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Tho 2nd,November was a perfect day for a botanical outingj twentyfour 
members of tho Wellington Society and s ix from the Levin H o r a Club gathered 
a t Mr* J, ^Matthews1 residence on the cres t of the saddle between Paraparaumu 
and Waikanae for a ramble through Field1 s Bush and tho Government reserve 
adj dining* 

After the t r a in journey,mbrning tea,generously provided by Mr,and Mrs, 
Matthews,was most acceptable,and special ly enjoyable in t h e i r spacious 
drawing room with one wall almost en t i re ly of g lass , the s ix foot square centre 
pane giving an extensive view Cf blue ocean,Kapiti Island,green undulating 
slopes of the mainland,and in the foreground the handsome t rees and shrubs of 
the Matthews1 garden, A side wall l ined with books made one envious. Sketches 
of wooded scenes on tho two other walls added tho final touch to a perfect 
environment* 

On our way to tho bush wo stopped beside a healthy p lo t of carnations 
while Mr.Matthows oxplainod h i s treatment of them and hence t he i r freedom from 
b l i gh t , Ehe rod and pink blooms of other oxotics were special ly noticeable 
for t he i r c lea r b r i l l i ancy . 

Ihe bush,especial ly on tho lower s lopes , i s largely composed of Kbhekoho 
{Ifcr#03$ylum spectabi le ) , Tho generic name re fe rs to the b i t t e r astringoncy 
0^ the leavos and wood and the specific name i s expressive of tho appearance 
of tho fol iage, Tho Kohekohe i s our one endemic species of a genus of largo 
fores t troos of t ropical Asi a, Aus t r o l i a and tho Pacific Is lands , I t belongs 
to tho same family as tho Mahogany of commercial fame and has tho same quaint 
habi t of hanging i t s f lo ra l sprays from i t s trunk and bronchos. 

Amongst tho Kohekohe are scat tered t o l l handsome specimens of Nikau> In 
many places on the lower l e v e l s tho ground i s grassed with Nikau soedlings* 

Z,un«h was onjoyod in a delectable spot - an opening in tho fores t with a 
viow of is lands and oooan fraraod by tho groat out-spreading branches cf an 
antique Rimu^and surrounded by l e s so r t r ees and ohyubs -, Vai rangi , in pas te l 
green) Rama-rama,the crinkled loayos splashed vdth b r i l l i a n t colour* Htaikoaioko 
in juvenile dress - ono was omorglng to maturity,most a t t r a c t i ve with the 
symoirlcal bunch of darker and largor leaved foliage r i s ing from tho f r i l l y 
youthful garment, 

3*urther up wo came to moro ancient Rimu, (one qui te six foot through) 
voterans of tho forest with t h e i r jstr iatod bark and giving in the great forks, 
some forty or f i f t y feet from tho ground,elevated rooting s i t e s for drooping 
Earinas,Dondrobiums and As te l i a s , The ground orchid ,Ftoros ty l i s Banksii,was 
so p len t i fu l that a col lect ion of flower heads was made for c lass dissect ion 
a t tlie University, 

At the top of tho h i l l we came upon a great Matai with twin trunks joinod 
a t the base - picturesque with tho pinkish mottled effect where the f lakes of 
bark had fa l l en , One trunk had apparently been injurod about eight foot from 
tho ground*, a sugary sap was exuding from tho wound. Mi se ro scopi cal fungi 
or fungal f lora that form sooty moulds wore feeding on tho sweet 3ap and had 
formed a groat black blotch on the bark reaching to the buttrossed roots where 
a thick mass of tho fungi was establ ished, 

K,C,McKoown in ^Insect Wonders of Austra l ia" has an in tc rgs t ing noto on 
the subject of sooty moulds, He says - "Somo of the scale insocts so freely 
discharge, t h i s honoy-dew (a secretion of swoop sap) as to coat the leaves with 
a glossy varnish,which i s solzod upon by the spores of a fungus,as a sui table 
medium in which to germinate,and rapidly cover the foliage with a sooty deposit , 
to the detriment of the t r e e , " 

7erns are not p lent i ful in the par t of tho bush that wo explored,but wo 
did find,on tho higher elevation somo specimens of tho del icato Loptopteris 
hymenophylloides* i t i s c losely a l l i e d to the crapo-f orn,L. suporba. Another 
in te res t ing discovory at the same olevation was a colony of Mida Sa l i c i fo l i a 
with tho variable fol iage, Our species i s a lso found in Aus t ra l ia , the contre 
of the genus, 
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Porokaiwhiri (Hedycarya arborea) i s f a i r l y p lent i fu l in t h i s bush. 
The t ree i s dioecious - one specimen was laden with blossom sprays with the 
drooping plate-shaped male flowers,while others were weil covered with green 
ber r ies jus t beginning to colour, The t ree has an extensive range - from the 
Three Kings to Milford Sound, Endemic in New Zealand,there are other 
representat ives of the genus ih Austral ia and some of tbe Pacific Islands* 

Out from the bush we did fu l l j u s t i ce to the cakes sb generously 
provided by our host and hos tess . 

M.M. J* 

TINAKORI HILL. 

On the afternoon of Saturday August 3**d,a party of about twenty members and 
friends under the leadership of Miss Mathieson took a walk over Tinakori H i l l . 
We star ted up among some older exotic t r ees under which i s growing now an 
assortment of native shrubs and ferns . Fungi were s t i l l conspicuous; a number 
of f ragi le agar ics were col lected including large t i e r s of Hypholoma fasciculare 
from some old pos ts . B r i l l i an t brackets of Trametes cinnabarina decorated 
several old stumps. In the deep,dry l i t t e r of the pine t rees near tho top there 
were here and thero masses of Thelephora t e r r e s t r i s binding the needles togeihe? 
and several groups of toadstools pushing up t he i r umbrellas. On the summit we 
looked out on the glassy harbour below and the colourful h i l l s around and then 
back to the ugly blackness and charred s t i cks of the f i r e which swept across 
here some s ix months e a r l i e r . Already in the f e r t i l e ash green weeds were 
springing and gorse was shooting strongly from the old roots . On the northern 
slope of the h i l l wo explored a cave thickly clad inside with a growth solely 
of Asplenium hookerianus! and on the blackened rocks a t i t s entrance innumerable 
sporelings and pro tha l l i apparently also a l l of the one species. Some distance 
fur ther down the h i l l s i d e we scrambled through a small patch of scrubby bush in 
a gully, A pa r t i cu la r ly fine fern,Asplenium colensoi was quite common there 
although c a t t l e had free access. We made our way back by the Wadestown tram 
terminus, 

Greta B.Oone. 

EXCURSION TO THE BLUB MOUNTAINS, SILVERSTREAM. 5®* OCTOBER. 

The morning was mainly spent examining the clay banks of the roadside 
cut t ings from Silverstream to the road summit, Drosera aur icula ta was in 
flower and there were many f e r t i l e l iverworts in tlie damper places and many 
ground orchids were jus t shooting. An uncommon fern,apparent ly Blechnum 
vulconicum,was found. Pittosporum tenuifolium male and female,and some of 
the beeches were in flower. 

In the afternoonj the party wandered along the bush road of the Blue 
Mountains. A specimen of t ree fern uncommon in. Wellington,Dicksonia f ibrosa, 
was seen and profusely flowering specimens of Melicytus lanceolata a t t r ac t ed 
a t t en t ion . Both the na t ive and introduced b i t t e r crosses,Cardamine hoterphylla 
a n d 0>hirsuta were growing together by the roadside and the" differences botween 
them could eas i ly be seen. 

R.Mason, 
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