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A TRIBUTE TO HUGH DALE WILSON 

Hugh Wilson is a truly popular botanist because his work has great appeal to lay-people. 

His rare combination of great skill with the pen (he is a fine wordsmith, but does not type!) 

and with the pencil (he draws plants beautifully) contributes to this appeal. He is very 

friendly, communicates easily with people and has a marvellous wit. He is a great field 

botanist, with an extremely keen eye and an enormous fund of knowledge about plants. 

Hugh is also a serious and effective botanical scientist; his studies are done meticulously, 

and very professionally. The depth and breadth of his botanical skills are amply 

demonstrated by the list of his publications below. 

If Hugh had done no more than produce his books on the botany of Mount Cook National 

Park and Stewart Island he would have made his mark. However, he is a botanist of great 

energy and scope. We all know of his extremely effective work at Hinewai Reserve. His 

observations and records of the natural phenomena and processes there are always a 

delight to hear, or read about. We are fortunate that he lives and works in our region. 

PUBLICATIONS: HUGH D. WILSON 

Wilson, Hugh D. 1966: The Year of the Hombill. A.H. and A.W. Reed, Wellington. 

164 pp. 

1973: A note on moths stranded on neves. The New Zealand Entomologist 5: 177. 

1973: Something about the plants. In H.E. Connor (Ed.) Mount Cook National Park 

Handbook. Mount Cook National Park Board. 24-29. 5th (revised) edition. 

1973: Insects and small animals. In H.E. Connor (Ed.) Mount Cook National Park 

Handbook. Mount Cook National Park Board. 37-39. 5th (revised) edition. 

1974: Wildflowers of New Zealand. The Microtone Colour Book Series. Bascands 

Ltd, Christchurch. 32 pp (numerous reprints). 

1975: Plants of the High Mountains. New Zealand's Nature Heritage 86: 2399-2405. 

1976: Vegetation of Mount Cook National Park, New Zealand. National Parks 

Authority Scientific Series No.l. Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington. 

138 pp. 
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1977: Tasmanian Plants - the familiar and the strange. Canterbury Botanical Society 

Journal 10: 21 -23. 

1978: Field Guide: Wild Plants of Mount Cook National Park. Field Guide 

Publications, Christchurch. 294pp. 

1978. Botanical Survey of Stewart Island; preliminary report. In Stewart Island: 

Land Management Study. Published jointly by New Zealand Forest Service and 

Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 222-236. 

1981: Exploring the plants of Stewart Island. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 

75:9-13. 

1982: Stewart Island. Australian Wild, (spring 1982): 46-48. 

1982: Stewart Island Plants. Field Guide Publications, Christchurch. 528 pp. 

1985: Highlights in a botanical study of Banks Peninsula. Canterbury Botanical 

Society Journal 19: 9-12. 

1986: More on Gunnera hamiltonii. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 20: 14-15. 

1986: Banks Peninsula cliffs - sheer delight! Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 

20: 50-54. 

1987: The vegetation of Banks Peninsula. In The Natural and Human History of 

Akaroa and Wairewa Counties: Selected essays. Queen Elizabeth II National Trust, 

Wellington. 11-21. 

1987: A reserve experiment on Banks Peninsula. New Zealand Botanical Society 

Newsletter 10: 16-17. 

1987: Banks Peninsula Botanical Survey; some recent finds. Canterbury Botanical 

Society Journal 27:21-23. 

1987: Small-leaved shrub project. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 21: 36-39 

1987: The fascination of Banks Peninsula Botany - are there any limits? New 

Zealand Botanical Society Newsletter 8: 6-8. 

1987: Plant communities of Stewart Island (New Zealand). Vegetation of Stewart 

Island, New Zealand: (Supplement to New Zealand Journal of Botany 25: 1-80). 

1987: Vascular plants of Stewart Island (New Zealand). Vegetation of Stewart 

Island, New Zealand: (Supplement to New Zealand Journal of Botany 25: 81-131). 



74 

1988: The Botany of Hinewai Reserve. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 22: 

18-30. 

1988: Small-leaved shrubs of Canterbury and Westland. Progress report. Canterbury 

Botanical Society Journal 22: 88. 

1988: Goats on Banks Peninsula. New Zealand Botanical Society Newsletter 12: 10-

12. 

1988: Items of botanical interest. Banks Peninsula. Botany Division Newsletter 120: 

9-11. 

1989: Hinewai: An exciting conservation project on Banks Peninsula. Forest and 

Bird 20 (February 1989): 32-35. 

1989: Hinewai - an ecological restoration project on Banks Peninsula. In Norton, 

David A. (Ed.) Management of New Zealand's Natural Estate. [Proceedings of a 

Symposium of the New Zealand Ecological Society held at the University of Otago, 

Dunedin, 22-25 August 1988]. New Zealand Ecological Society Occasional 

Publication No 1: 76-77. 

