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Janette West, 1915-1988 
I t i s with sadness but with many fond memories t h a t we 
r e c o r d t h e d e a t h , a f t e r an i l l n e s s , of J a n e t t e West, 
one of t h e f o u n d e r members of t h e Otago B o t a n i c a l 
Soc ie ty , and one of i t s keenes t p a r t i c i p a n t s . Dunedin 
was home for J a n e t t e , though as the wife of a m in i s t e r 
and a s a s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l t e a c h e r she s p e n t p a r t s of 
her l i f e in Europe, in the North I s l a n d , a t Alexandra 
and a t Oamaru. A f t e r s o - c a l l e d r e t i r e m e n t from 
t each ing she put much of her b o t a n i c a l knowledge i n to 
p r e p a r i n g h e r b a r i a t o be l odged i n s p e c i f i c a r e a s of 
Otago. She was an e n t h u s i a s t for f i e l d t r i p s , whether 
w i t h F o r e s t and Bird S o c i e t y , Dunedin N a t u r a l i s t s 
F i e l d C l u b , B o t a n i c a l S o c i e t y , or under her own 
a u s p i c e s , but i n e v i t a b l y with the aim of t ak ing o ther 
people a l o n g , to share the d e l i g h t s and he lp hunt for 
p l a n t s . J a n e t t e had a keen eye f o r t h e u n u s u a l and 
was f o r e v e r t u r n i n g up i n t e r e s t i n g p l a n t r e c o r d s , 
whether an odd looking Cal tha from the Lammerlaws, a 
"nor thern" P t e r o s t y l i s from the lower T a i e r i Gorge, or 
the r e d i s c o v e r e d Myosotis a l b o s e r i c e a from the Dunstan 
Range. One of her f a v o u r i t e stamping grounds was the 
Kakanui a r e a , where the Wests had a h o l i d a y p l a c e , and 
no doubt J a n e t t e would be happy to know t h a t Lepidium 
oleraceum s u r v i v e s and o u t l i v e s her on headlands of 
exposed Kakanui coas t , fac ing the sea and the s a l t and 
t h e s u n r i s e . 
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