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QLIMPSBS QF SOHS SOUTH ISLiND HILLS AND THEIR VESEEPATION, 

Mr,G,Simpson of Dunedin, 21»2,47. 

Mr,Simpson f i r s t made some brief general remarks about the South Island and 
i t s vegetation,emphasizing tho contras ts with the North'Island and pointing out 
the extent of country as yet botanical ly unexplored, (The l ec tu re r then showed 
us some hundred beautiful lantern s l ides ,p ic tur ing places and plants that few 
of us have had an opportunity to see for ourselves, A l i s t of some of the topics 
and notes of a few of the remarks wil l give some idea of the range of Mn Simpsonl s 
t r ave l s and of the species he has studied,mostly in the company of the l a t e Mr, 
J ,Scot t dfoomson. 

At Hector 's Col (Matukituki Saddle) the white-flowered Ranunculus buchanani 
comes up bleached l ike celery under the snow,ready to flower as soon as the 
summer thaw comes so as to set i t s seed before the short warm season ends, (Ths 
Wakatipu form of t h i s species d i f fers considerably,having f inely-cut leaves* 

At Lake Waiake we saw a f a i ry ring of Lycopodium fastigiatum, twelve feet 
across . At the Haast Pass track beech and rimu form mixed forest in the lower 
p a r t s but the rimu does not grow on the slabby higher country. By th i s track 
* 0 0 Freycinetia grows luxuriant ly ,and Dicksonia squarrosa mul t ip l ies conspicuously 
by underground s tolons ,as Mr,Simpson and Mr,Scott (Thomson showed to be the caso 
a lso with Polystichum vestitum and Blechnum discolor . On the Olivone Hange the 
pe r ido t i t e be l t i nh ib i t s the growth of almost everything but a few stunted ra tas . 

On the Hough Peaks behind Lake Wakatipu grows Ranunculua scot t-thomsoni, 
mimicking tho rocks of the shingle slopes, Haastia s i n c l a i r i i also i s the colour 
of tho rocks, Celmisia ramulosa, Poa novae-zelandiae^Oelmiala hector i often in 
great masses,and Pygmaea pulvinar is wore shown hero. At Bold Peak Veronica 
b i r l ey i was seen among s la ty rocks, Qolmisla pe t io la t a hero has sheathing loaf 
bases instoad of a d i s t i nc t pot ioles ,and often covers acres as does also 
Celmisia coriacoa which spreads quickly a f te r f i r e . Ourisia s e s s i l i f o l i a hero 
i s different from that north of Arthur 's Pass. 

Above the Eoutoburn Hat we saw Raoulia buchanani, a small bluish-green 
vegetable sheep with maroon flowers; and Ourisia macrocarpa,the Sounds form 
with a cordato leaf-base to be comparod with that a t Arthur ' s Pass whore tho 
blade runs down the pe t io l e . 

Hybrids were shown between Ranunculus l y a l l i i and R,buchanani and between 
the l a t t e r and R, sericophyllus which has a yellow flower 2" across. At tho 
Routeburn Dracophyllum menziesii with shrubby ascending stems four feet long has 
Celmisia walkeri 2-3 foot long scrambling through i t . 

In H,W,Helson we saw coastal forest and nikau groves near Kahurangi point , 
and views from Lead Hil l above Boulder Lake, Hero there i s an Aste l ia that i s 
probably "new", and also Drimys t ravers i i , and Dracophyllum pubescens, and a t 
lower leve ls Senecio hectori with huge tobacco^!ike loavos* 

With glimpses at the pakihi land,coastal rocks at Punakaiki,and Dracophyllum 
t r a v e r s i i a t tho Franz Josef,wo passed to the limestone c l i f f s of Marlborough 
about tho Ure River, Here we saw Pachystegia in various forms,and Cotula a t r a t a . 
(Papuaenuku showed Haastia pulvinar is a t 7000', ' 

At Mt.(Torlesse,moving southwards again we saw the real vegetable sheep, 
Raoulia eximia,8* x 5 ' , After a quick look a t Arthur 's Pass with great breadths 
o f Celmisia coriacea and 0. armstrongi j we passed on to Mt, Maungatua where 
Celmisia argentea makes cushions four feet across,and Aciphylla scott-thomsoni 
showed i t s s ix-feet t a l l flowering stems, One p ic ture showed l ichens in broad 
white patches,mostly Cladonia pycnoclada (our "reindeer moss") with some 
(Thamniola vermicularis, lle re are big areas too of Herpolir ion,a short herbaceous 
l i l y with flowers an inch across,sometimes white and sometimes a del icato sky-blue. 

To i l l u s t r a t e the range of form that he had mentioned in representat ives of 
various species Mr.Simpson had brought along specimens from different l o c a l i t i e s 
o f Cotula pyrothr i fol ia ,and C.dioica,Lagenophora pumila,and Senecio rotundifolia 
and i t s var. ambigua,and Senecio bennot t i i . Also,from his garden,Pachystegia 
ins ign i s and i t s var.minor,and seedlings from tlie former that resembled nei ther . 




