof i table day. 

VISIT TO SOUTH KARORI, 

A pleasant Saturday afternoon,September 7th,was spent by some f i f teen 
members s t ro l l i ng along the South Karori road,noting the remnants of the original 
f o r e s t , t he changes made by man,and tho effor ts of native p lants to re turn . Time 
did not allow of v i s i t i n g the steeper slopes,running down to tho soa,whoro Senecio 
lagopus »Linum monogynum, Ac iphylla squarrosa, Angol ica geniculata, and other 
i n t e r e s t ing species s t i l l f ind a refuge. Among tho weeds,the North American 
Mont i a 3Qorfoliata,a ra re weed in New Zealand, was new to many of u s . Tho pe l ta to 
loaves give i t a very different appearance from our own pleasant Montia 
-aystralasica. Later a flowering specimen,the racemes of small white flowers 
appearing to ar ise d i r ec t ly from the stem-leaves,was shown a t an ovening meeting. 