1989: Some observations during the drought in Canterbury (January 1989). New 

Zealand Botanical Society Newsletter 15: 14-16. 

1989: Recent discoveries on Hinewai Reserve. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 

23:28-31. 

1990: The botany of Otanerito Station, Banks Peninsula. Canterbury Botanical 

Society Journal 24: 14-26. 

1990: Gorse on Hinewai Reserve. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 24: 45-47. 

1991: Distribution maps of small-leaved shrubs in Canterbury and Westland. 

Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 25: 3-81. 

1992: The big snow of August 1992 - some initial observations on its effects on the 

vegetation of Hinewai Reserve, Banks Peninsula. New Zealand Botanical Society 

Newsletter 30; 15-16. 

1992: Banks Ecological Region. Survey report for the New Zealand Protected 

Natural Areas Programme No. 21. Department of Conservation, Christchurch. 342 

pp. 

1992: Regeneration after fire on the Liebig Range, Mount Cook National Park; the 

role of hawkweeds (Hieracium spp.) during the first 20 years. In Vegetation Change 
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in Tussock Grasslands, With Emphasis on Hawkweeds. New Zealand Ecological 

Society Occasional Publication No. 2: 44. 

1993: Bioclimatic zones and Banks Peninsula. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 

27: 22-29. 

1993: Gorse, broom and the regeneration of native bush. Weed Identification News 8: 

1-3. 

1994: Regeneration of native forest on Hinewai Reserve, Banks Peninsula. New 

Zealand Journal of Botany 32: 373-383. 

1994: Stewart Island Plants. Facsimile edition with amendments and corrections. 

T.P. Verso. Manuka Press, Christchurch. 528 pp. 

1995: Hinewai: Getting on with the neighbours. Forest and Bird 27: 32-37. 

1995: Pseudopanax on Banks Peninsula. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 29: 

5-10. 

1995: Some observations on cold damage to native plants on Hinewai Reserve, 

Banks Peninsula. New Zealand Botanical Society Newsletter 41: 11-15. 

1995: Highest of all. Quarterly Bulletin ofthe Alpine Garden Society of the United 

Kingdom 63: 260-267. 

1996: Kanuka and manuka. What are they, and what's the difference between them? 

The Akaroa Mail, Friday August 9, 1996: 6-7. 

1996: Wild Plants of Mount Cook National Park. Second edition. Manuka Press, 

Christchurch. 389 pp. 

1996: Mistletoes on Banks Peninsula. Canterbury Botanical Society Journal 31: 14-

24. 

1997: Weeds or not - a conservation perspective. Protect. Institute of Noxious Plant 

Officers' Journal. Autumn 1997 issue. 5 pp. 

1998: Living in Raoul country : the changing flora and vegetation of Banks 

Peninsula. In CJ . Burrows (Ed.), Etienne Raoul and Canterbury Botany 1840-1996. 

Canterbury Botanical Society and Manuka Press, Christchurch. 101-120. 

1999: Naturalised Vascular Plants on Banks Peninsula. Canterbury Botanical 

Society Special Publication. 51 pp. 

1999: Barberries and cotoneasters. Weed Identification News 29: 1-3. 
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Also numerous book reviews in the Christchurch Press over many years, and some in 

journals, many on botanical themes; and numerous botanical articles in the Press and other 

newspapers. 

With other authors: 

Wardle, Peter; Wilson, Hugh 1979 : Kiwi Eden (Mt Cook and Westland National Parks). 

GEO, Australia's Geographical Magazine, 2: 116-138. 

Wilson, H.D., Garnock-Jones, P.J. 1983 : Taxonomic notes on Stewart Island Ranunculus 

including two new species. New Zealand Journal of Botany 21: 341-345. 

Meurk, Colin D; Wilson, Hugh D. 1989 : Stewart Island. Biological Survey of Reserves 

Series No 18. Department of Conservation. 162 pp. 

Wilson, Hugh; Dennis, Andy 1990 : Plants in Mt Cook National Park. Christchurch, 

Department of Conservation. 

Wilson, Hugh; Galloway, Tim 1993 : Small-Leaved Shrubs of New Zealand. Manuka 

Press, Christchurch. 307 pp. 

Wilson, H.D., Garnock-Jones, P.J. 1992 : Two new species names in Olearia (Asteraceae) 

from New Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Botany 30: 365-368. 

McGlone, Matt S., Wilson, Hugh D. 1996 : Holocene vegetation and climate of Stewart 

Island, New Zealand. New Zealand Journal of Botany 34: 369-388. 




