10.
GLIMPSES OF SOME SOUTH ISLAND HILLS AND THEIR VEGETATION,

Mr,G,Simpson of Dunedin, 2L.2.47.

Mr,Simpson first made somo bricf goneral remarks about the South Island and
1tg vogotation,cemphasizing the contrasts with the North Igland and pointing out
tho oxtent of country as yet botanically unexplored, The lecturer then showed
us some hundred beautiful lantern slides,picturing places and plants that few
of us have had an opportunity to see for ourselves, A list of some of the topics
and notes of a few of the remarks will give some idea of the range of MriSimpson's
travels and of the species he has studied,mostly in the company of the late Mr,
J.Scott Thomson.

At Hector!s Col (Matulkituki Saddle) the white-flowered Ranunculus buchanani
comes up bleached like celery under the snow,ready to flower as soon as the
summer thaw comes so as to set 1ts seed before the short warm scason ends, The
Wakatipu form of this species differs considerably,having finely~-cut leaves.,

At Lako Wanaks we saw a fairy ring of Lycopodium fastigiatum, twelve foob
across, At the Haast Pass track beech and rimu form mixed forest in the laower
parts but the rimu does not grow on tho slabby higher country. By this track
too Froycinetia grows luxuriantly,and Dicksonia squarrosa multiplies conspicuously
by undorground stolons,as Mr.B8impson and Mr.Scott Thomson showed to be the caso
also with Polystichum vestitum and Blechnum digcolor, On the Olivone Range the
peridotite belt inhibits the growth of almost overything but a fow stuntcd ratas.

On the Rough Peaks behind Lake Wakatipu grows Ronunculug scott-thomsondi,
mimicking the rocks of the shingle slopes. Haastia sinclairii also is the colour
of the rocks, Celmisia ramulosa, Poa novae-zolandiac,(elmisia hectori often in
groat masscs,and Pygmaca pulvinaris were shown hora, A% Bold Peak Voronica
birleyl was sccn among slaty rocks, Colmisia petiolata horo has sheathing leaf
basges instoad of a distinct potioles,and often covers acros as docs also
Qolmisia_coriacoa which spreads quickly after fire. OQurlsia sessilifolia hero
is different from that north of Arthur's Pass.

Avove the Routoburn Hut we saw Raoulia buchanani, & small bluish-groon
‘vogetable shoep with maroon flowors; and Ourisia macrocarpa,the Sounds form
with a cordato leaf-base to be comparcd with that at Arthur's Pass whore tho
blado rung down the petiola.

Hybrids wore shown between Ranunculus lyallii and R,buchanani and botween
the latter and R, sericophyllus which has a yellow flower 2" across., At the
Routeburn Dracophyllum monzicsii with shrubby ascending stems four foet long has
Colmisia walkeri 2-3 feot long scrambling through it,

In N.W,Nelson we saw coastal forest and nikau groves ncar Kshurangi point,
and views from Lead Hill above Boulder Lake, Here therc is an Astelia that is
probably 'new", and also Drimys traversii,snd Dracophyllum puboscens, and at
lower levels Sonccio hoctori with huge tobacco-liko loavos,

With glinmpcos at the palkihi land,coastal rocks at Punakaiki,and Dmcopgﬁllum
troaversii at the Franz Joscf,we posscd to the limostone cliffs of Mariboroug
about thoe Uro River, Herc we saw Pachystegia in various forms,and Cotula atrata.
Tapuacnuku showed Haastia pulvinaris at 70007,

At Mt.Torlosso,moving southwards agailn we saw the real vegetable sheep,
Raoulia eximia,B8' x 51, After a quick look at Arthur's Pass with great breadths
of Celmlsia coriacea and C,armstrongii we passed on to Mt,Maungatua where
Gelmisia avgonboo mukes cushions four feet across,and Aciphylla scott~thomsoni
showed its six-feet tall flowering stems, One picture showed lichens in broad
white patches,mostly Cladonia pycnoclada (our "reindeer moss") with some
Thamniola vermicularis, Here are big areas too of Herpolirion,a short herbaceous
1ily with flowers an inch across,sometimes white and sometimes a delicate sky-blue.

To 1llustrate the range of form that he had mentioned in representatives of
various species Mr,Simpson had brought along specimens from different localities
of GCotula pyrothrifolia,and C,dioica,lagenophora pumila,and Scnocio rotundifolia
and its var, amblgua,ond Senecio bonnottii, Also,from his gardon,Pachystogia
insignis and its var,minor,and seodlings from the former that rosombled noilthor.






